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MIRITZi MENDEZ – SVVSD
Miritzi, who will graduate from Niwot High School in the spring, has 
been a GENESISTER since the program’s inception. Miritzi says she’s 
going to miss the support from all of the staff  and volunteers, but will 
take with her lessons learned about all forms of contraception and how 
to protect herself from STIs and STDs. She says GENESISTER taught 
her that it doesn’t matter what kind of background you come from, 
“You can do anything you never imagined yourself doing.”

Miritzi says that her most memorable experience with GENESISTER was 
her fi rst trip to Estes Park. She’d never been there before and shared 
“It was just a beautiful place to be with people I cared about.” Her 
advice to current and future GENESISTERs is to “take advantage of the 
program, and try to participate as much as you can because this is truly 
a great program!” Her parting message to the staff  and volunteers is, 
“Thank you all for helping me during my journey through middle and 
high school…whether it was picking me up for group or helping me fi nd 
my fi rst job. A special thank you to Joanna for always making me feel 
loved and cared about.”

Miritzi will graduate in May and plans to attend Front Range 
Community College in the fall.

ADRIANA OCHOA – SVVSD
Adriana has been with GENESISTER since the very beginning. She says 
her most memorable experience was having the opportunity to give 
out gifts to families who couldn’t aff ord to buy Christmas presents. She 
shared that she’ll miss going to groups and being around an amazing 
group of people that she grew up with. A lesson that she learned and 
will take with her is that, “No matter how young we are, or the fact that 
we are female, our voice matters, and it should be heard! We should 
speak our opinion and make sure that it is heard!”

Adriana’s advice to other participants is to “have fun, and enjoy being 
able to participate in such a wonderful group, and to be proud of 
themselves! Not everyone gets to be involved in a wonderful group and 
be surrounded by amazing people who care about them!”

Adriana would like to use what she’s learned in GENESISTER to help 
make a diff erence in others’ lives. She is grateful for all of the support 
she’s received over the years and says that each person will hold a spot 
in her heart.

our GENESISTER graduates



KEADY GAYTAN – SVVSD
Keady’s most memorable experience with GENESISTER was attending 
Youth Action Day at the Capitol in Denver. She thought it was really cool 
to get an up-close look at the way politics and lobbying works. She says 
she’ll miss coming to groups, getting to meet new people, the support she 
received from all of the staff , and “just all the love.” The lesson she’ll take 
with her from her time in GENESISTER is that, “I’m the one with the power 
over my body and my life and the decisions I make. If it makes me happy, 
that’s all that should matter. And it’s never too late for anything!”

The parting message she would like to leave to her fellow GENESISTERs 
is, “Take advantage of the opportunities off ered to you, and don’t miss the 
fun nights, service learning events, etc., because it’s all there for you and 
will help you grow as a person. Don’t let life pass you by. And remember, 
the smallest things will go a long way.” She also plans to pass along the 
knowledge she gained here to her friends and younger family members.

After graduating from Skyline High School in the spring, Keady plans to 
attend Front Range Community College before transferring to a four-
year school (either in Colorado or California) to pursue a degree in social 
work. She hopes to work to ensure that young children are in a safe 
home environment. She says that being involved in GENESISTER gave 
her the confi dence that she has the ability to help and to give back to her 
community.

JAQUELIN VALLE – BVSD
Jaqui says that training for and running the Bolder Boulder was her 
most memorable experience with GENESISTER. Jaqui urges her fellow 
GENESISTERs to take advantage of the time they have in the program, 
“because they really are there to help you with anything, as long as you 
ask.” She wants other GENESISTERs to have fun while they’re in the 
program, but says they should also “pay attention to the things they tell 
you, because you never know when you might need it.”

Jaqui says she learned a lot about diff erent types of contraception and 
to always have safe sex! She says she’ll miss her youth specialist, Maya, 
the most. She explains that she felt Maya was fun to be around and to 
talk to about anything. She will also miss “being around girls who are 
just like you.”

Jaqui’s future holds many new opportunities, including going to college 
to study to become a registered nurse. She feels that GENESISTER 
supported her in these goals by making her aware of healthy choices 
and by giving her the opportunity to speak up in groups. 



MELISA CASTRUITA – BVSD
Melisa says the thing she will miss the most about GENESISTER is being 
able to be part of the group. She says her most memorable experience 
with the group was when they got to run the Bolder Boulder. 

Melisa says her future involves fi nding a job and trying to live her life to 
the fullest. She feels that the program helped her a lot by encouraging 
her to stay in school and to think about her future goals before having 
kids. 

YULISA CASTRUITA – BVSD
Yulisa says she’ll most miss “having random conversations and laughs with 
all the ladies,” saying it was fun to be able to talk about “anything and 
everything.” She says she appreciated knowing she “had somewhere to run to 
if we ever needed help.”

Yulisa says her most memorable moment in GENESISTER was “when we had 
the guest speakers come in and share their personal stories, opinions, and 
advice.” She feels that the program helped her a lot and off ered her “yet 
another foundation in my life that supported me and believed in me and 
my goals. It provided a sense of shelter and sisterhood. It provided me with 
knowledge; everything from what I should be aware of to knowledge about 
myself and who I am as an individual.”

After graduation Yulisa’s next big step is to attend Metropolitan State 
College. Though she is still undecided on her major, she hopes to go into 
business, the nursing program, or early child education. She’d like to extend 
a big thank you to her youth specialist, Maya, saying, “Your advice and your 
kindness are forever engraved in my mind.” 

our GENESISTER graduates



ADRIANA RAMIREZ – BVSD
Adriana’s most memorable experience with GENESISTER was meeting new 
people and being able to volunteer at Children’s Hospital in Denver. She says 
the thing she’ll miss most about the program is having the chance to go to 
new places she’s never been before.
 
Adriana would like to tell her fellow GENESISTERs, “If you ever need help 
with personal problems, tell your staff . They will do the best they can to help 
you out.” She also wants them to remember that they can go to their youth 
specialist for help with anything. Adriana says she’ll take with her all of the 
information she learned about abortion and birth control. 

Adriana will graduate from high school in the spring and plans to attend 
college to study criminal justice. She is proud to be the fi rst person in her 
family to go to college and feels that GENESISTER helped support her in 
achieving these goals because she got to experience new things and gain 
valuable volunteer experiences and communication skills. “Without these, I 
probably wouldn’t be the person I am today,” says Adriana.

VANESSA GARCIA – BVSD

Vanessa says all of the group activities she participated in and meeting a lot 
of wonderful people are the most memorable things for her about being in 
GENESISTER, adding that she will miss everyone on staff . 

She says she’ll take with her that she shouldn’t rush things, and that there are 
many things in life to experience. Vanessa feels that GENESISTER encouraged 
her to learn from her siblings’ struggles as teen parents and to break the cycle 
of teen pregnancy. 

Vanessa’s departing message to current GENESISTERs is “Learn as much 
as you can so you can become something in life and not be just another 
stereotype.” She would like to thank the staff  for everything and tell them to 
keep doing a great job with young teens. “I’ve grown as a person, and I’ve 
learned a lot, and I’m going to miss everyone! Special thanks to Maya for all the 
help and advice and for being an amazing person!” 

Vanessa’s next steps will be to attend college, which she feels the program 
supported her in by encouraging her to apply, sharing their own college stories, 
and preparing her for this new experience. 



A Year in Photos
May 2014 - April 2015
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BOLDER BOULDER 

GENESISTERs trained every Saturday for over

8 weeks.
Way to go girls!

“All the training 
really does pay off  

in the end!”

- Jaqui V.



“You can do anything 
you set your mind to!”

- Coach Jody, Bolder Boulder
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UNION RESERVOIR AND TENNYSON
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CASEY MIDDLE SCHOOL RESOURCE FAIR

“GENESISTER has helped me get to this next 

step in my life because they always kept me in 

check with my grades, and they also helped me 

register for college and apply for scholarships! 

Thank you for everything GENESISTER!” 

– Miritzi M, SVVSD GRADUATE



HALLOWEEN @ ELITCH GARDENS 
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SERVICE LEARNING WITH CARDS FOR 
KIDS & COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE

GENESISTERs collected food for Community 
Food Share’s annual food drive. 



SERVICE LEARNING WITH 
THERE WITH CARE

GENESISTERs created cards and banners to decorate the 
rooms of children in local hospitals.



SERVICE LEARNING @ GINGERBREAD TEA
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GENESISTERs staffed the gingerbread cookie decorating table at the 
annual There with Care fundraiser.



HOLIDAY PARTIES!!!



ICE SKATING!!!
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DAY OF SERVICE MURAL PAINTING

GENESISTERs helped paint a mural at Out Boulder in 
honor of Martin Luther King Jr.



CRACKPOTS & COLOR ME MINE
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“GENESISTER has helped 
me get to this next step and 

help me fi nd myself.” 
– Adriana O, SVVSD GRADUATE
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YOUTH ACTION DAY/LARC PRESENTATION



GENESISTERs presented about the 
importance of LARCs to over 100 youth 
at Youth Action Day in Denver.

“It made me feel really empowered 
because one person’s voice combined 
with so many others can create such 

a strong message.” 
– KEADY G, SVVSD GRADUATE 



VOLUNTEERING AT COLORADO HOUSE RABBIT SOCIETYA
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GENESISTER
staff + volunteers

JODY SCANLON
GENESISTER Program Manager

YANINA GOMEZ
Parent Specialist, 

Boulder Valley School District/
St. Vrain Valley School District

MAYA SOL DANSIE
Youth Specialist, 

Boulder Valley School District

JOANNA CORTES POMEO
Youth Specialist, 

St. Vrain Valley School District

TAYLOR STEIN
Group Leader, 

Boulder Valley School District/
St. Vrain Valley School District

TINA TRIFILIO-HART
Service Learning Specialist, 

Boulder Valley School District/
St. Vrain Valley School District

JOCELYN MASURAT
Youth Sexual Health 
Program Specialist



MAURA KINSELLA
2014 - Present

ERIN LOWER
2014 – Present

ALLISON REGAN
2015 - Present

ERIN PETTIS
2014 - Present

GENESISTER Volunteers

special
thanks

GENESISTER STATS

Thank you for the generous support of GENESISTER programming by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the 
Rose Community Foundation, and the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation.

In 2014,

ZERO
GENESISTERs

got pregnant.

In 2014,

99% 

of GENESISTERs  

remained enrolled in school.

50%
of GENESISTERs 

participated in a Service 

Learning/Volunteer 

opportunity.

CORTNEY RAGATZ
2015 - Present

MADISON SNYDER
2015 – Present

MICHELLE PIENKNAGURA
2015 - Present

LINDSAY PARSONS
Health Educator, University 
of Denver, 2013 - Present

A big thank you goes to all of the GENESISTERs who volunteered to help with event projects and 
shared their ideas and feedback with the GENESISTER Planning Committee.



Para español  303 678 6151 
For English  303 413 7529

www.BoulderCountyGENESISTER.org


