
DC-12-0003: Amendments to Oil and Gas Development 
Regulations 

Public Hearing for the Planning Commission to consider proposed Land Use 
Code amendments addressing oil and gas development within the Boulder 
County Land Use Code 
 

October 17, 2012 
2:00 p.m. 



AGENDA 

1. COUNTY STAFF PRESENTATION 
a. Revisions to Draft Regulations - Kim Sanchez / Jeff Robbins (Land Use 
Department / Outside Counsel) 
b. Maps - David Haines (Land Use Department, GIS)  

 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT (3-min. allowance per individual speaker, unless time is pooled) 

 
3. PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND ACTION                             

(Provide recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners) 
 



PUBLIC MEETINGS TO DATE 
 
February 2 - Temporary moratorium enacted 
March 1 – Moratorium extended 

*Moratorium in effect until February 4, 2013* 
 
BCCP Amendments 
May 16 – Authorization of PC Amendments 
May 31 – BCCP Open House 
June 20 – Planning Commission Public Hearing 
July 18 – Planning Commission Public Hearing 
Aug 15 – Planning Commission Public Hearing / Adoption of BCCP Amendments 
 
Land Use Code Amendments 
Aug 7 – Open House 
Aug 22 – Joint Planning Commission / Board of County Commissioners Study Session 
Sep 24 – Planning Commission Public Hearing 
Oct 1 – Planning Commission follow-up meeting to provide direction to staff 
Oct 17 – Planning Commission Public Hearing 



SCHEDULE & OPPORTUNITIES FOR INPUT 
 
UPCOMING Planning Commission Review of Draft Regulations: 
• October 30 at 4:00 P.M. (TBD) – Planning Commission’s final meeting on the Draft 

Regulations if they do not provide a recommendation to the BOCC today. 
 
Board of County Commissioners’ Review of Draft Regulations: 
• Tuesday November 13, 2012 at 4:00 P.M. - Staff will present the Draft Regulations to 

the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). The BOCC will take public comment and 
provide direction to staff concerning the Draft Regulations.  

• Wednesday November 14, 2012 at 11:00 A.M. (TBD) – Follow-up meeting if additional 
BOCC discussion and direction to staff is necessary after the November 14 public 
meeting [no public comment would be taken at this session].  

• Meetings to follow will be posted on the County’s oil and gas website: 
http://www.bouldercounty.org/live/property/pages/oilgas.aspx 

 



TODAY’S PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Today’s Planning Commission public hearing is to consider the revised Draft 
Regulations, which were developed by Staff in response to the direction 
received from the Planning Commission on October 1.  
 
In general discussion on October 1 largely centered on the individual components 
and protective measures of the Expedited vs. Standard DPR review processes and 
whether they achieve the same outcomes.  

 Expedited DPR  = Voluntary, if eligible / Specific Objective Standards / Air 
and Water Quality Protection Measures 

 Standard DPR = Typical Review Process / Subjective, Goal-based 
Mitigation Plans and Criteria to Achieve Environmental and Other 
Protections 

 
Primary objective of both Expedited and Standard DPR:  Protection of the public 



MEETINGS WITH COGCC AND INDUSTRY 
 
 

 Staff has met with COGCC, COGA, and Encana and will continue to meet with 
Industry. 

 Received letter from Encana, which we will be reviewing closely. 
 
 Emails from public. 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #1 
The table (starting on p.3 of staff report) breaks down the proposed revisions to 
the Draft Regulations pursuant to the October 1st PC motion.  The proposed 
revisions are also redlined in Attachment A (Draft Regulations).  



PROPOSED REVISIONS #2 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #3 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #4 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #4 (CONT.) 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #5 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #6 & #7 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #8 

 Maps will be discussed in detail following presentation of the rest of this table. 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #9 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #10, #11, & #12 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #13 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #14, #15, #16 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #17 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #18 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #19, #20, #21 



ACTION REQUESTED FROM PLANNING COMMISSION 

In order to keep on schedule under the time constraints of the 
moratorium, staff requests that the Planning Commission either: 
 
 (1) take final action tonight (approve and recommend approval to the 
Board of County Commissioners), or  
 
(2) provide direction to staff on desired changes to the latest draft and 
table the subject docket to October 30, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. for final 
action at that time. 
  




