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GENESISTER REPRESENTS
GIVING, NOBLE, SMART, STRONG.

GENESISTER REPRESENTS
FLYING HIGH, RESPECT FOR ALL.

GENESISTER REPRESENTS POWER IN 
PLANNING, THE FUTURE IS OURS!

In Memory 
Lauren Granados Rodriguez

August 29, 2000 - October 16, 2016

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day.

Unseen, unheard, but always near, 
so loved, so missed, 

so very dear.
Rest in peace, Lauren. We love you.

The Dragonfl y
Dragonfl ies are symbols of change, 
self realization, mental and emotional 
maturity, and understanding of the 
deeper meaning of life. They represent 
grace and power, rhythm and poise, 
and signify the ability to see beyond 
the ordinary. A dragonfl y knows the 
power of individuality while respecting 
the unity of a group. 

GENESISTER has chosen the 
dragonfl y as its symbol to emphasize 
the ability of all GENESISTERS to 
be strong young women with the 
character to delve deep into their 
lives and develop a clear vision of the 
future they seek - one that will allow 
them to live life to its fullest.



A Year in Photos
May 2016 - April 2017

AMISTAD 5K RUN

DABBLE PAINTING

FARM DAY SERVICE LEARNING
“DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM” IMMIGRATION PERFORMANCE
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ANNUAL TRIP TO ESTES PARK

GRADUATION PARTY

PRIDE 2016
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DENVER AQUARIUM

HOPE BLANKETS FOR THE HOMELESS

CRACKPOTS

BOWLING
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CUMBRE

DIA DE MUERTOS

GENESISTERs from 
Boulder and Longmont 

attended and volunteered at 
this annual conference for 
and by Spanish-speaking 

women and youth! 
CumbreCompaneras.org

COMMUNITY SERVICE LEARNING



FRIGHT FEST @ ELITCHES

HALLOWEEN LONGMONT
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“Leaving is bitte
rsw

eet. I’
m 

happy to have gotten to 

where I am now, but I w
ill 

also miss all of th
e people; 

interacting with everyone 

and having fun!” 

 
–LUZELENA, SVVSD
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CAFE CULTURA

GENESISTERs joined up with 
Youth Global Leadership 
students to send cards, 

valentines, and letters of support to 
people detained. 

CRACKPOTS

IMMIGRATION DETENTION CENTER VIGIL

COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE 
ANNUAL DRIVE

“GENESISTER will 
always have a 
special place in my 
heart!” 
 –ZULEMA, BVSD



ICE SKATING!!!
HOLIDAY PARTIES!
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“Challenges are what 
make life interesting 
and overcoming them 
is what makes life 
meaningful”. 
 – KARLA, BVSD 
 



CRACKPOTS

CU BOULDER COLLEGE TOUR
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FREQUENT FLYERS
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Boulder GENESISTERs shared stories of immigration, resilience, 
reproductive justice, and love which will air on KGNU in 2017. 

Longmont GENESISTERs helped tackle the 
issue of homelessness in the local community 
by cooking meals, distributing fl yers, collecting 
donations for Homeless Outreach Providing 
Encouragement (HOPE) shelters. 

HOPE COOKING FOR THE HOMELESS & 
COLLECTING DONATIONS

KGNU STORYTELLING



Amethyst Schmitz
Most Memorable Experience: Youth Action Day, because GENESISTER 

connected with the larger community to work towards bringing awareness to the 

topic of youth sexual health. I enjoyed being at the State Capitol and talking to a 

congresswoman that had differing viewpoints from me.

Most Going to Miss: Everything about GENESISTER! I have been in the program 

since 6th grade and I will miss all of the support I have had since then. It has 

been my second backbone and kept me up when things have gotten hard. 

Biggest Lesson: Information are about reproductive and sexual health, and the 

importance of communication in relationships. Another big lesson I’ve learned 

from the program is that it is okay to ask for help. 

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: The program is there to help you, so try to make 

time and effort to experience it and grow as a person and intellectually. I am 

going to miss everyone and want you all to grow and fl ourish into the wonderful 

humans you are meant to be. 

What’s Next? After I get my GED from Workforce Boulder County I am 

going to attend Metro State University to pursue a degree in performing arts. 

GENESISTER supported me to achieve this goal in every way because Sarah is 

helping me graduate with my GED. She helped me with college applications, and 

gave me the strength to believe in myself when I didn’t think I could graduate on 

time or go on to college. 

Ana Maria Ramirez 
Most Memorable Experience: Ice skating with the group a few years back and 

meeting new people. 

Most Going to Miss: Meeting for one on ones. I liked going to the park with Sarah 

and talking about everything on my mind and that was going on in my life. 

Biggest Lesson: Try to keep myself motivated in school and in life. 

What’s Next? Once I graduate from GOAL Academy I plan on getting a job in 

Longmont so I can save up to achieve my long-term goal of working in fashion 

design. GENESISTER has helped me by keeping me motivated in school and 

introducing me to new people. 

Guadalupe Vaquera “Pitah”
Most Memorable Experience: Going to the ICE detention center in support of those 

detained. I can relate to them - the feeling and experience. And, I was able to speak 

on what I believe. This was really powerful for me and it will be something I will 

remember forever.

Most Going to Miss: I grew up with GENESISTER - I’m going to miss everything. The 

learning that we had at every group is what I’ll miss. All the bonding with the sisters 

and with the community. 

Biggest Lesson: Be open to new things, and to be kind to others. I also learned the 

importance of getting involved in my community. GENESISTER taught me to take 

advantage of opportunities I have and to learn from my mistakes, always going 

forward. 

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Know that GENSISTER is the group that you can 

count on for anything, whether its school, sexual health, family issues, they are always 

there. GENESISTER never leaves you… Once a GENESISTER, always a GENESISTER!

What’s Next? After graduation, I’ll be working and focusing on next steps for my 

career and my life. Maya helped create, support, and achieve it. She was the person 

who, since middle school and all through high school helped. I tried to give up, many 

times, and she made me see the importance of school and graduating. 

No nomas me estaba diciendo, “Si puedes”, pero iba a la escuela y llamaba para 

asegurar que estaba ahí. También iba a mi casa para estar conmigo y también para 

hablar con mis papas. No matter what you would support me, Maya. You made me 

see my potential because you always believed in me. Ella me apoyo. 

Our GENESISTER Graduates



Our GENESISTER Graduates
Jatzeny Flores
Most Memorable Experience: It’s hard to say considering I’ve been in the 

program since I was eleven. Although I think I would have to say that running 

the Bolder Boulder with Jody was very memorable for me. I loved having fun 

and interacting with so many people. I loved how Jody would push me, and I 

also loved learning that my body has no limits. Anything that you want your 

body to do you can train it to do. 

Most Going to Miss: Being able to gather around with girls who may or may 

not have the same beliefs as me but have the same passion and drive to talk 

about controversial subjects that affect us.  

Biggest Lesson: My body is my own and no one knows what is best for me 

better than me. I learned that I am a strong and powerful individual who has 

the right to keep whatever I want to myself because not everyone needs to 

know my business, especially when it concerns my body.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Be yourself! Don’t try to be anyone else but 

you. One day you will grow and mature and realize that you’re a pretty cool 

person and no one can ever take that from you. Try to attend youth group 

and any volunteering opportunities you can. I learned a lot from going out 

and doing these things, like how to interact with people and express myself to 

others. 

What’s Next? I plan to work at a nail salon forever. As crazy as that sounds, I 

love it. I plan to learn and get better every day. I never want to settle. I want to 

also get my esthetician license to do facials and waxing. My ultimate goal is to 

own my own salon one day.    

Jazzmyn Rubalcaba 
Most Memorable Experience: Going to Youth Action Day, because we went to 

the state capitol in Denver to pass a bill about LARCs. It was interesting seeing so 

many young people getting the word out about cheaper and better birth control.

Most Going to Miss: All of the support from other girls in GENESISTER. I felt 

supported by them in groups and all the time outside of groups for whatever was 

going on in my life.

Biggest Lesson: Stay positive even when life gets really hard. GENESISTER also 

taught me everything I know about birth control and I am going to use that 

information for the rest of my life.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Stay strong through high school even when it 

is diffi cult because it is worth it in the end. Also, stick with GENESISTER. It has 

helped me a lot and can help you too.

What’s Next? After I graduate from Silver Creek High School I am going to attend 

Metro State University in Denver to pursue degrees in art and psychology. I also 

hope to travel to Japan and see the world after college. GENESISTER supported 

me throughout the college application process which allowed me to get accepted 

at a four year university.

Jennifer Ramirez
No interview or photo available. 



Our GENESISTER Graduates
Noelia Padilla
Most Memorable Experience: The volunteer projects in general, like when we 

went to the Wild Plum Center and helped throw a party for the children there. 

I really enjoyed playing with the children because they were having fun and it 

reminded me how to have fun and be a kid again. 

Most Going to Miss: The one-on-one’s. I really enjoyed having someone to 

update on the important parts of my life. I really enjoyed having Tina for personal 

questions that I didn’t feel comfortable going to my parents for. 

Biggest Lesson: Be more open about birth control because it is normal to use 

and nothing to be ashamed about. I also learned to look outside of my comfort 

zone to help others by doing things like volunteering at the HOPE homeless 

shelter. 

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Get more involved because volunteering can 

help your college resume and you can meet other people with similar experiences 

to you. 

What’s Next? After I graduate from Longmont High I am going on to college to 

continue my studies in the dental fi eld so I can get a good paying dental job and 

travel. If I could go anywhere in the world I would go to Paris because it looks 

beautiful and I want to experience something different. Tina helped me achieve 

my college goals by helping me apply for scholarships and by getting me excited 

about the idea. She gave me more information than my school did about college 

and it opened up doors for me. 

Jenny Peña
Most Memorable Experience: Reading to children at the Tennyson Center in 

Denver, because we helped children feel happy and excited about reading. 

Most Going to Miss: GENESISTER groups because it was a time to bond and 

discuss ideas and issues that are important to us like talking about service 

learning and creating projects for people experiencing homelessness. 

Biggest Lesson: We have to respect others at all times and learn how to deal 

with things if people are being mean. I also learned that helping others can 

make a difference in the community. 

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Believe in yourselves because your dreams are 

possible, just don’t leave the things you want to achieve to the last minute. Life 

can be a hustle but at the end it is all worth it. 

What’s Next? After I graduate from Skyline High School I am going to attend 

college at Front Range Community College to study nursing or criminology. 

After I go to Front Range and then transfer to a four year university I want 

to become a neonatal nurse or a detective. GENESISTER supported me in 

achieving my goals by encouraging me throughout high school. Sarah also 

helped me complete my FAFSA and took me to visit Front Range so I can go to 

college with fi nancial support.

Uri Cornelio
Most Memorable Experience: Going into fun nights with all of my friends in 

GENESISTER. 

Most Going to Miss: My friends, all of the ones I made in the program. I’ll miss 

Maya too, and I’m going to miss the fun nights!

Biggest Lesson: I really learned to be open minded, especially with people who 

are different from me. GENESISTER supported me in many ways, but it mostly 

helped me in socializing with other people.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Enjoy it all, it will go by really fast…

What’s Next? Where the world takes me. I will start looking for a job this summer 

and will be attending Metro College in January. 



signatures & 
memories



GENESISTER Staff 

JODY SCANLON
GENESISTER Program Manager

YANINA GOMEZ
Parent Specialist 

Boulder Valley School District/

St. Vrain Valley School District

MAYA SOL DANSIE
Youth Specialist 

Boulder Valley School District

SARAH SCHNALL

Youth Spcialist 

Boulder Valley School District/

St. Vrain Valley School District

TINA TRIFILIO-HART
Youth Specialist

St. Vrain Valley School District

ERIN SPIES
2014 – Present

GENESISTER Volunteers

GENESISTER Stats

Thank you for the generous support of GENESISTER programming 

by the City of Boulder, City of Longmont, Boulder County 

Department of Housing and Human Services, Colorado 

Department of Health Care Policy and Finance, the Rose 

Community Foundation, and the Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation.

In 2016, there was 

only 

one pregnancy in the 

program.

In 2016,

100% 

of GENESISTERs  

remained enrolled in school.

44%
of GENESISTERs 

participated in a Service 

Learning/Volunteer 

opportunity.

A giant THANK YOU to all of the volunteers who gave their time and energy to help support GENESISTER!

MISHA ZIMMERMAN
2015 - Present

ZOE LANG
2015 - Present

ANNA STEVENS
2016 – Present

KELSEY WHITE
2016 - Present

BROOKE PALAY
2016 - Present

ERIKA IISA
2017 – Present

LAUREN ZEECK
2016 - Present

MOLLY CREEK
2017 - Present



Para español  303 678 6151 

For English  303 413 7529

BoulderCountyGENESISTER.org


