Emergency Escape & Rescue Openings
Per 2015 IRC section R310.

Basements and every sleeping room shall have at least one operable emergency escape
and rescue opening. At the time of inspection, if windows installed in rooms requiring
emergency escape and rescue openings do not meet the requirements, the windows
will have to be removed and replaced with code-conforming windows. This includes
new construction, remodels, and window replacements.

Boulder

CO nt Size and Dimension Requirements for Emergency Escape
U y and Rescue Openings

1. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall have a minimum net clear opening
area of 5.7 square feet (821 square inches) (0.53 m2). Grade floor openings shall have
a minimum net clear opening of 5 square feet (720 square inches) (0.465 m2).

2. The minimum net clear openable height dimension shall be 24 inches (610 mm).

Boulder County

3. The minimum net clear openable width
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Publications 4. Emergency escape and rescue openings shall Ladder or Stair ¢
be operational from the inside of the room Required
without the use of keys, tools, or special
knowledge.

N

Emergency Escape
or Rescue Opening
with Finished Sill
Height Below
Adjacent Grade.
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Land Use Department Figure 2: Window Well Dimensions.
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