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Rabbit Mountain Elk & Vegetation Management Plan 
Initial Comments 

 
Marilyn Whittaker 
whittakm@colorado.edu 
2017-03-22 16:00:50 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I was told at an initial meeting that it is documented fact that elk are less likely to congregate in areas 
near hiking trails.  It was suggested that the trails at the top that I believe form a loop to return back 
down would instead be extended outwardly - to form additional trails in the areas of high elk 
concentration. I do not see any mention of a plan to entend hiking trails- instead only to approve 
hunting.  The trails would be a permanent solution, while hunting will be limited to seasons and did not 
meet with enthusiatic approval from the City Council study session.  So what happened to the extended 
trails idea??????????????????k\Marilyn Whittaker 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Steve Hilde 
arrowhd@comcast.net 
2017-03-22 17:41:26 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I own 600 acres that abuts Rabbit Mountain on your northern boundary in Larimer county.  I am not 
only concerned with the habitat damage you are receiving, but the potential for damage on my 
property. I would encourage hunting to reduce the herd size, and reduce habitat damage, and 
encourage normal migration up the continental divide.  Thanks  Steve 
 
 

 
Marc Weber 
marc.weber@hotmail.com 
2017-03-22 18:49:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that it is critically important to the health of the Rabbit Mountain area to do something stop 
the habitat damage caused by the overpopulation of elk in the area.  This overpopulation impacts 
adjacent private land owners as well through crrop damage.  Damage caused by wildlife results in 
payments of scarce funds from the state.  Boulder County should work with CPW to  mitigate this issue.  
If limited hunting on the property will cause the elk start migrating again, then I support this plan. 
 
 

 
Ben Rodman 
Benredbeard@gmail.com 
2017-03-22 19:01:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mark Scofield 
litenupp@gmail.com 
2017-03-22 19:21:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Yes. If not managed, this herd will overwhelm its range. That will be sad for Boulder County, tragic for 
the elk. They were here before Boulder County! 
 
 

 
Aaron Smith 
asmithpro@gmail.com 
2017-03-22 19:25:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I believe this is a great way. To mitigate rising expenses due to crop and ag damage. It also will help 
move many of these elk into other part, further reducing overall damage. 
 
 

 
Jay Stott 
jay.stott@gmail.com 
2017-03-22 19:25:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am in support of hunting in this area to mitigate the damage to sensitive habitat, and to mitigate 
damage to agricultural areas in close proximity to the elk range. 
 
 

 
Jon Bailey 
jbbaileywy@yahoo.com 
2017-03-22 19:37:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe hunting is the most logical, cost effective plan to help control the elk herd. Hunting has a 
vibrant heritage in Colorado and the Front Range and garners lots of support despite different ideals 
that have been brought into the area. But, the fact is, hunting is and will continue to be a way of life for 
a great many people, and those people would sure like the opportunity that has been brought to this 
discussion.  Look to Wyoming and their amazing hunter management area program to learn what works. 
 
 

 
Chris Rollins 
martinmvp@yahoo.com 
2017-03-22 20:41:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Sean HUdson 
sean@crowandraven.com 
2017-03-22 20:51:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Shaun Ross 
shaun674@hotmail.com 
2017-03-22 22:01:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I frequent rabbit mountain open space and have witnessed the large concentrated year round herd.  I 
strongly support the draft rabbit mountain elk management plan (as written) and feel that it will benefit 
the eco system and provide for more natural elk behavior and health. 
 
 

 
Don Ward 
don@greybullprecison.com 
2017-03-22 22:43:46 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Being a user of this open space and an amatuer naturalist, its obvious the elk issue needs to be 
addressed.  I support the idea of limited hunting to promote normal elk migration and address the 
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serious habitat issues this unique situation is causing.   We need to put the long term needs of both the 
elk and the habitat as top priority.  I believe a limited amount of hunting under the guidance of the CPW 
is both warranted and prudent.   Elk aren't a static resource and the herd living basically year round in 
this concentrated area is not healthy.  Elk are a huge success story.  Sound, scientific based management 
has allowed populations to prosper all over the country.  Limited, controlled herd management through 
hunting has been a vital part of that success story. 
 
 

 
Stephanie Wendorf 
darkhorse2572@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 06:46:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a landowner affected by this herd (although not a hunter myself), I support hunting as a part of the 
Rabbit Mountain elk herd management program.  Thank you 
 
 

 
Robert Cole 
rlcole1985@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 06:46:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jeff Shaw 
jcshaw22@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 06:57:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Jason Williams 
jwilly_@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 07:18:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I would like to offer my support of the Plan, the BCPOS and CPW Staff Management Options 
Recommendations which include the Public Harvest Program (public hunting).  These elk are a public 
resource managed by the State of Colorado and it makes tremendous sense to utilize public, ethical 
hunters, who will pay for this opportunity to help manage and utilize the resource.  This program will 
provide tremendous benefit to the ecosystem by dispersing elk over a larger part of their range and 
encourage more natural, seasonal migrations.  In addition to those items, the public hunting program 
will minimize costs to taxpayers, BCPOS, and CPW. 
 
 

 
Dave Stone 
stoneman2260@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 07:19:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
With the continued increase in game damage to the habitat and neighboring private lands, I am in 
support of a Management Plan that will address this concern.   If left alone this issue will continue to 
grow and create more concerns on how to get it under control. If a sound management plan 
implemented now, we can assess the effectiveness and determine if more or less management is 
necessary. 
 
 

 
William Hardie 
wllmhjames@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 07:40:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this plan as i believe limited hunting would be an effective way to decrease the size of the 
herd, both helping mitigate damage to the local environment and neighboring property. I believe it 
makes sense to use hunters who would will personally consume the meat from these animals and pay 
for the opportunity to cull the herd rather than paying government employees. This proposal is an 
environmentally sustainable as well as economically conscious approach to a community probelm. 
 
 

 
Jeff Jaeger 
serotta2000@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 07:54:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Steven Lohr 
steven.c.lohr@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 07:55:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe it is an excellent opportunity to do the right thing for the community of land owners adjacent 
to the open space and it is certainly part of the responsibility we have to manage the elk.  I look forward 
to public comment. 
 
 

 
Kjell Hedstrom 
kjell.hedstrom@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 07:59:29 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Bobby English 
pecosred@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 08:06:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
sean metrick 
rideold@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 08:27:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Great idea.  There isn't enough use of hunting for conservation and herd management on municipal and 
county open space lands in the front range.  History and science has shown the effectiveness of proper 
wildlife management with hunting as one of the tools available to that end.  I would also support 
archery use as a way to expand the areas available to hunt in since that would lessen the public impact 
and allow hunting as a management tool in areas unsuitable to firearms.  I would also like to see a 
similar program evaluated for City of Boulder open space for deer. 
 
 

 
Sean McCoy 
seanmccoyphoto@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 08:32:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
This plan benefits the habitat and leads to sustainable food harvest while reducing damage to 
neighboring private lands. 
 
 

 
jeff wolcott 
jeffswine@charter.net 
2017-03-23 08:41:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
If you don't break up large herds like thus, wasting disease will set in and remain in the area. 
Bowhunters can do a fine job without endangering anyone and the meat will all be used. 
 
 

 
Anthony Frith 
anthonyfrith@comcast.net 
2017-03-23 08:57:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
limited and monitored hunting of this elk heard would be a very inexpensive and effective means to 
insuring the preservation of the local habitat and private property in the area. 
 
 

 
Gerald Hraban 
jhpremierinspart@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 09:05:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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By allowing hunting, you now only help achieve your goal, but also can raise funds.  Rather than simply 
an expense, hunting helps pays those expenses. 
 
 

 
Dennis Doerr 
traditionaldoerr@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 09:07:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hello, I believe that the most economical route should be taken to help curb the damage to the habitat 
and to those that's very lively hood depends on agriculture, the damage there appears to be very 
financially burdensome. The culling(legal hunting) of the current elk herd appears to be the most sound 
approach to this problem and least burdensome on the tax payers.      Thank you, Dennis Doerr 
 
 

 
Gerald Tadina 
gtadina@dhscott.com 
2017-03-23 09:08:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Andrew Decker 
ajd258@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 09:09:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Ryan Howard 
ry-42@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 09:23:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This herd needs to be managed before habitat is lost or damaged beyond repair 
 
 

 
Jon Tarkington 
jon.tarkington@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 09:57:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a lifelong Colorado Resident who has been a very active outdoor resident of Boulder County since 
1995. I regularly enjoy activities on Boulder County open space properties, including hiking, running, 
mountain biking, road biking and once in a great while, skiing.  After review, I strongly support this plan 
with public hunting as a management tool. The inclusion of hunting on Rabbit Mtn would not only help 
with associated issues of an exploding population but also provide an opportunity to educate the public 
on proper use of hunting in wildlife management. The public perception of hunting in the county has 
been largely unbalanced since I became an avid hunter 12 years ago. Previously I  had not understood 
the proper use of hunting. To this day I am frequently afraid to admit I am a hunter in Boulder partially 
due to the County reinforcing anti-hunting sentiment though it's ban on hunting as a wildlife 
management tool in their public open space properties.  I applaud Parks and open space for undertaking 
this massive project considering the vast public involvement that is likely to occur.  Thanks for your time 
and consideration.  Jon Tarkington 
 
 

 
Jeffrey Profera 
jeffproff@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 10:08:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
don't share my email with anyone 
 
 

 
Douglas Ekberg 
ekberg1224@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 10:14:14 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think it's a great idea to manage wildlife by hunting. 
 
 

 
Keith Prince 
allaboutturkeys@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 10:30:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan to manage the Elk herd in Boulder County's Open Space. 
 
 

 
Ian MacGregor 
ian@skratchlabs.com 
2017-03-23 10:43:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Rob O'Dea 
rob@sageallied.com 
2017-03-23 10:57:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jonathan Watson 
jonathanmwatson@msn.com 
2017-03-23 11:04:50 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a firm believer in the North American model of conservation. We must be allowed to use science-
based management tools that would actually provide tax dollars to the county and state, not take tax 
dollars away simply because a vocal minority oppose hunting.      To go a step further, I think opening 
this up as an opportunity for youth hunters would be even better. 
 
 

 
Travis Wright 
Fitbike_rider2006@msn.com 
2017-03-23 11:09:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jim Deeming 
jim.deeming@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 11:16:08 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this plan and would participate, either as a hunter or volunteer.   I live nearby and drive by this 
herd daily. In addition to crop and property damage, there have been numerous elk/vehicle collisions 
which are extremely dangerous.  Crop damages are paid for by sportsmen and women through licenses 
and other fees. If CPW is not allowed to apply proven wildlife management tools, then there should be 
an annual fee to access Rabbit Mountain of $56 - or proof of purchase of an elk license ($46) and a 
Colorado Habitat Stamp ($10). 
 
 

 
Sally Bell 
boulderbell2@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 11:29:14 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
See below 
 
Additional comments: 
Haze them with noise, rubber bullets, etc. Don't hunt them. In such a popular park, too much chance of 
hitting a person. 
 
 

 
John O'Dea 
jodea207@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 11:41:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Thanks for using science to help manage the restoration of elk to the Front Range. I support the efforts 
to enhance the elk population on the Front Range and believe that hunting is an appropriate tool for 
helping to reduce animal / human conflicts. 
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Jim Edwards 
qsssteel@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 11:53:08 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a landowner in Larimer county. The amount of damage a much smaller herd of elk can do is 
amazing. This program will keep the elk moving around allowing many people viewing opportunities 
while minimizing the damage caused by this large herd. Hazing the elk will destroy fences and drive 
them into areas where auto/animal accidents will abound. 
 
 

 
Marvin clyncke 
mclyncke@usa.net 
2017-03-23 11:53:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Robert Rea 
rea5280@aol.com 
2017-03-23 12:30:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
this would be a wonderful opportunity to help local Colorado hunters and Colorado youth hunters. 
 
 

 
John MacGregor 
jmacadoo@aol.com 
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2017-03-23 12:40:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Michael Junk 
michaelejunk@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 12:53:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
It is the duty of CPW to manage the wildlife in the state of Colorado state wide. If this is the conclusion 
of the people that have been paid by the state to be experts in this field, I see no reason to contradict 
them.  I share the concern of another comment writer in regard to managing the human interaction 
during the proposed hunt. However, it was good to see that there have been other instances in the state 
where other open spaces have allowed this type of action without any adverse effects. 
 
 

 
brian Waugh 
brianscottwaugh@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 13:23:31 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think the plan is solid. Pending community support. As a hunter from the front range I do not see an 
issue with management program to help the herd migrate as the species should. allowing hunters to 
manage the population would be great. I really feel that bowhunting preferences would be even cooler. 
As an avid bowhunter that understands the benefits for bowhunting I would love a chance at a tag like 
this. Being near boulder, the community does not typically support firearms as much as more traditional 
methods of take. I think the community would respond well to bowhunters and would allow for a 
continual positive experiences with allowing hunters on this land to manage the herd and help conserve 
the land so it is usable in many ways beyond hunting. 
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Kenneth Eiten 
khe@comcast.net 
2017-03-23 13:25:29 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
In situations where wildlife has exceeded the carrying capacity of it's habitat one of the best tools 
wildlife management has to address the problem is hunting. Hunting provides several immediate, as 
well as long term, solutions. First, hunting immediately addresses the issue of over-population. Second, 
hunting targeted groups of animals, such as females, slows the growth of the herd's population.Third, 
hunting injects much needed income to local and state agencies by means of license purchases and 
ancillary purchases which help the local economy.And fourth, hunting provides a source of fresh and 
healthy protein into people's diets. In 2005 I worked temporarily with what was then known as the 
Division of Wildlife. We had a program in which we accepted donated meat of big game and provided it 
to local non-profit charities. We were able to supply meat to many families who could not afford it. 
Along with other methods, I firmly believe that the proposed management plan will address many of the 
problems outlined in the draft plan. 
 
 

 
Ray Grosshans 
ray@panelmastersinc.com 
2017-03-23 13:48:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have been a Boulder County resident for 33 years. One of the reasons I came here and stayed, is 
because of the commitment of people here to preservation of wild places and wild animals. These elk 
have rapidly become more like livestock than truly wild animals. The behaviors that have made it 
possible for their survival for thousands of years have been altered by the arbitrary caprices of human 
beings in eliminating any natural threats toward the elk in a very small area. A little bit of hunting 
pressure will force them to return to their ancient habits of annual migration in a relatively short time. 
The overwhelming majority of hunters are careful and considerate of other people and property in the 
ares where they hunt. With the mandatory training and orientation, the possibility of hunter-related 
problems becomes negligible. Other methods, such as adding more trails, will likely not work. More 
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trails does not necessarily provide the needed amount of human-elk interaction to move these animals 
out. There simply are not enough people regularly using these areas to make a difference to the elk. 
 
 

 
Tom Diesing 
tom.diesing@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 13:56:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have driven by the Rabbit Mountain Open Space area everyday for the last 20 years. I have watched 
that herd of elk increase in numbers over that time. I have seen the herd as far east as N95th street in 
corn fields and the Oreo cow farms area. I have seen 2 elk get hit by cars and put down by DOW officers 
in the past two years. This herd is really grown and definitely needs to be managed! I strongly support 
hunting in the Rabbit Mountain Open Space Areas.   Thank You - Tom Diesing 
 
 

 
Joel Grosshans 
grosshans.joel@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 14:07:31 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I feel that an archery season with limited license is the most responsible given the proximity to 
residences. 
 
 

 
Evan Eschmeyer 
eeschmeyer@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 14:25:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I would love to see hunting be part of the management plan on Rabbit Mountain (and other properties).  
Managing wildlife population should be part of any responsible land stewardship plan. 
 
 

 
Steven Choromanski 
s_choroman@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 14:33:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a resident, I strongly support this plan to both control the population of elk at a manageable level and 
to lower the financial burden on the Colorado Parks and Wildlife (and the sportsmen of our state who 
finance it) from continually having to pay game damage claims that this over-population of elk is 
causing. Limited hunting will achieve the management goals, and it is a socially acceptable means of 
controlling game population to a majority of resident in the state. 
 
 

 
Joe Latter 
joe@joelatterphotographer.com 
2017-03-23 15:29:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Dustin Hardage 
dustinhardage@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 15:45:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Robert Driskel 
ryandriskel@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 16:12:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Sometimes non-hunters are more open to archery hunts. I would support an archery only hunt as an 
alternative. 
 
 

 
William Hergenrader 
willhergenrader@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 16:43:02 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think it makes a lot more sense to allow limited public hunting , then to attempt sterilization or hazing 
or some other silly attempt. 
 
 

 
Paul Caldara 
pcc1960@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 16:52:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan.  It is very pragmatic, and, if implemented, I expect it to be very successful. 
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Chris Till 
ctisme_9900@yahoo.com 
2017-03-23 17:14:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe it would not only benefit the herd put help protect the ag lands. It is the most viable option out 
there instead of having to just cull the herd and waste the animal. 
 
 

 
Brian Kent 
brian.r.kent2@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 17:29:15 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
For years, I  have been a very frequent user of all of the trails / roads at Rabbit Valley and am having a 
hard time accepting the numbers that have been posted regarding the elk population here. I have 
witnessed deer and a small number of elk but even these, compared to other county open space 
properties seem to be low counts. I also realize that hunters can put up a strong front in their lobbying. I 
don't like to be one to question the integrity of those that formulated this plan but I do question its 
accuracy. 
 
 

 
Tavis Rogers 
tavisrogers@msn.com 
2017-03-23 17:40:51 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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David Walton 
davidjwalton_trim@hotmail.com 
2017-03-23 18:41:51 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
richard shyra 
shyra1991@msn.com 
2017-03-23 18:50:51 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan to limited game management in this and other front range areas. I asked years ago 
about areas along the front range with growing elk migration or some resident herd activity and was 
told that at the time no management plan was in place. Allowing archers and black powder hunters into 
those areas may be more acceptable for those people who do not hunt.  A possible reason might be fear 
of long range rifle misses and sound.  Archery being  a primitive hunting style lessons the degree of 
sound , volume of activity by hunters. Black powder also with limited access might be more tolerable, 
except for sound. but even that would be limited. 
 
 

 
David Cardwell 
cardwell@ktc.com 
2017-03-23 19:43:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There is such a thing as too much of a good thing.  The elk in that area have it too good and with no 
natural predators, they will continue to increase in numbers to the point that it will damage the habitat 
and that is good for no one, including the elk 
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john mayea 
jmayea@frii.com 
2017-03-23 19:44:32 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
you have taken money from hunters for years to buy these lands than have excluded hunting in these 
areas. If you want the hunting community to support open lands let us used them. 
 
 

 
Robert Fischer 
bob.fischer2049@comcast.net 
2017-03-23 20:12:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunters  have always been at the forefront of conservation for both game and non-game species.   For 
the second time in 50 years we've  gone from the DOW to supporting the CP&W.   Hunting is a privilege 
and we may be a minority nowadays, but we still far outspend probably any other group with our license 
fees. 
 
 

 
Aaron McKelvey 
durangoaaron@gmaiol.com 
2017-03-23 20:38:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Kenneth Kluza 
kenkluza@gmail.com 
2017-03-23 20:39:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this plan due to the amount of habitat loss and crop damage issues to help control the elk 
population, Hunting is a  tool to control wild game populations and it is cost effective. Using birth 
control or moving these elk to another place is not.  This is a win-win situation for all involved.  Ken 
 
 

 
Tim Brass 
tim@backcountryhunters.org 
2017-03-24 07:38:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Boulder County has done an incredible job of conserving some of Boulder County's best wildlife habitat, 
though overtime the loss of active management of wildlife species has led to increasing wildlife conflicts 
with neighboring landowners, unnatural behavior and ecological damage to native vegetation in areas 
like Rabbit Mountain.  As the county looks for cost effective ways to manage the burgeoning elk head on 
Rabbit Mountain, we would encourage the county to work with sportsmen and CO Parks & Wildlife to 
implement some well managed hunts aimed at controlling the population size, while minimizing any 
potential conflicts with other users.  Hunters have picked up the tab for the issues caused by Boulder 
County's lack of active management of the elk heard for years, shelling out 100's of thousands of private 
land game damage claims over the years.  A limited hunt would provide hunters with the opportunity to 
procure local food, help fund CPW's wildlife management work and limit ongoing agricultural and 
vegetative ecological damage.  Thank you for your willingness to work with sportsmen and CPW on a 
solution that will work for everyone. 
 
 

 
George Stark 
gstark1321@gmail.com 
2017-03-24 09:13:32 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that the best way to address the elk issue is to allow limited bow hunting. Hopefully the elk will 
move back to safer public lands and away from the Ag damage they are causing. If not, at least herd 
numbers can be addressed. We effectively use hunting pressure during winter to move elk off our hay 
meadows and both protect the hay meadows and riparian habitat from overgrazing when elk move in in 
large numbers. Other tools like hazing may be added to supplement the bow hunting. Have you 
considered slug guns or black powder rifles? The noise they make may add to the incentive for the elk to 
leave and they have range about like a bow. (50 yds for a slug gun). Thanks George L. Stark MD  Boulder 
resident since 1971 
 
 

 
Mahting Putelis 
mahting@hunttoeat.com 
2017-03-24 09:55:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a resident of the front range and business owner, www.HunttoEat.com , focused on hunters we 
would like to give new hunters in the area all the opportunity possible to learn the great skill of hunting. 
We also understand that conservation of animals and wild spaces is best done by using a great hunting 
management plan. 
 
 

 
Chris Dahm 
cedahm@hotmail.com 
2017-03-24 11:02:30 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Elk are naturally migratory, and without better management and re-establishment of their migration, 
the Rabbit Mountain herd will continue to cause increasing damage to adjacent private lands and 
property and continue to degrade the habitat.    I am 100% in favor of CPW's recommendation on this. 
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Yves Urvois 
yurvois@hotmail.com 
2017-03-24 11:07:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the current plan as it will generate revenue for Wildlife management and potentially affect the 
elk in such a way that a more "normal" migratory pattern will be established. My only concern is that it 
might push the elk further into private land rather than into the mountains. Perhaps a deal with private 
landowners could be established to allow limited access for hunting further into the edges of private 
land. Having said that the 150 yard buffer zone around private land and access points suggests to me 
that option might have already been discussed and rejected by landowners.  This is a very touchy 
subject but I thank Boulder County and CPW for developing a plan and opening up the debate. 
 
 

 
Jake Ronk 
jakeronk@yahoo.com 
2017-03-24 11:17:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
donald ohenley 
ohenld01@veritivcorp.com 
2017-03-24 11:26:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Matt Bassman 
matt.bassman@gmail.com 
2017-03-24 11:45:10 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hello,  As an avid outdoorsmen and conservationist I support this plan. Having grown up in the Boulder 
area I have spent time hiking and mountain biking in the Rabbit Mountain area. Over the years I have 
noticed a decline in the habitat in the area. I have been made aware of the property damage to nearby 
privet land and property (fences, crops, etc.).   Working in conjunction with the Parks and Open space 
and Colorado Parks and wild life I believe that this is a viable solution to an ongoing issue.   Matt 
Bassman 
 
 

 
Tim Hill 
tim@dmeelectric.net 
2017-03-24 12:56:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please start managing these animals. 
 
 

 
Craig Higgins 
craighiggins1@comcast.net 
2017-03-24 14:58:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is a low cost, proven method of managing wildlife. 
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Joycelyn Fankhouser 
fankfam@gmail.com 
2017-03-24 15:37:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is a great idea. Managing the herd will also help keep the mountain lion population in check in these 
areas. 
 
 

 
Stephen Fischer 
stevefischer99@gmail.com 
2017-03-24 16:44:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Susan Wise 
burrowingowlsusan@gmail.com 
2017-03-24 17:19:08 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that if hunting is allowed on Rabbit Mountain, it will open up discussions of hunting on other 
BCPOS properties.  I support hunting for wildlife management, just not on BCPOS properties.  There are 
too many user groups in the highly populated Front Range. Has BCPOS reached out to the local hunting 
community to hunt elk specifically on the agricultural lands? Has BCPOS considered using trained dogs 
to chase the herd onto USFS land prior to the hunting season and again coordinating with local hunters? 
That being said, whatever is decided, I will support as I believe that the Wildlife Biologists and the Park 
Rangers have the best knowledge and experience with these matters.  If the decision is made to go 
forward with hunting, please consider the moose fiasco at Brainard Lake and SHUT THE PROPERTY 
DOWN TO ALL OTHER USERS DURING HUNTING. 
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Robert Hartley 
huntingbob@aol.com 
2017-03-24 21:54:06 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The natural order in wildlife is never a resident herd. This resident herd really never offers a time for the 
grasses  and flora to replenish itself. That is the number one reason to make a change. Other species use 
the same land and there needs should be looked at too. 
 
 

 
Adam gehrke 
tradslam@yahoo.com 
2017-03-24 22:43:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
A step in the right direction! 
 
 

 
John Howard 
jumbojd@me.com 
2017-03-25 14:25:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a long time Boulder County resident and a CPW Commissioner and support the plan.  It is great to 
see the County using a practical and scientific method to return this herd to a natural migratory state.  
There are more hunters than I think is generally realized in Boulder County and it is an important 
conservation group that supports quality habitat for our great County Open Space. 
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John Legn 
john.legnard@gmail.com 
2017-03-26 09:15:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Limited hunting is the most economical and sensible alternative listed.  Please approve this plan. 
 
 

 
Mike Hughes 
mike.hughes@msn.com 
2017-03-26 13:52:17 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Limited hunting licenses or even damage licenses to property owners has always been a win win for 
parties involved.  Highly support. 
 
 

 
Pete Etcheverry 
etchjp@gmail.com 
2017-03-26 15:14:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Manage the elk before they damage their habitat.  This situation would be tragic to the elk. 
 
 

 
Paul Schultz 
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pschultz@ozarch.com 
2017-03-26 15:40:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is a totally unnatural situation - something needs to be done to preserve the shrubs/forage and 
reduce the loss to local farmers.  Hunting is the only viable option.  The program as designed seems to 
be a reasonable balance between public use and the impacts of hunting, while (hopefully) reaching the 
objective. 
 
 

 
Don Vaughn 
dvsv1987@aol.com 
2017-03-26 16:51:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mike Echery 
mechery@commercemtg.com 
2017-03-27 11:41:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have thoroughly read through the proposed plan and think the plan to allow limited and monitored 
hunting seems to be the most efficient, least expense, and greatest success option. This program would 
do well and is similar to those used in other places like Golden Gate State Park. Kudos to Boulder County 
for considering such a plan, this is a real win for wildlife and the management of.  Sincerely,  Mike 
Echery Louisville, CO 
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Sterling Debner 
sterling.debner@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 11:45:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think limited hunting will be a win-win for all parties involved.  Limited hunting will be able to reduce 
the numbers of the elk heard allowing the native habitat to recover all while generating revenue, rather 
than costing money to pay for private property damage. 
 
 

 
Carl Cotten 
chet_cotten@hotmail.com 
2017-03-27 11:56:15 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly support regulated hunting, backed by science, as the first and primary means of controlling 
wildlife populations and wildlife related conflicts.  It is important that the resident elk herd become 
migratory again.  That may ultimately prove difficult to achieve without the cooperation of all 
neighboring private land owners, but establishing hunting on Rabbit Mountain would eliminate one 
primary sanctuary area and ultimately help to preserve the habitat and biodiversity that makes Rabbit 
Mountain so special.  To make hunting on Rabbit Mountain more palatable to the general public, you 
might want to consider limiting the method of take to archery only and have hunting open Monday - 
Thursday only.  You might need to increase the number of hunters allowed on the property slightly, or 
create a sub-unit and special tag just for this area so as to create a longer season with more persistent 
hunting pressure, but with weekday only and archery only use, very few members of the public would 
even notice the hunting activity. 
 
 

 
Johnathan Angell 
johnathan.angell@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 12:01:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that there should be a reasonable cost to the hunters in order to partially offset any costs for 
this program. 
 
 

 
Zack Rodriguez 
zrodtx@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 12:18:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support managed hunting as a conservation tool when deemed necessary by local wildlife biologists. 
 
 

 
Joanna Rodriguez 
jorodtx@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 12:37:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
It is unnatural for elk not to migrate. The draft Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan establishes the 
need for hunting to address ecological damage and game damage on neighboring private lands. 
Additionally, it will save tens of thousands of dollars in damage (Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) is 
liable for damage by elk to agricultural products and fences (C.R.S. 33-3-103 and 33-3-104). In the last 
four years alone (2012-2015), CPW has paid $56,727 in damages to agricultural crops caused by the 
Rabbit Mountain elk herd where official claims were filed and an increasing number of landowners 
indicate they may file game damage claims in the future). 
 
 

 
John McGarity 
jmcgarity@farmersagent.com 
2017-03-27 12:38:31 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
please consider offering the hunting permits to hunters who have purchased elk tags and been unable 
to fill them for 3 or more successive years. 
 
 

 
Chuck Townsend 
chucktownsend08@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 12:58:46 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan and would like to emphasize the need for hunting to address ecological damage and 
game damage on neighboring private lands. 
 
 

 
James Campbell 
j.kent.campbell@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 13:01:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the Public Harvest Plan.  The PHP is a cost effective approach to reducing the herd numbers in 
a manner than benefits the nearby landowners by lessening the grazing pressure and the lucky few 
hunters given the opportunity to hunt.  With hunting pressure applied, the herd will move as though 
they are being hazed.    Again, I support the PHP. 
 
 

 
Garrison Doctor 
garrisondoctor@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 13:10:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly support this plan to allow limited hunting of the elk on Rabbit Mountain. Let's make it 
happen!!  Sincerely,  -Garrison 
 
 

 
Mike Brockman 
brockman0730@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 14:01:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is long overdue!! 
 
 

 
Donald Holmstrom 
donho2@comcast.net 
2017-03-27 14:41:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I had a special elk tag for Rabbit Mountain two years ago. The elk almost exclusively hung out on private 
land and getting landowner permission was difficult. With land owners receiving game damage 
compensation from hunter license fees, securing private land access for hunters needs to be part of any 
effective plan. 
 
 

 
Michael Calkins 
m.a.calkins@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 15:06:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe hunting is a safe and sustainable approach to wildlife management and helps provide healthy 
food for local families. Furthermore, if Boulder County lands are being utilized for cattle grazing, it only 
seems fit to allow some hunting to take place for the purpose of harvesting wild animals rather than 
limit usage to domesticated animals. 
 
 

 
Andrew Howe 
Andrew@andrewdhowe.com 
2017-03-27 15:19:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Sean Bruecken 
seanbruecken@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 15:22:08 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Using the public to harvest animals is the best way to utilize resources and achieve the results desired.  
The alternative seen in other states is hiring contractors to kill animals, often at night to appease public 
view as it is out of sight and out of mind.  However, using legal methods of take as hunters do across the 
state the natural resource and meat of the animals harvested will not be wasted. 
 
 

 
Kyle Richter 
kjr535@gmail.com 
2017-03-27 15:29:24 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Matt Fuller 
matt@boulderfuller.com 
2017-03-27 16:05:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Hunting should be open to bowhunters as well as rifle hunters, with hunting access following the 
traditional hunting seasons throughout Colorado. 
 
Additional comments: 
I fully support the idea of hunting as an effective means of managing wildlife populations.  I believe that 
the public would have a negative reaction to rifle hunting, triggered by the sound of gunfire.  By limiting 
rifle hunting to the traditional rifle seasons, when the weather is colder and there are likely to be less 
visitors, this conflict can be avoided.  East Coast cities with strong urban encroachment to wildlife 
habitat have successfully implemented archery-only seasons to manage whitetail deer populations.  I 
believe this approach can also work well in Colorado. 
 
 

 
Amber Cotten 
amber_cotten@hotmail.com 
2017-03-27 16:08:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
pete spitz 
pspitz@bouldercounty.org 
2017-03-28 06:49:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Walt Stelzer 
stelzerw@yahoo.com 
2017-03-28 09:58:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Without natural predators wildlife  have a tendency to expand in numbers to an unhealthy, to them, 
total. Since wolves will not be reintroduced, the proposed alternative of  limited  hunting in this case is 
the best option.   I am personally not a hunter. I love the outdoors, wilderness and animals. 
 
 

 
Mike Sherman 
mwsherm@gmail.com 
2017-03-28 10:47:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The extensive damage to the highly diverse native plants and wildlife habitat of Rabbit Mountain is a 
serious problem and should be a priority for natural resource managers.  The allowance of limited 
hunting on county-owned Rabbit Mountain Open Space is a cost-effective solution that results in a win-
win solution for habitat quality, wildlife management, as well as provides increased hunting 
opportunities for sportsman. 
 
 

 
Zach Hewitt 
zwhewitt@gmail.com 
2017-03-28 10:56:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
A limited hunting opportunity will be no danger to the general public.  It will benefit the private land 
owners in lowering possible damage. 
 
 

 
max fink 
max.fink@me.com 
2017-03-28 13:20:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mark V 
mpvieira@hotmail.com 
2017-03-28 14:24:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Large, working landscapes held as public open space such as Rabbit Mountain need active wildlife 
management to maintain a healthy relationship between habitat and wildlife populations.  In this day 
and age of human/wildlands interaction, active wildlife management is also needed on publicly held 
open spaces to cooperate with neighboring landowners and to maintain populations within objectives.  
The use of hunting is the primary tool used to accomplish these goals and has a long track record of 
existing in concert with many other uses across a number of other municipalities along the Front Range.  
Allowing limited access elk hunting on Rabbit Mountain is a win-win-win-win for habitat, open space 
managers, wildlife managers and sportsmen/women. 
 
 

 
Ethan Lowe 
elow84@aol.com 
2017-03-28 19:10:30 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I disagree with not allowing traditional lead ammunition.  Traditional lead is allowed on all other public 
lands and Rabbit Mountain Open Space should be no different.  I do appreciate BCPOS deciding to take 
the necessary steps to protect the irreplaceable biodiversity of Rabbit Mountain.  We must protect our 
public lands for future generations and sustainable use and harvest of big game is a vital tenet of wildlife 
conservation in North America. 
 
 

 
Dave Bishop 
Bishop_Dave@comcast.net 
2017-03-29 10:44:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a resident of Boulder County.  The elk herd at Rabbit Mountain is an extension of the herd in and 
around Carter Lake, which is about 10 or so miles north of Rabbit Mountain and in essence an extension 
of the Rocky Mtn National Park herd.  In 2010 there was a vested interest in studying this herd because 
many were dying inexplicably because in fact the herd was not migrating.  I have attached a small piece 
of this story from the Denver Post.  Hunters are the only legitimate and community safe way of assuring 
the elk continue to grow and remain healthy for decades to come, and for many to admire - - - - from a 
distance !  If you read this entire story you will definitively understand the balance gained by allowing 
limited and supervised hunts at Rabbit Mountain.  ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK — Government 
scientists are grappling with unchecked elk herds infected with a mysterious disease.Elk here multiply 
rapidly because hunting — encouraged elsewhere to hold herds in check — is prohibited in the park. 
Few natural predators exist.  But today a new killer — chronic wasting disease — is complicating wildlife 
managers’ calculus. Federal studies find that one in nine elk in the park are infected.  “It’s not natural. 
This disease really shouldn’t be here killing the elk, and we can’t control it,” Wild said.  “There’s also the 
risk of it, potentially, spilling over into another species. We just don’t like to have pathogens out there 
that we can’t manage or control — doing what could be our work to manage the elk to a population that 
we consider suitable.”  I encourage anyone who is unsure or even DEAD SET against this idea of limited 
hunting, read this story before, or while in attendence at the meeting, before speaking out against it.  
Elk are a majestic animal.  They deserve a better fate than to suffer for months from starvation or 
disease.  Hunting assures they will continue to move and remain healthy.  Regards Dave Retired 
Firefighter/Lieutenant 
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David Dalton 
ddalton536@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 11:33:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
These animals do need to be managed, before they become a nuisance to local landowners, become 
sick due to overpopulation, or start wandering onto Hwy 66.  I trust Colorado Parks and Wildlife to the 
right thing for our animals. 
 
 

 
Keri Brackett 
lowglide9@aol.com 
2017-03-29 11:52:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
It is not only the environment that suffers from overpopulation and altered migration of elk herds, the 
elk themselves are at increased risk of disease, auto encounters, starvation and other disasters.  There is 
no better management than thinning the herds through hunting.  Thank you for your hard work on this 
Management Plan! 
 
 

 
Kevin Alexander 
mountainsintorivers@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 11:58:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have carefully read the proposal plus I am familiar with issue caused when elk quit or are prevented 
from migrating.  The ecological significance of the areas protected by Boulder County open space is high 
and should be managed to prevent degradation.  It is clear that the non-migrating elk herd is impacting 
the area.  Elk are migratory animals and the lack of predators (human or others) has allowed them to 
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stay in this area longer than would naturally occur.  The training and monitoring of hunters as described 
in the plan is an excellent plan with minimal negative consequences.  The hunters also get access to 
locally produced, natural free range meat to provide for themselves and families.  This is a well done and 
well thought out plan.  It has my full support. 
 
 

 
Hank Shaw 
1hankshaw@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 12:01:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan developed by BCPOS and CPW for the Rabbit Mountain open space because I believe 
that the habitat damage in the open space as well as problems with game damage to neighboring 
private lands can be mitigated by this plan.  After reading the draft proposal, it is apparent that BCPOS 
and CPW have investigated impactful management options and proposed the best option.  As a Boulder 
County resident, conservationist and hunter, I have always supported open space initiatives in Colorado 
and Boulder County because it is all about conserving the habitat for wild animals…without sustainable 
habitat, there are no wild animals. 
 
 

 
Mitchell Farnik 
gorb7824@yahoo.com 
2017-03-29 13:20:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is a good step in the right direction.  More Boulder County Open Space needs to be opened to 
additional hunting opportunities.  Similar arguments could be made for deer on other Boulder County 
Open Space properties. 
 
 

 
matt hills 
mrhills7@aol.com 
2017-03-29 13:36:21 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Controlled hunting is best way to keep wildlife healthy as well, overcrowding can lead to disease.  Please 
send me the details on how to receive a permit for hunting this year. 
 
 

 
Albert Kihm 
budhoe@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 13:52:15 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
edward arling 
edward.arling@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 14:33:36 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Dae Ruane 
daveruane65@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 15:39:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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It is clear that herd management is in the best interest of the environment, the land uses, and ongoing 
acceptance of the herd itself. Hopefully, only respectful, ethical hunters will take part. 
 
 

 
Todd Van Dyke 
toddvandyke@comcast.net 
2017-03-29 15:56:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a Boulder County Parks & Open Space wildlife volunteer at Rabbit Mountain, now in my 27th 
season. In 1985 I started hiking there.  I recall the first time I saw elk at Rabbit Mountain. There were six 
bulls loafing on the southwest part of the property. That was some 20 years ago.  Unfortunately we now 
have too many elk on this wonderful open space. The elk are destroying the understory vegetation. The 
Ponderosa groves are very old and their landscape fragile.  Thinning this non-migratory herd is critical to 
the Outstanding Biodiversity Significance of Rabbit Mountain. I support the proposed elk management 
plan. 
 
 

 
Ruby Bowman 
rubala@indra.com 
2017-03-29 16:28:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a resident and taxpayer of Boulder County, I oppose the county’s proposal to kill elk on county open 
space properties at Rabbit Mountain and Indian Mountain.  I don’t want our open space to become 
wildlife killing fields. Thousands of prairie dogs are killed on county open space each year.  If the 
county’s proposal to allow elk hunting is approved, the lethal control numbers of wildlife on county 
open space will increase even more.  Rabbit Mountain is a habitat conservation area and that’s how it 
should remain as a wildlife conservation area and sanctuary, not a hunting ground. I also do not like the 
fact that Colorado Parks and Wildlife may financially profit from license hunting fees generated for 
killing elk on our open space.   I believe the county should instead further investigate non-lethal 
management practices. The elimination of livestock grazing permits for Rabbit Mountain and Indian 
Mountain may help mitigate impacts to grassland habitats and other vegetation.   Perhaps one of the 
reasons that elk are not migrating to higher elevation is due to habitat loss because of urban 
development and expansion.  CPW and Boulder County should work collaboratively on conservation of 
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elk habitat at higher elevations before resorting to killing the animals.   Finally, another solution the 
county should consider is the re-introduction of predators, such as mountain lions.  Why aren’t 
predators culling the elk herd at Rabbit Mountain?  We need wolves in Colorado. Please reject changes 
to open space policies that would allow hunting at Rabbit Mountain and other county open space 
properties.  Thank you for considering my comments. 
 
 

 
Joe Halseth 
j_halseth@hotmail.com 
2017-03-29 17:19:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this effort. Additionally, this type of plan should not be used only reactively once problems 
occur. There are numerous city and county open space properties that have sedentary elk and deer 
herds. Hunting should be   employed proactively on a regular basis to prevent these issues from 
becoming established. Archery hunting should be considered as a method for reducing numbers  and to 
hopefully stimulate more migratory movements. See the below citation. Thank you. Effects of Archery 
Hunter Numbers and Opening Dates on Elk Movement. Mark E.P. Vieira, Mary M. Conner, Gary C. White 
and David J. Freddy. The Journal of Wildlife Management. Vol. 67, No. 4 (Oct., 2003), pp. 717-728 
 
 

 
Steven Palubinski 
palubinski@fastmail.fm 
2017-03-29 18:31:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There  are so few areas remaining of natural habitat that have not been altered by agriculture or 
obliterated by developers. The growth of the Rabbit Mt herd  is just another aspect of human pressure 
and I think Boulder Open Spaces' decision to use hunting as the mode for population control is an 
appropriate substitution for natural predation and will provide the most likely prospect of success in re-
establishing herd migration based on many precedents. 
 
 

 
steve weyers 
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sweyers228@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 19:00:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Bruce McDowell 
bruce5mcdowell@gmail.com 
2017-03-29 19:40:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The "plan", as I understand it, seems well thought out and reasonable. I would advocate that CPW do 
the licensing process.  I fully support the plan to allow public hunting of elk on Rabbit Mountain.  Bruce 
McDowell 115 17th Avenue Longmont, CO 80501-2804 
 
 

 
Justin Fischer 
fischer_justin@yahoo.com 
2017-03-29 20:57:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting will definitely displace the resident herd from the natural area and somewhat establish natural 
or migratory movements.  This is a start to reducing the damage elk are causing to vegetation on the 
natural area.  One other thing to think about though and plan for is this just moving the problem from 1 
area to another?  Be prepared to increase the number of licenses or quota if adjacent landowner's 
problems increase.  Justin 
 
 

 
Sean Collins 
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seanmcoll@msn.com 
2017-03-30 06:21:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I prefer that ethical hunters use this meat rather than having continuing issues with CWD and impact to 
farmers and ranchers.  Hard to say that only 20 cows a year will get the results you are looking for. 
 
 

 
Victor Thompson 
mountainnconstruction@gmail.com 
2017-03-30 06:46:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a 17 year Colorado resident and hunter I believe that this plan is the best way to achieve the stated 
goal of elk population control in that area. It allows CPW to save money in property damage payments 
while utilizing their best resource which is hunters who are paying for tags. This seems like the best 
scenario all the way around and the harvested elk are going to good use. I have hunted the Centennial 
Cone in Jefferson County for deer numerous times and that seems to work out just fine. They do close 
that Open Space when hunting is in session which I think greatly reduces conflict between hunters and 
non- hunters. I believe you are taking the right approach in regards to reducing the elk impact and 
listening to the needs of the local landowners. I am in support of this plan even though I doubt that I'll 
ever get up there to hunt. 
 
 

 
Doug Suchey 
dougsuchey@comcast.net 
2017-03-30 12:52:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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CPW has a proven track record for the employing the proper methods of game management to ensure 
the survival of our native Colorado wildlife.  Whether game or non-game species, CPW has the 
experienced personnel required to make these types of decisions.  If left to public opinion, decisions 
regarding our wildlife resources can and have been made that jeopardize the health and stability of this 
ecosystem.  While unpopular with some segments of society, hunting has been and will continue to be 
the most efficient and humane tool available to CPW for proper herd management in most cases.  The 
revenue from the hunting and fishing licenses in our state benefits hunters and non-hunters alike, 
providing us all with the opportunity to view the spectacular wildlife of Colorado.  It is apparent that 
both CPW and Boulder County Parks and Open Space staff have done their homework and have 
considered numerous options.  After weighing those options, they, the experts in wildlife management, 
have come to the educated decision that a controlled hunting solution is the best solution.  As an avid 
outdoorsman and hunter, I look forward to the opportunity to be part of this solution and contributing 
in any way possible to support this project to ensure the health and future of this natural resource. 
 
 

 
Allison Walsh 
awalsh@bouldercounty.org 
2017-03-30 16:30:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Because these animals cannot speak for themselves I am going to be their voice.   So your solution to 
this problem is to hunt down and kill these beautiful animals that have taken up residence on Rabbit 
Mtn. because they know they are safe and protected there.  No this is not the answer to the problem.... 
I do not have a solution to this problem but hunting them is not the answer.  What is going to happen 
say if there is a hunting accident?  I am not saying there will be but it can happen?  What then??? Will 
Boulder County be sued?  What if the accident results in death?  Why wasn't something done sooner 
instead of letting it get to the point that the only solution is to go out there and kill them?  This would be 
a travesty to our county and to our department if we let this happen.  Please do not let this happen, 
save our animals! 
 
 

 
Antonio Najera 
najerageorgia@gmail.com 
2017-03-30 17:44:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Holly Wells 
justmewells@aol.com 
2017-03-30 18:20:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There should be other ways to get the herds to migrate. Killing them seems like a cop out for the 
hunters. 
 
 

 
Jordan Humphreys 
jorjenzak@gmail.com 
2017-03-30 21:08:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The carrying capacity for elk on the size of this property is way below the current herd, which is about to 
get larger with spring calves.  Conservation of species through hunting is a well proven and effective tool 
that serves multiple positive purposes.  Please open this property to limited elk hunting to reduce the 
herd for the benefit of the herd, the private landowners and farmers, and for sportsmen. 
 
 

 
Tom Bishop 
tbishopinusa@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 08:03:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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I support the plan as a concerned citizen of Colorado, and someone who understands the need for 
hunting to be used as the most effective tool in controling this elk heard.  All of us like to view wildlife 
and see nature around us, but it is also our responsibility to preserve the fragile ecosystem here in 
Colorado by realizing that we too are a part of nature.  Therefore, we have an ability and a responsibility 
to balance wildlife in a way that can provide a food source for many households, while at the same time 
bringing stability to a ecosystem which we are a part of.  Realizing that we too are a part of the 
ecosystem brings a new perspective to imballances which we can correct, and it is our responsibility to 
use hunting (a proven tactic) to balance this elk heard.  Being a Native American, hunting has been an 
efective part of our culture for balancing wildlife populations as well as preserving wildlife for future 
generations for thousands of years.  It brings me great pride the science which the Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife (CPW) brings to the table, and I fully agree that the scientific methods which they are 
recomending are the best and most humane methods to balance the elk heard and ecosystem at rabbit 
mountain and the surrounding area. The CPW and their amazing team of biologists have been 
undercredited for a long time, but in reality, true conservation includes hunting to ensure preservation.  
Colorado has one of the biggest conservation success stories in history, from the pronghorn antelope, 
wild turkey, rocky mountain elk, black footed ferret and bighorn sheep (just to name a few), and the 
success isn't over.  I support the managment plan as hunting being used as the primary mechanism to 
control the elk population because it is based on the best scientifically proven method, most humane, 
most cost efficient, and will once again include us in the balance of the ecosystem.  The elk are 
overpopulated rabbit mountain open space, and as a means of preventing a further imbalance by 
overgrazing and disease such as CWD, it is crucial that ethical public harvesting be included to balance 
the ecosystem. 
 
 

 
tom diedrich 
tom@movewithmetro.com 
2017-03-31 08:41:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Robert Winn 
agr_winn@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 09:33:10 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
Hunting is a great tool for game management! Well regulated, hunting is good for animals, the 
ecosystem and people! 
 
 

 
jake schuch 
mjake.schuch@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 09:49:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a hunter and user of BC open space I support the plan. I have seen some of the damage done to the 
open space and have concerns about future damage and spread of chronic wasting disease if the 
population continues to grow on this property. Having a viable hunting opportunity close to the front 
range is always a plus as well. 
 
 

 
Melissa Winn 
mmwinn@live.com 
2017-03-31 09:57:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is an economical way to manage wildlife! 
 
 

 
Pete Gambon 
p.gambon@hotmail.com 
2017-03-31 10:31:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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I fully support the public harvest plan.  I believe that is truly the most cost effective and potentially 
successful option. 
 
 

 
Patrick States 
Hunterbugg@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 10:46:29 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Michael Sheets 
freedivr2@aol.com 
2017-03-31 10:52:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Joseph Piombino 
j.piombino@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 11:04:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The natural environment has been so compromised by human activity and the removal of predators we 
need to protect the environment from the imbalances we have created.  I have read the Management 
Plan and I believe Open Space has conducted a comprehensive study.  Doing nothing is not an option.  
The cull needs to be done yesterday.  I am not  a hunter, I have nothing to gain from opening up an elk 
hunt.  I am open to using either professional hunters or "regular" sport hunters.  Either way the meat 
should be either donated to poor people or consumed by the hunters / families.  I am sure this proposal 
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will generate stiff opposition from local animal rights groups.  Good luck!  Thank you for tackling this 
thorny issue. 
 
 

 
jason sutherland 
sutherland_jason2000@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 11:19:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is an excellent tool to manage wild animal populations. It's probably the most cost-effective 
too. 
 
 

 
Aaron Chavez 
chavezaaron7@aol.com 
2017-03-31 11:34:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that it is imperative that ethical hunters be allowed to harvest some of these animals. Ethical 
hunting WILL encourage these elk to migrate, and by doing so the chance for disease within the herd will 
decrease and the local ecosystem will return to a good balance. I totally agree with this plan. I would 
prefer that hunters be allowed to harvest some of these animals for consumption and have them pay for 
a tag versus us having to pay some person to exterminate them who won't be eating the meat of the 
animals. Most hunters hunt to provide their families with food, and this presents a great opportunity to 
do so. Two birds, one stone scenario to me. 
 
 

 
Doug Stanton 
doug.dana.stanton@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 12:12:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This seems to be the most practical AND economical method to reduce the population and restore the 
areas habitat.  It was a little unclear to me on how a hunter would obtain the tag for this specific area.  
Would all holders of the unit 20 anterless tags be eligible or would there be a separate sub-unit that 
would have to be applied for or would there be a separate "lottery" (additional fee) similar to the Green 
Ranch property?  If the plan is approved, would it be effective in the fall of 2017 or 2018? 
 
 

 
Chris Swanson 
cswanson@thecolodistgroup.com 
2017-03-31 12:43:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Malcolm Allen 
dallenmt@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 13:10:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Brad Norman 
bcnorman79@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 13:51:14 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Richard Howard 
dickh729@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 14:03:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
No to hunting elk herd at Rabbit Mtn.  You can fence off - force relocate herd - many other options.  To 
ALLOW HUNTING THERE IS NOT HUNTING ITS--WILDLIFE ANIMAL SLAUGHTER! Next you will allow 
hunting on Flagstaff, Boulder Mtn. Parks, etc.  NO! 
 
 

 
Sean Keane 
Sean.Keane84@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 14:16:32 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Should I put in for a antler less tag draw in unit 20 by April 4th to ensure I am eligible for this program if 
it goes live? Or could I put in for this public harvest program at a later date (Is the CPW going to issue 
more tags than normal)?     Thank You. 
 
 

 
Michael Johnson 
michael.johnson.co@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 14:31:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Limited draw hunting is a proven, cost effective way to control game animal populations. 
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cinda johnson 
wincinjohnson@aol.com 
2017-03-31 14:41:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mary Randall 
heartrockmr@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 14:49:24 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I find it very difficult that the entire plan is structured around the public killing of these animals. It 
benefits the hunters and the CPW who get paid by issuing their licenses. This appears to be a conflict of 
interest as every issue is seen through the glasses of making hunters happy.   There are other measures 
that should be tried before the killing of these animals. How is it okay to kill the females many of which 
will still have young? Why do we end up with killing as the most logical solution? Maybe you need more 
woman on the panel that decides these things.    It's like the plan to kill mountain lions and bears so 
they'll be more deer. Who comes up with this? It is not even proven anywhere that less of one of these 
could increase the deer populations and some think it may even hurt them. These animals don't exist 
just to be shot a your whim. There appears to be no respect for the beauty they offer.   I look forward to 
the day when White men with guns don't get to decide these things. Even the word culling tries to clean 
up what you do-Kill. 
 
 

 
Katherine Mann 
k.mann@inbox.com 
2017-03-31 14:51:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I oppose public hunting on these lands. 
 
 

 
Abraham Medina 
abrahammedina@msn.com 
2017-03-31 15:13:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Excellent work with developing multiple alternatives. As stated in the report, hunting has occurred on 
the property and in the vicinity for hundreds (if not thousands) of years. The preferred alternative will 
help satisfy the demand for hunting in the north metro area (a form of recreation and a big 
management tool) and cause the herd to disperse to other areas and reduce impacts on both Rabbit 
Mountain and surrounding agricultural land. 
 
 

 
Alden Vanden Brink 
tailchasers7@yahoo.com 
2017-03-31 15:25:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is Conservation. Earn a few extra bucks for the state while at it too.  Alden 
 
 

 
Sue Cass 
suecass@comcast.net 
2017-03-31 15:44:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
More and more, we are faced with difficult decisions regarding the environment and this is certainly one 
of them!  After careful review of the Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan, the Boulder County Nature 
Association (BCNA), per our "mission", concludes the actions called for in the plan and the dire need for 
those actions are well documented and, unfortunately, necessary to preserve the vital ecosystems 
represented in the Rabbit Mountain/Indian Mountain Open Space properties.  It is our sincere hope 
these actions will soon induce this large, atypically sedentary elk herd to resume its historic migratory 
behavior, thereby reducing the untenable stress currently being visited upon this irreplaceable open 
space upon which so many organisms depend.  We thank the dedicated staff of both BCPOS and CPW 
for the care and diligence invested in this plan which will, hopefully, be the vehicle that restores the 
natural order!  Sue Cass, President, BCNA, www.bcna.org 
 
 

 
Michael Hreno 
mikehreno@msn.com 
2017-03-31 16:38:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Because its the right thing to do for conservation. 
 
 

 
Kyle Sandusky 
kyle.sndmn11@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 20:37:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The use of hunters to curb the loss of B1 rated Biodiversity Significance habitat, damages to surrounding 
property and agricultural land, and to return balance to the ecosystem is a fiscally responsible plan. The 
rising overpopulation of now non-migrating Elk additionally poses a threat to the health of the herd, 
increases the likely hood of habitat seeking Elk roaming into areas where Elk-vehicle collisions are likely, 
and has the potential to attract an unnatural density of predators (Mountain Lions and Coyotes). 
Hunters are the best solution to this problem both practically and financially. 
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Justin Peterson 
justinvpeterson@gmail.com 
2017-03-31 20:45:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jim Sebastian 
jimsebastian0@gmail.com 
2017-04-01 08:37:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I live in Larimer County and often work on Rabbit Mountain and vicinity.  I've witnessed first-hand the 
extensive damaging impacts the elk are having on native vegetation and properties in this area.  Limited 
hunting would be a win-win for all involved. 
 
 

 
Gary Steube 
garysteube@gmail.com 
2017-04-01 09:36:29 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly agree with having a season on the Rabbit Mountian elk herd.  There is not shortage of animals 
in the population and a large number of individuals should be harvested from this herd.  A cow hunt 
should be a large part of the program. 
 
 

 
Steve Taylor 
steve.ap.taylor@gmail.com 
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2017-04-01 11:03:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is an absolute must. 
 
 

 
Barb Haaland-Michaels 
barbhm2000@yahoo.com 
2017-04-01 11:48:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I've lived South east of Rabbit Mtn. for nearly 40 years.  It used to be a treat to see elk yet now I cringe.  
It's no longer a few animals but entire herds of over 100 eating the grass/alfalfa pastures on our 
property.  They have killed trees faster than I can replant by rubbing their antlers and girdling the trunks.  
This has cost me hundreds of dollars plus the aggravation of seeing my labor wiped out overnight.  They 
used to attack the large pines on our windbreak, but now they've found my prized garden evergreens, 
small shrubs, killed all my aspen and nearly girdled my linden & maples.  This destruction is not 
welcome.  Man is the only predator for these animals, and I fully support the allowing of hunting on the 
open space and the private property of landowners in the area (with their permission).  Thank you for 
studying this ecosystem and addressing the issues so carefully.  I am happy to provide staff with 
countless photos of the destruction of many of my trees over the last 10 years. 
 
 

 
Benton Lunt 
benton_guidegreen@yahoo.com 
2017-04-01 15:14:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please allow hunting 
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Renee De Alba 
resinsight@gmail.com 
2017-04-01 16:14:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Allowing hunting on Open Space is a ridiculous solution to this problem.  Allow predators into the area 
and let nature reestablish the balance of nature. Killing and killing has become our fall back response 
and it is not only evil, it is ineffective.  Renee de Alba, Lyons, Colorado 
 
 

 
Ron Winn 
rwinn@garfieldre2.net 
2017-04-01 17:20:43 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Regulated hunting will fix the issue provide income and help the ecosystem and people! 
 
 

 
Cory Dolechek 
jcdolechek@hotmail.com 
2017-04-02 14:20:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting would be a  very effective population management tool for controlling the growth of the elk 
numbers in the Rabbit Mountain herd. Other alternatives have been used which resulted in the 
population still increasing. The management options that haven't been attempted are expensive or 
bring side affects. Rabbit Mountain elk hunting opportunities would be a great option for allowing 
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youth, junior and experienced hunters the ability to obtain high quality organic meat and improve the 
habitat for future generations of elk to flourish in. 
 
 

 
Jared Carey 
jpcarey85@yahoo.com 
2017-04-02 15:25:30 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
dillon klueber 
dsk.6363@yahoo.com 
2017-04-02 20:35:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hello i was wondering how oneself goes about getting a tag to help with the management? Will there be 
leftover tags or something more specific with CPW? thank you -Dillon Klueber 
 
 

 
Jim Schmid 
jschmid@thegroupinc.com 
2017-04-02 22:22:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
We humans have a moral responsibility to manage wildlife,  When populations grow too large, several 
adverse consequences result: habitat destruction, damage to crops, and increased incidence of disease, 
just to name a few.  Regulated hunting has been proven to be the most cost effective, responsible 
method of control.  Anyone who disagrees is uninformed and denying reality. Please implement the plan 
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before the health of the elk heard suffers and these majestic animals become diseased or malnurished.  
They need our help to maintain proper numbers and ensure their health and prosperity.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
Ryan Lambert 
ryan.lambert12210@gmail.com 
2017-04-03 07:51:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Art Gneiser 
art-nancy@gneisers.com 
2017-04-03 08:50:51 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Figure out some way to move the elk without killing them. 
 
Additional comments: 
I do not approve of we humans killing these beautiful animals under any circumstances. 
 
 

 
ann smith 
mzallen123@outlook.com 
2017-04-03 09:06:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Get CPW out of this decision!  CPW has NO credibility to provide unbiased scientific information and 
guidance. They are highly distrusted and disliked amongst Coloradans who actually pay attention to 
what they are doing. They are an organization funded by hunting dollars so are incapable of providing 
the community accurate information with any decisions regarding "wildlife management". CPW's 
Wildlife management=hunting and getting funding.   The "science" they are using to justify the 
inhumane, immoral slaughter of predators for their predator control plan is false. I would never trust 
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their information or guidance provided for this Elk management plan.   Open Space, do yourselves a 
service and get outside, non-corrupted advice on this. Otherwise, you risk your credibility and respect 
with the community. Coloradans are actively pursuing means to have CPW's unchecked power over our 
wildlife put in check. 
 
Additional comments: 
I highly value and respect Open Space's care for its land and resources. 
 
 

 
Mike Barrow 
mtnbikemike@gmail.com 
2017-04-03 09:14:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
see my comments below... I require information before I can make a better choice. 
 
Additional comments: 
I don't have enough information to throw my support one way or another.  I really don't oppose hunting 
on BCPOS properties, it's the limitation of public access to the property that concerns me.  1  What kind 
of closures are we looking at?  The entire hunting season?  I've got a real problem with that.  2  How 
much hunting will be required for the herd to realize conditions have changed and migration patterns 
are rebooted?  I doubt seriously if you have these answers, but are you asking the same questions and 
setting up observations to figure this out?  Will it take a day?   Closures for a couple of weeks during the 
week?  Will it take multiple seasons?    I am guessing that you'll have to create a pattern of disruption for 
multiple seasons for the herd to get the message that Rabbit is just like the rest of the landscape.  Since 
this property is open to the public, minimizing closures to visitation while still being effective in 
disrupting the herd's behavior should be a stated goal.  The plan notes Sunday through Wednesday as 
"the week"; does that mean the park will be open to the public Wednesday through Saturday and closed 
to the public Sunday through Wednesday?    I am not a hunter, so excuse my ignorance... Let's 
hypothesize...   20 hunters total?  So 20 elk culled from the herd in one season maximum?  Only two per 
week? I'm thinking the hunters with the access during the first couple of weeks are going to be very 
successful and success will diminish as the herd realizes it's not safe anymore.  How about reopening the 
park after a successful hunt?  Hunters could easily bag their elk on Sunday early on in the season.  I want 
to see an effort to minimize closures while being successful in culling the herd.  answer me these 
questions and I'll be better informed.  Thanks  mike barrow 
 
 

 
Donna Marino 
donna@donnamarino.com 
2017-04-03 10:32:26 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I DO NOT support this plan! Non-violent methods, such as hazing animals, have been used successfully 
in the past, but not consistently. We need to give non-violent methods for controlling these animals 
more of a chance. I do not approve the use of hunting to control these gentle animals.   As a longtime 
resident and taxpayer, I am vehemently opposed to this plan. 
 
 

 
Daniel Ziskin 
ziskin@jote.org 
2017-04-03 11:08:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
This problem is based on spillover of elk over-population in Rocky Mountain National Park. This is a 
perfect opportunity to sue the US Park Service and state DOW to compel them to re-introduce wolves 
into Rocky Mountain National Park. With fewer elk in the mountains, Rabbit Mountain elk can be 
relocated there. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Deborah Bird 
dbird108@yahoo.com 
2017-04-03 11:55:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I oppose the use of violence on deer and elk on Rabbit Mountain 
 
 

 
Marelise Beckmann 
beckwoman1@hotmail.com 
2017-04-03 12:31:11 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I do not agree with violence towards any animal.  Killing is out of the question 
 
 

 
Steve Greiner 
sgreiner@q.com 
2017-04-03 17:05:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I fully support the proposed Rabbit Mountain Elk Management by letting public hunters properly control 
elk population by legal harvest. 
 
 

 
ann tagawa 
anntagawa@msn.com 
2017-04-03 19:13:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I would like to see a consistent hazing effort. This will work as has been shown in other cases. Do this 
before even considering killing the elk. 
 
 

 
Magdalena Rzyska 
wishingyouloveandpeace@gmail.com 
2017-04-03 22:57:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
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What changes should be made? 
Hunting is dangerous in case anyone will be in the area and violent to the wildlife. Hazing works just as 
well and you don't have to kill. After all, you want them to move and start migrating and hazing is the 
most effective method to reach your goal. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Joe Swanson 
swansonjk@comcast.net 
2017-04-04 08:19:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Parker Nash 
Parker.nash17@gmail.com 
2017-04-04 09:16:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jim Lile 
jllile@comcast.net 
2017-04-04 09:27:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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I fully support this plan.  The damage the elk are inflicting on the land affects many other species, both 
plant and animal.  Having such a large concentration of elk in an area is no different than overgrazing an 
area with too many cattle, either action is not acceptable. 
 
 

 
Alex Schuerman 
schuerman.alex@gmail.com 
2017-04-04 09:48:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The elk need to be managed since there are no natural predators. They are destroying the habitat that 
they are staying in since they are no longer migrating. Opening up hunting makes sense since it will help 
to reduce those numbers and hopefully push the herds to keep moving. It also gives additional income 
for purchased elk licenses, so that helps to fund caring for the land and supporting healthy populations. 
 
 

 
Kevin Ayers 
moose-hunter81@hotmail.com 
2017-04-04 10:54:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Suzanne Webel 
swebel@earthlink.net 
2017-04-04 11:49:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Elk (and other wildlife) management should be part of a comprehensive Rabbit Mountain Management 
Plan, not an isolated, piecemeal proposition.  An update to the comprehensive 1984 plan was begun in 
2013 but The Flood drew staff's attention away from all planning processes and this one has never been 
resumed.  Now -- four years later -- is finally the time to do it right.  Let's assume we can agree that the 
elk really do need to be moved and/or culled.  There are many ways to accomplish this goal, and the 
Draft March 2017 document discusses some of them.  However, the entire tone of the document -- and 
ancillary radio and TV discussions to prep the public -- is that hunting is the only method that will work.  
A few other options are discussed but summarily dismissed, such as hazing; it appears that a few staff 
"followed" a few elk once and the elk moved away but returned, so staff's conclusion is that hazing 
won't work.  But if you really wanted to get the elk to move off the property and stay off it, repeated 
and focused hazing with trained professionals, dogs , rubber bullets and/or noisemakers would be more 
effective than randomly following a few animals -- and it wasn't even been discussed, let alone tried.  So, 
trails to the rescue!  BCPOS has a long history of claiming that they won't even consider building trails in 
certain other parks (such as Caribou Ranch, Heil Valley Ranch, Betasso and others) because trails might 
inconvenience the elk.  It is true that I have spent the past 25 years rebutting these claims, especially 
regarding equestrian use.  However, I suspect that staff will continue to raise objections to new trails out 
of concern for elk.  But if the management goal at Rabbit Mountain is to get the elk to move off the 
property and stay off it, then staff should welcome trails as a way to inconvenience the elk and should 
support the construction and use of more trails on the property.  BCHA submitted a thorough 
recommendation regarding trails and trailheads on Sept 3, 2013 as part of the (now-defunct? still 
dormant?) RM Management Plan update, and we believe those recommendations are still valid today.  
Why were trails not even mentioned as a possible elk management tool?  There are many other flaws in 
the current draft plan, including a complete lack of consideration of regional and contiguous public lands 
and elk migration corridors, and a stunning lack of clarity on the proposed hunting activities: Is the plan 
really to close the entire property for almost six months of the year, to everyone but hunters?  Will staff 
really be able to enforce the "hour-before-sunrise and hour after sunset" regulation?  What does "one 
week = Sunday-Wednesday" mean? This is a relatively small park, hemmed in on all sides with private 
homes and livestock.  Even if you were to close the park to recreational use, hunting there elevates the 
possibility of injury and death to innocent neighbors. Why allow FOUR hunter vehicular access points 
(and ancillary damage from their access and vehicles) at strategic places when you aren't willing to even 
consider year-round, or even seasonal, trails there? If you don't want to build trails, how about allowing 
more year-round off-trail recreational use in the areas of elk concentration? If you insist on allowing 
hunting, why not designate one week, say, in late December or early January, during which a designated 
number of elk must be harvested and the property closed -- leaving it open for the rest of us (more than 
44,000 visitors in 2012 by your own count) to enjoy for the rest of the year? Will the proposed hunting 
plan be terminated if the stated objective(s) of moving and/or reducing the herd are met, or will 
hunting, once allowed, be allowed forever? Given that the Front Range is "blessed" with having too 
many elk everywhere, will allowing hunting at the BCPOS preserve be allowing the camel to get its nose 
in the tent regarding hunting at other BCPOS preserves?   The pro-hunting lobby has clearly been 
mobilized to weigh in on this issue, with pro-hunting comments coming in from people who are clearly 
not even familiar with Rabbit Mountain.  We, on the other hand, are Boulder County residents who are 
very familiar with this park and with public land management in general; but the general recreational 
public was not even invited to discuss the issues before this dubious plan was published.    Therefore, 
because of its many shortcomings, we do NOT support this plan. We recommend a pause on the Draft 
Plan and the creation of an ad-hoc committee that would represent all public interests and work 
collaboratively with staff to come up with a much better one. 
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gary weihe 
gweihe@comcast.net 
2017-04-04 12:30:11 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The study is very well done and very complete. it is clear from the alternatives and projected population 
that this plan needs to be implemented. 
 
 

 
Cheryl Varela 
crosson47@hotmail.com 
2017-04-04 18:36:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Joshua McStotts 
e_mcstotts@yahoo.com 
2017-04-04 19:23:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Kristen Marshall 
marshall@indra.com 
2017-04-04 20:36:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I am concerned about hunting on open space.  Very concerned. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Marcus Wehmeyer 
mwehmeyer@gmail.com 
2017-04-05 09:54:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is win win for the government and hunters, instead of a financial drain on the county selling 
hunting licences will bring revenue in to the local area on top of funding more conservation efforts for 
other non-game species and their habitat. 
 
 

 
Jason Sauer 
jasonws57@hotmail.com 
2017-04-05 11:14:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jessica Sandler 
jess28@earthlink.net 
2017-04-05 17:25:10 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I object to the proposal that elk and deer be shot on Rabbit Mountain.  Staff does not appear to have 
adequately consulted with experts in non-lethal control methods (apparently nonviolent hazing was 
effective when it was used).  I don’t want my tax dollars going to support this move, I want them used to 
protect both the flora and fauna of this area. 
 
 

 
ALLEN KERBY 
akerby@rmef.org 
2017-04-06 09:12:26 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Rocky Mountain Elk foundation  April 5, 2017   RMEF has reviewed the Draft Rabbit Mountain Elk 
Management Plan: 2017-2017 developed by Boulder County Parks and Open Space.  This historic 
perspective and the assessment of the current situation were well discussed and clear.  1.  Harboring of 
elk (safe havens) is a problem in many parts of the west and is becoming a larger issue. 2. Lands that 
were traditionally working ranches and which provided critical winter range have gone through land use 
changes that often convert raw land to homes and subdivisions. 3. In some cases elk have learned to use 
these areas during the hunting season as ‘refuges’ where hunting is not allowed.  This often leads to 
rapidly increasing elk populations that still impact adjacent private land particularly if the land is in 
agricultural production 4. In other cases elk have abandoned their annual migration to summer and 
transitional ranges and stay of the harboring property year round.  As soon as carrying capacity on the 
harboring property is reached or if more desirable forage is found on adjacent agricultural property, elk 
will move off the harboring property for foraging purposes. 5. The assessment on alternatives was very 
well done and typically are either ineffective (hazing, fertility control, fencing) or not possible (trap and 
transplant to other parts of the state because of CWD). 6. RMEF strongly supports the plan’s suggestion 
of a public harvest program.  This is the only alternative that directly reduces the elk population and may 
provide enough aversive conditioning to the elk that might encourage them to once again go to the 
summer and transitional ranges that were historically used. a. CPW already has the license structure and 
regulations in place to implement this program b. The mandatory hunter orientation will be a service to 
the landowners within the open space but also to the hunters to better advise them of the nuances of 
the property and the expectations of the hunters who participate 
 
 

 
Eric Martinez 
emarelk6@yahoo.com 
2017-04-06 10:07:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is the most cost effective way of saving the habitat at Rabbit Mountain. This is not only about 
the elk on the Open Space, but also the other animals that live there and share the forage. Removing 
females from a herd is the best option to quickly reduce the number in that herd. The amount of males 
or females on the board has nothing to do with the science behind this. Reintroduction of wolves may 
seem like a wonderful idea, until you see how they attack and devour their prey. The animals are eaten 
alive and die a slow painful death. Also, keep in mind that wolves are indiscriminate predators, they prey 
on large ungulates, as well as livestock and family pets. Wolves do not care that you consider your family 
dog as a family member. Additionally, although these animals may live on Boulder County Open Space 
land they do not belong to Boulder County and their residents. These animals are property of the State 
of Colorado, and that is why the management of these animals falls to the CPW. Just like the 
management of the animals does on privately owned land. 
 
 

 
Cam Johnson 
camj5527@gmail.com 
2017-04-06 11:06:02 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I fully support the implementation of this plan.  Supporting statement: I have seen the damaged, first 
hand, to the native plants, reptiles and amphibians habit over the last 4 years and I’m happy that this 
has been evaluated.  I have read the plan and believe this is strong, thought out plan and will help 
alleviate some of the impact that the non-migratory elk herd is creating. With the implantation of this 
plan I see the opportunity to help the recovery of the impacted areas and wildlife and utilize the elk 
harvest to befit the local families with a wonderful resource. 
 
 

 
Shelley Smagac 
smagac@gmail.com 
2017-04-06 11:11:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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In reading staff's account of remedies attempted to encourage the migration of Rabbit Mountain's elk 
herds, i am extremely doubtful that the hazing option was adequately tested. I would like to see 
additional time and manpower put into this area before implementation of the proposed plan. I also 
suggest that staff consider the addition of more trails to this area. Staff has historically used the 
argument that additional trails will disrupt elk herds, so why is this not being at least discussed at this 
point? I find staff's recommendation that killing the elk is the only viable solution to be ill formulated 
and hope that additional discussion and investigation is forthcoming before this plan is approved. As a 
frequent user of Rabbit Mountain, I am quite apprehensive as to safety issues surrounding the 
introduction of hunters into this area. What kind of oversight will be put in place to ensure the public 
that hunters will never operate outside of the 1 hour pre and post time frame? With the number of 
access points and lack of personnel to monitor hunting activity, I will be reticent to continue using this 
public property. It is indeed a shame that staff is being so quick to deem the killing of elk as the only 
solution to this situation. 
 
 

 
Lee Scott 
scott.l@comcast.net 
2017-04-06 11:52:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Elk that lost their inherent nature are a detriment to the environment as they begin to damage the 
ecosystem.  I believe a limited hunt is a good idea allowing public hunters on the grounds benefits 
everyone involved.  However I believe that rifle hunting only may not be the best of ideas.  Especially 
with private property so close by.  Archery hunting might be a better option as if you miss your elk,  you 
don't have to worry about that round traveling distances that could affect the private land owners.  
Another concern is with the 150 yard boundary, how do you take into account if you take an animal and 
it falls in that area, are you as the hunter required to get permission from the land owner to access that 
150 yard boundary, or are you automatically authorized to go in that area to harvest your downed 
animal? 
 
 

 
Bob Radocy 
bob@trsprosthetics.com 
2017-04-06 13:17:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
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I live only a couple miles from where this herd is wintering. They were staying down on private land this 
year for weeks at a time not migrating back to public ground in the daytime. We observed the majority 
of the herd on private land in daylight hours on and off for weeks in January and February.  Creating this 
as a rifle hunting only option needs to be re-evaluated. Rifle hunting and the accompanying trauma to 
the herd will force these animals to stay on public ground.  Bow hunting provides a selective, effective 
and quiet, less intrusive way of harvest that will provide more opportunity for herd reduction on public 
land because it is far less likely to force animals off the public ground.  Bow hunting has proved effective 
in many urban environments and is far more likely to be accepted by the non-hunting public than 
firearms hunting.... that is a fact.   Bowhunting should be seriously considered as the ONLY harvest tool 
of choice for this hunt on Open Space. 
 
Additional comments: 
I'm an experienced hunter and bowhunter so I have a bias but my comments are accurate and can be 
backed up by research. 
 
 

 
Kerrie Bryan 
aussee@comcast.net 
2017-04-06 15:46:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As we humans have disrupted the natural balance provided by predators, we have a responsibility to  
manage the elk (and other wildlife.  I support this plan. 
 
 

 
Travis Horan 
travis2122@gmail.com 
2017-04-06 20:51:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
>Some people stated they didn't want the elk to be killed or that it was emotionless, but elk hunting 
occurs throughout the state every year, so that is not an argument specific to Rabbit Mountain.  I also 
don't know a hunter who is emotionless.  They are just hiding behind phony machismo like most guys 
do.  >It appeared to me from the draft plan(published to PDF) that all other options were considered 
and hunting was determined to be the most viable, but most of the statements against the hunting 
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appeared to disregard the facts stated in that document.  >It seems that allowing the elk population to 
grow or remain at current levels would pose health risks to the heard and allow damage to continue to 
Rabbit Mountain.  Therefore hunting may actually be more humane for the elk than other causes of 
death.    >I think a lot of people did not understand that it is the hunting pressure that will make them 
move and reduce the population, not simply the killing of x number of animals.  I don't think hunters 
could even keep up with harvesting the required number of cow elk to actually reduce the population.  
It's clearly all about the pressure.  >I would like for CPW to make special accommodations for hunters 
seeking tags for this area.  For example, I may not have applied for the most appropriate tags due to this 
meeting occurring after the big game application deadline.  >Definitely need a meeting of stakeholders.  
And yes, hunters are stakeholders in this.  >Would be great for those lucky enough to get a tag to have a 
hunt coordinator that can align hunters with landowners in order to ensure both parties are getting 
what they want.  This would be in conjunction with the open space hunting. 
 
 

 
Mike Lavelle 
mlavell1@hotmail.com 
2017-04-06 22:04:17 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Sounds like an excellent opportunity for proactive management to mitigate disease and damage issues 
while gaining public interest and attention as well as revenue. 
 
 

 
Gary Steube 
garysteube@gmail.com 
2017-04-07 07:51:46 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly support the Rabbit Mountain Elk Management plan.  In addition, the area should be open to 
hunting for all of the elk hunting seasons.  I would also like to see the area be a sub-unit of GMU 20 and 
include a youth hunt. 
 
 

 
Lance Fitzgerald 
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lancefitzgerald27@gmail.com 
2017-04-07 11:45:14 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I like what you have proposed in this plan. I listened in on the public hearing in Longmont CO last night 
and was impressed at how many people: 1) Showed up to stand up and support the passion for hunting 
and conservation and were supportive for the culling of this herd. 2) The ideas that were expressed for 
how this ecosystem problem and Rabbit Mountain restoration project should be handled. I am pro 
hunting as a Colorado native, born and raised in Boulder and am very supportive of hunting to manage 
this overly abundant elk herd that has grown exponentially in the last 10years. The damage that these 
animals have caused to the foliage creating devastating regrowth problems, and the crop damage to the 
local farmers crops needs to be addressed. I like the idea of helping farmers to put up fences, but it is 
very costly and time consuming. So unless there is going to be some kind of funding from the Feds, 
count that idea out. Maybe Parks and Wildlife could use some of the money being generated from 
Marijuana taxes to help find solutions to this problem?  I personally would love to see some sort of hunt 
designed specifically for Veterans. In particularly, I believe the use of access could be very beneficial to 
those who may be mobility impaired.  I for one would be happy to volunteer my time to help out any 
Veteran, to hunt, to harvest, or to simply share the experience and memory of this hunt. 
 
 

 
Joe Castro 
joec121762@gmail.com 
2017-04-07 12:17:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a hunter and conservationist, I support the proper management of wildlife and also support local, 
organic and sustainable sources for food.  I got a Special Unit 20 access elk tag in 2016 and was able to 
connect with a landowner through State Wildlife staff (John Kohler) and got an elk just northeast of 
Rabbit Mountain.  I was one of six hunters the landowner allowed on her property to hunt and two of us 
got a cow elk.  Her property was only 40 acres, and it presented challenges, which required us to hunt 
with shotgun slugs.  For the large cow elk that I got, it unfortunately had to suffer for two hours before I 
was cleared to dispatch it quickly with a well-aimed rifle shot.  I would have preferred to shot it with a 
rifle to lessen the suffering.  Two points with this: 1) A program to go with connecting properly licensed 
hunters with Parks Staff and landowners who will allow hunters onto their land would be great, and 2) I 
support using rifles only this first year so elk are less likely to get wounded and there's less of a 
likelihood for a situation similar to the moose at Brainard Lake being shot legally by archery hunter 
happening that could cause negative public response.  Also, I shot the elk around 3:30 PM and did not 
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get it quartered and in coolers until 7 PM.  I am meticulous when I quarter an animal since it is food for 
family and friends and want to make sure it stays as clean as possible and I get all the meat that I can.  
The reason I'm writing this is because having a requirement right now to be out of Open Space one hour 
after sunset could create a situation where a hunter would have to abandon meat in the field, which is a 
felony.  I think if you have to have that requirement, then you need to inform the hunter that they need 
to adjust their shooting time to ensure they can get the meat out in time or, better yet, there needs to 
be flexibility to allow meat to be taken out in the dark.  Overall, it'll be the first year and I'm sure there 
will be other lessons learned to bring back a revised plan.  A committee of landowners, wildlife staff, 
hunters and the general public to review the program would also be a good thing to happen after this 
first year.  If you need a committee volunteer, please feel to contact me.  I've been hunting elk on and 
off since 1994 in Colorado, but moved a lot being in the military and didn't really get back at it till 2011.  
I prefer to archery hunt in general as it's more of a fair chase hunt, but do hunt rifle for deer in Kansas to 
help a farmer control the deer population on their land and also hunt wild hogs in Texas where they are 
a nuisance animal.  I am a sustaining member of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation and a member of 
the Colorado Bowhunters Association, and also contribute to National Turkey Wildlife Foundation and 
Ducks Unlimited, groups that support conservation, fair chase hunting, and the preservation of public 
lands.  With elk, deer and wild hog, I typically get about 300 lbs of processed game a year, which I share 
with family, friends and landowners.  I am also part landowner of property north of Hayden, CO, where 
I'll be fixing fence this summer due to elk damage, and that's OK. 
 
 

 
Lee Buxton 
lbuxton@q.com 
2017-04-08 10:07:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I'm a hiker, biker, horseman, hunter and frequent user of the park  1- While I agree the herd needs to be 
reduced, having hunting from Aug 15 to Jan 15 (5mos) and closing the park on odd days is going to be 
very difficult to communicate to users. I would like to see the park closed in the leased used period (Jan 
or Feb) for a week or what ever, get the hunting over and then go back to normal use.  Why prolong this 
issue. 2- In your proposed plan there is no "end date".  Generally when a government entity does 
something like this it never stops, please be VERY clear on when the hunting will  stop i.e. "when the 
herd reaches 70 head the hunting program will stop".  Put an actual stop date in your plan, it can always 
be changed if results haven't been reached but this will allow us all know that this shall end at some 
point.  3- I'm assuming that since your giving hunters additional access points to the park (i.e. 75th and 
Woodland) that those access points will also be open to the public when hunting is not happening.  I'm 
not suggesting new trails or constructed parking lots (although they have been promised for years and 
are long over due) just give the public what you give the hunters. 
 
Additional comments: 
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David Mardick 
mardickdeja@msn.com 
2017-04-08 14:38:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe it would be beneficial to extend the proposed season to January and February, since Rabbit 
Mountain Open is used less during the Winter months.  It would also be beneficial to contact land 
owners for some of the hunters to pursue the elk in those areas.  I was at the meeting and there were 
several land owners who expressed interest in allowing hunters in to their private land 
 
 

 
Bob and Cheryl Clifton 
bcclifton53@gmail.com 
2017-04-08 15:19:08 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This plan makes perfect sense. If we do nothing, this herd will continue to grow exponentially, and they 
will destroy the habitat on Rabbit Mountain and the neighboring properties, including ours. The less-
lethal methods that the Open Space and the Wildlife officers have tried have not worked, and it's time 
to try limited hunting. These elk need to return to a more natural, migratory way of life -- for their sake 
and for ours.   We pay the Wildlife people to use their knowledge and experience to solve problems like 
this. They've explained the complexity of the problem, the seriousness of the issue, the need to act 
quickly, and the approach that they think we should try next. They make sense and we should support 
them. 
 
 

 
Bonnie Schwab 
bonnieschwab@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 09:39:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
This overpopulation of elk has been caused by CPW reintroducing elk that had been hunted to 
extinction, without their natural predator the wolf. In spite of the problems with this reintroduction they 
went ahead and introduce moose who also do not have the wolf as their only predator. Now they want 
to make money off of our public lands paid by our taxes by hunting those lands and closing them to the 
very people who paid for them. There are other options like birth control with PZP which has few side 
effects and no threat to predators or scavengers, fencing for which there are three existing CPW 
programs to pay for fencing and if absolutely necessary killing of a certain number of elk by 
professionals in a short period of time by specially trained shooters who would take out old or sick or 
weak animals not trophy animals like hunters go for. It would also be safer for adjacent land owners and 
open space users who might be on the land. The idea of opening up our open space lands to hunting 
violates everything taxpayers were led to believe Open Space stands for. 
 
 

 
Beth Riddle 
bethriddle36@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 10:56:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mitzi Riddle 
mjr829@aol.com 
2017-04-09 10:57:19 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Mary Hill 
marygracehill@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 10:59:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There are many other ways to control the size of the elk herd without killing the elk and endangering the 
public..  PLEASE try those options first. 
 
 

 
frances marino 
horseypassion@aol.com 
2017-04-09 11:08:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Make sure there are plenty of lions and bears to eat the sick, shoot with marksmen not the amateur 
hunter. You know dam well there are going to be hunters that go onto private property, shoot when it 
dangerous in the surrounding areas, and just plain stupid people. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Joachim Rochus Jogerst 
jogerst@earthlink.net 
2017-04-09 11:09:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Arleen Miller 
arleen.m@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 11:51:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
It is dangerous to the rest of Boulder County residents who use this open space to have hunters killing 
elk.  It is also against the reason we tax payers paid for this open space - for our use, not for hunter use. 
There are alternatives that are reasonable. Consider what Rocky Mtn National Park did to decrease the 
elk herd there.  BC Parks & Open Space can fence off areas, and fence off hay stacks, and fence off 
livestock.  Parks & Open Space has the funds to do this. It is important to maintain the biodiversity of 
this open space, but not by killing one of the natural residents.  The wolf could also be re-introduced to 
control the elk population, but then surrounding livestock would have to  be fenced off to protect 
livestock from wolves. 
 
 

 
Currie Barron 
currieb7@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 11:57:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I think it would be wisest if careful culling could happen:    Killing of a certain number of elk by 
professionals in a short period of time by specially trained shooters who would take out old or sick or 
weak animals not trophy animals like hunters go for.   This would also be safer for adjacent land owners 
and open space users who might be on the land. 
 
Additional comments: 
As a resident of Boulder, I believe Open Space is for people to enjoy ~ all people ~ not just hunters. 
Hunting makes the Open Space not safe for recreation ~ walkers, hikers, etc. I understand the need to 
control the elk population, and the reasoning behind choosing not to introduce wolves.  Careful, quick 
culling of the herd can achieve the goal of population control ~ minimizing the amount of time the Open 
Space needs to be closed to the public and keeping hunting practices away from areas enjoyed by the 
general public. 
 
 

 
Renee De Alba 
resinsight@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 12:14:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Killing is not the only option.  Not appropriate for our parks and open space. 
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Morgan Byrnes 
resinsight@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 12:57:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
marilyn kruegel 
marilyn.kruegel@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 14:28:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
1. There are more humane ways to control the Elk population. 2.There are more effective ways to 
control the Elk population. 3.Hunters are dangerous to humans. If hunting is allowed on "no hiking" 
days, they will show up on hiking days and present a dangerous situation.  4.If hunting is allowed and 
the open space is closed to hikers on some days, a precedent will be set that potentially spreads to other 
open areas and to other wild life hunting. This is not the mission of the County Open Space. We tax 
payers did not pay for this. 
 
 

 
Sharon Jogerst 
sharonjogerst@yahoo.com 
2017-04-09 14:37:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is about hunting and making money by exploiting the animals.  There should be no hunting on 
Boulder Open Space lands.  These lands are paid for with tax dollars.  It should not be closed to the 
public so that hunters can kill the animals.  This proposal is unsafe and just plain wrong. 
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Alex Barber 
talexbarber@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 14:47:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Other options- such as birth control, hazing and fencing- should be fully explored before resorting to 
hunting.  And if culling is still determined to be needed, then sharp shooters might achieve more 
effective management results than  hunters.   What will be the skill level of the hunters that are likely to 
hunt in this type of environment?   What is the potential for accidents?  What about communication 
with other user groups during hunting time?  Introducing hunting on open space land would be a bad 
precedent for Boulder County and likely to be unpopular with the most  residents.  . 
 
 

 
Tom Barron 
tabarron@tabarron.com 
2017-04-09 14:56:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Any hunting on Open Space is a very dangerous precedent. At the same time, I understand the rationale 
for culling the herd. Therefore, I would support this if two changes are made:  (1) any hunting should be 
restricted to skilled and responsible professionals;   (2) limit the hunt to the most condensed time 
possible. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Kay Paine 
kay.paine@gmail.com 
2017-04-09 18:32:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
Opening up our Open Space lands to hunting violates everything we taxpayers were led to believe Open 
Space stands for - please reconsider. 
 
 

 
george coffee 
coffeeg@q.com 
2017-04-09 20:01:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This would be bad spirit in these areas we find now a source of tranquility and renewal.  Please do not 
have hunting on these public lands. 
 
 

 
James Berchert 
jimberchert@yahoo.com 
2017-04-09 20:50:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
CPW is having financial issues and continues not to look at science, birth control but just to fund their 
department.  This is a consistent trend with CPW. 
 
 

 
Huberta Yaron 
wannano55@gmail.com 
2017-04-10 04:39:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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I respect the need to control the elk population on Rabbit Mountain, however, I feel that other 
alternatives need to be considered. Random, open hunting on county open space sets a very dangerous 
precedent. Please reconsider your other options such as birth control and, if necessary, selective culling 
of the old and sick as would be done in nature if the predators were to be allowed to exist. Introducing 
ungulates like elk and moose without natural predators lnto Colorado by CPW for the purpose of 
hunting is bad policy to begin with. Now a problem has arisen as a result of that policy and an 
objectionable solution has been proposed. I've lived in Boulder for 41 years and have gladly paid taxes 
for environmental protection to the county. Hunting was not part of that policy. Please respect your 
initial goals and devise a more humane and acceptable solution to this problem.  Thank you 
 
 

 
Nick Vanderborgh 
nvanrg@gmail.com 
2017-04-10 08:56:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Our open space needs to be managed. The correct approach is to determine populations of bees and 
bears, etc, and then work to achieve set goals. And then manage to achieve desired populations. Elk are 
troublesome because they do not live in the same place in the summer as in the winter. Even so, there is 
no reason to permit hunting on these lands. Dumping lead into the biosphere is just one. If there are too 
many elk, the first option is to move some to other public lands that need elk. If some culling is 
necessary, those Animals should be used to supply meat to hungry people, distributed by EFFA, etc. So, 
first deportation, then as a last resort, slaughter, but in a way that many benefit from the public animal, 
not just one citizen, who then steals from all the rest of us. 
 
 

 
Sue Keaveney 
sue.keaveney@gmail.com 
2017-04-10 09:01:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This plan would set an unfortunate precedent for hunting on other Boulder County Open Spaces.  
Though I could not find specific reference to this in the plan -- which seems a rather glaring omission -- 
presumably Rabbit Mountain would be closed to all other users including hikers, bikers, horseback 
riders, birdwatchers, and others, from August 15-January 31, nearly 1/2 the year. Boulder County Open 
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Space is paid for by all Boulder County residents, not just hunters. Its use should not be restricted to one 
special group.  The plan in its current form dismisses other alternatives for reducing and controlling the 
elk population out-of-hand. In contrast, I would argue that Boulder County should not even consider 
hunting as an option until all other alternatives have been exhausted. 
 
 

 
Vince Grow 
FinsanFeathers@yahoo.com 
2017-04-10 09:48:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please do not spend our tax dollars to hire government sharp-shooters like Rocky Mountain National 
Park did. 
 
 

 
Jeanne Bassett 
jbassett3@gmail.com 
2017-04-10 14:45:14 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I understand if the elk population has gotten too large but please do not let random hunters in who will 
focus on killing the healthiest of the stock. Whereas to reduce the numbers it is much better to send in 
professional land managers who are not doing this as a sport but instead to help the herd thus taking 
out the old and unhealthy. Please don't open our open space to random hunters. You might also see an 
increase in human injury. 
 
 

 
Kirkwood Cunningham 
kmcunnin@juno.com 
2017-04-10 16:15:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
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What changes should be made? 
Days of use for hunting should be exclusively for that purpose, i.e. no other recreational use for the sake 
of user safety and peace of mind. I assume that this is the proposal, but the plan was not clear on that 
point. Hunting access days should be Sunday through Tuesday to allow reasonable times for other 
recreational uses. It is important that hunting access days be posted on line and with a sign at the 
intersection of Highway 66 and the road to Rabbit Mountain, so that recreationists can avoid the extra 
trip. Carcasses (i.e. including gut piles, limbs etc.) must be removed in their entirety to prevent an 
unsightly mess that makes other forms of recreation less pleasent and which presumably would attract 
more bears to an area surrounded by semi-rural development. The discussion about using professional 
sharpshooter-type cullers did not mention that this is the method used with apparent success in Rocky 
Mtn. National Park. I also understand that the Park uses a different type of birth control chemical than 
mentioned in this Plan that seems to be effective and appears to be applied with a dart. 
 
Additional comments: 
I am representing the Indian Peaks Group of the Sierra Club in these comments. My organization and 
others like it enjoy city and county open space in quiet ways like running, hiking etc. and definitely do 
not like the idea of sharing open space lands with a relatively novel (for open space) and essentially 
excluding use like hunting. People of our persuasion stay out of all National Forest areas during hunting 
season because we have no trust in the ability of hunters to use their weapons with sufficient caution, 
despite the fact that fall and early winter seasons are some of the best times to enjoy the outdoors. 
These areas were set aside with public tax money for passive recreation purposes, not "multiple use". 
Hunting becomes barely tolerable on these lands for limited times only because of the damage that elk 
do to vegetation when we do not permit them to have exposure to competent native predators. 
 
 

 
Brian Strickland 
bkstrickland@hotmail.com 
2017-04-11 05:51:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have personally witnessed the damage elk cause over time and one of the biggest examples of this in is 
Rocky Mountain National Park. I would hate to see Rabbit Mountain erect unsightly fencing to keep elk 
out of areas when sportsmen can be used effectively. Colorado has some of the best wildlife managers 
in the Lower 48 and they do an excellent job at protecting wildlife and wildlife habitat. Although I would 
be opposed to rifle hunting in this area for the most part, bowhunting is something I really think would 
be ideal. 
 
 

 
Anita Moss 
akmoss50@gmail.com 
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2017-04-11 07:47:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This bad plan is eerily reminiscent of CPW's attempt to get on Open Space to kill deer for chronic 
wasting disease.  CPW  disregarded real expert input and ultimately admitted failure of their own plan. 
Thankfully, Director of Open Space, Ron Stewart vetoed allowing them to kill on Open Space.  Now they 
are trying again with a new director.   The printed guide to county Parks and Open Space reads under 
Rules and Regulations: "Killing wildlife is not permitted."  CPW's "plan" to  kill elk would be a betrayal of 
the contract and of Boulder citizens who agreed to be taxed to support Open Space. 
 
 

 
Jane Scott 
jascott@indra.com 
2017-04-11 08:36:19 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please find another way of dealing with this issue other than hunting innocent animals. 
 
 

 
Christina Merrill 
cmer4353@gmail.com 
2017-04-11 09:00:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jillian Weems 
jillian.weems@gmail.com 
2017-04-11 12:01:04 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I most certainly do not support hunting as a method for herd reduction. You ask for tax-payer support 
for Open Space, receive it, and then this proposed plan comes up afterwards. This is nefarious at best. 
Please use the RMNP methods of herd control and look into PZP, fencing and evidenced-based research 
into non-lethal but successful herd management by other state agencies. And look to scientists with 
proven studies that are not part of CPW for guidance. CPW caused this problem in the first place by 
reintroducing a species without a natural predator like wolves and they did it to supply hunters. Just like 
moose. And now CPW wants to evoke a predator control policy so that hunters can theoretically have 
more game to shoot. This "game management" agency is fed by hunters and many sportsmen (bow, 
muzzle and rifle hunters), wildlife biologists and ecologists have come out STRONGLY against that!  For 
once, please employ proven science BEFORE you allow shooting on Open Space paid by MY tax dollars. If 
you go ahead with this, I will never vote again in your favor.  Jillian Weems Boulder County resident 
since 1991 
 
 

 
Christina Mitchell 
jcmitch5@ncsu.edu 
2017-04-11 13:54:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As someone with a wildlife conservation background, I support the limited hunting of the Rabbit 
Mountain elk sub-herd. I agree that hunting is the best option to reduce the elk population that's 
currently damaging the fragile and important ecotone ecosystem of the foothills. Other methods of 
population reduction (female sterilization, culling) or removal (hazing, fencing) are inefficient and 
drastically more expensive. 
 
 

 
Harrison C-B 
kentling@alumni.rice.edu 
2017-04-11 14:26:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Paul Fuller 
pfullermassage@gmail.com 
2017-04-11 14:28:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
NO a terrible idea, especially considering there are many other options available.  Can you imagine the 
tragedy when the first shot fired hits a house, horse, child, grandparent, mom, dad or just scares the hell 
out of a walker, cyclist, paraglider? Open Space is not for hunting. This is as poor of a solution as the 
proposal to hunt down lions and bears to increase hunting licenses for deer.  Paul Fuller 1445 Riverside 
Ave Boulder, CO 80304 
 
 

 
PAMELA PETERS 
pamsuepeters@gmail.com 
2017-04-11 15:00:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
We live in Longmont after many years living in Boulder. The opportunities to recreate in Open Space 
near Longmont are very limited compared to Boulder. Rabbit Mountain is a place we hike frequently and 
I believe the Elk Management Plan would adversely affect the integrity of that area. It would interfere 
with and curtail the outdoor community greatly. Please consider other alternatives to deal with elk 
overpopulation (i.e. sterilization) and leave the beautiful trails of Rabbit Mountain to the people who've 
paid for them! 
 
 

 
Barbra Weidlein 
bww727@gmail.com 
2017-04-12 11:34:34 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is a highly concerning precedent.  What about other ways of correcting the problem - birth control? 
fencing? At most, professional hunters should be allowed to take out sick and dying elk. If all other 
efforts fail, then professional hunters ONLY could be called in to help deal with the overpopulated 
problem. But absolutely NO to opening this up to any and all hunting enthusiasts. 
 
 

 
Mary Preston 
marypreston.mp@gmail.com 
2017-04-12 13:29:17 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Jesse Hintz 
jessehintz44@gmail.com 
2017-04-12 14:56:19 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The plan seems well-researched and written, in line with my expectations for the Boulder County Open 
Space and Mountain Parks department.  While I would support the plan as-is, I have doubts about the 
intention of prohibiting the hunters from posting photos of their harvest on social media.  What are we 
trying to accomplish there?  It seems like something that will sow mistrust for both hunters and non-
hunters in the area.  Other than that, I would recommend against restricting the method of take to 
firearms only.  Archery hunting is shown to deliver harvest as ethical or more so than harvest through 
the use of firearms.  In addition, archery hunting would result in less disturbance of other land users in 
the area.  I'm not a bow hunter, but I can see the potential benefits of allowing archery hunting in this 
case.  I also think it's unnecessary to close the park during the hunt.  In states further east, where public 
land is mostly made up of small plots similar to Rabbit Mountain, hunting and other activities are 
allowed to happen simultaneously with little cause for concern.  Hunters, by the nature of the activity, 
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are prone to stay away from heavily-trafficked trails or areas and will likely not be noticed by other users 
except at the parking areas.  Finally, in order to establish a hunt that is more in line with the culture of 
Boulder County, and possibly less of a target for public criticism, I recommend against allowing vehicle 
use in the park during the hunt.  I think you will attract hunters who hunt with an attitude more 
agreeable to the community members and who are likely to cause less of a negative disturbance to the 
park's resources and users.  Please feel free to contact me for further feedback or a discussion on the 
Rabbit Mountain hunt or other hunting opportunities in Boulder County. 
 
 

 
Ryan Scott 
rfscreative@gmail.com 
2017-04-12 14:59:41 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Marcia Barber 
mrsugarloaf@aol.com 
2017-04-13 07:57:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Boulder County has always touted their lands as wildlife sanctuaries where people can go for passive 
recreation to enjoy the outdoors and nature. No guns or weapons have ever been allowed on Open 
Space. The idea that hunting might be allowed on Open Space is revolting and violates the 
ethical,moral,legal,and spiritual purpose and code of what Open Space stands for. It also violates the 
promise Open Space made to voters who trusted that no hunting would be allowed when they voted to 
fund Open Space once again in the last election. This should have been brought up before the election 
so people knew what they were voting for. Very few people other than hunters know about this plan for 
hunting. That must be illegal.CPW has created this issue by reintroducing elk without the main predator 
the wolf. They have also introduced the moose without a main predator the wolf. So no wonder 
populations are out of control. This poor judgement and manipulation of wildlife populations to fill CPW 
coffers from hunting tags has caused them to champion the disastrous CWD plan which was abandoned 
by CPW after thousands of healthy animals were killed. Their plan to kill countless bears and mountain 
lions on the western slope to boost deer numbers has no scientific basis or study to base it on and it 
violates the state law which does not allow a spring bear hunt. The safety issue of hunting on Open 
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space lands heavily used by recreationists and surrounded by private homes poses huge liability issues 
for BCOS. There are alternatives to hunting which were used successfully at Rocky Mountain National 
Park which faces the same issue and also does not allow hunting. This format should be followed. CPW 
should remove all hunting of bears and mountain lions who are natural predators of young elk if they 
are serious about reducing elk herd sizes in this area. The very effective and safe and cost effective PZP  
birth control should be used. If lethal methods have to be used they should be done by professional 
sharp shooters with silencers who are trained to remove animals safely and quickly. Ron Stewart who 
this property is named after only allowed nonlethal methods in the past. It is what tax payers were 
promised and what they expect. The entire image of BCOS hangs in the balance here. If hunting is not 
denied I will never vote to fund Open Space again. 
 
 

 
Carol Walker 
cwlivingimages@gmail.com 
2017-04-13 08:18:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think it is a bad idea to open Open Space to hunting. There are alternatives - use birth control on the 
Elk - HSUS has been very successful with regulating deer populations, put in fencing to protect the crops. 
It is very dangerous to allow hunting on Open Space - if a child or adult is killed that is completely 
unacceptable, as is closing the Open Space for months - Rabbit Mountain is very heavily used - I live in 
the valley behind it and to close it to the public for several months would inconvenience and disappoint 
thousand of adulat, children who are walking, walking dogs, riding bikes, riding horses, for the sake of 
killing Elk who do not need to be killed. Of course hunters are tax payers but they are not the only tax 
payers and these Elk should not be killed simply because some farmers are losing crops. 
 
 

 
Ruthann Schoeffield 
rschoeffield@gmail.com 
2017-04-13 08:19:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Valerie solheim 
solholmes@yahoo.com 
2017-04-13 08:34:43 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
When there is overpopulation you use birth control methods.  You don't let hunters out in public tax- 
supported parks to shoot the elk.  Do SOMETHING that is sustainable and responsible to your 
constituents who don't happen to all be hunters. 
 
 

 
Kathleen Stevenson 
sugarloafkitty@yahoo.com 
2017-04-13 08:36:32 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I agree that there is an overpopulation of elk. In fact the caribou heard spend about a month hanging 
out on my property each year. So I am very familiar with the growth of the elk population. Additionally, I 
am now very familiar with the growth of the moose population. I am very thrilled to see both of these 
ungulates populate and thrive in the Rocky Mountains. However it saddens me to see the become over 
populated as well as often times cause a nuisance. It is hard to live with moose in the mountains. They 
do chase people and make walking with dogs difficult and often times scary. With that said - I still do not 
want hunters coming into my living space or my open space to hunt elk or moose. There are other ways, 
proven scientific ways, to manage herds. Allowing inexpert hunters or hunters only interested in trophy 
kills is not an appropriate herd management strategy. It is a knee jerk reaction to a problem that has 
been growing for years. A solution, a good thoughtful solution, will also take years to implement. A 
thoughtful solution is the best one to advocate for as it will ultimately have the most long lasting, 
healthy and beneficial outcome. I urge the county to use best practices for herd management on public 
open space. 
 
 

 
Jonathan Miller 
jon.jonmiller@gmail.com 
2017-04-13 08:42:22 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is not an environmentally sound policy. In nature, predators take the weak, the infirm, the 
elderly. In hunting, hunters take the trophies, the best breeding stock. Hunting is a poor management 
technique.   Reintroduction of predators is a better approach. 
 
 

 
Jonathan Miller 
jon.jonmiller@gmail.com 
2017-04-13 08:44:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
In addition, fencing and PZP birth control are superior alternatives. 
 
 

 
Laura Berchert 
jimberchert@yahoo.com 
2017-04-13 10:56:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Opening hunting on open lands is not an option.  Until CPW addresses issues on their side, wildlife and 
non-hunters should not be the victims of their lack of using science to drive decisions etc 
 
 

 
james berchert 
jimberchert@yahoo.com 
2017-04-13 11:29:51 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
With the influx of growth in Colorado, herds should be managed by birth control.  Hunting is not an 
option in open space, sub-divisions towns etc. 
 
 

 
Ron Stewart 
ron_stewart1@aol.com 
2017-04-13 12:28:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Rabbit Mountain is a very special place.  It is one of the best if not the best area for biodiversity in 
Boulder County.  It must be managed to preserve that biodiversity.  The current elk population in the 
area is doing significant damage to habitat resource values.  For this reason, I support the thoughtful 
plan that has been proposed by Parks and Open Space staff.  I do not support recreational hunting on 
open space but I do support hunting as a tool to protect important natural resource preservation.  
Please adopt the plan. 
 
 

 
Donra Stark 
starkhouse@aol.com 
2017-04-13 13:06:24 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunters have enough tame elks to kill in this state.  Elks should be moved or other alternate plans 
should be considered like Rocky Mountain National Parks remedy.  Hunters do not belong in open space. 
 
 

 
Blake Henning 
bhenning@rmef.org 
2017-04-14 13:45:23 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation has reviewed the Draft Rabbit Mountain Elk Management 2017-
2027 Plan and strongly supports your recommendation of a public harvest program.  This is the only 
practical alternative that directly reduces the elk population, and may provide enough aversive 
condition to the elk to encourage them to once again go to the high country summer and transitional 
ranges that they historically used.    This program can be easily implemented, since the licensing system 
is in place with Colorado Parks & Wildlife and their hunting season regulations are reviewed and 
approved annually.  The mandatory hunter orientation will be a service to the landowners within the 
area, as well as the hunters to better advise them of the nuances of the property and the expectations 
of the hunters who participate.  Blake L. Henning Chief Conservation Officer Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation 
 
 

 
William Hill 
wbhill3@gmail.com 
2017-04-14 17:31:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This plan is assinine 
 
 

 
Rob Myhre 
rob.sam@myhrefamily.net 
2017-04-15 11:24:35 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the notion to offer limited elk hunting opportunities at Rabbit Mountain Open Space.  Rational 
is well thought out and would also offer opportunities for hunting as well.  Regards. Rob Myhre 
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Diane Felsher 
Dfelsher@msn.com 
2017-04-15 14:36:17 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Ray Bovet 
ray@bovet.org 
2017-04-16 20:21:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am against this plan because it would make a wonderful park inaccessible to the public (except for 
hunters) for half the year!  I am against this plan because if successful it would cause the elk to move off 
of Rabbit Mountain and become much MORE of a problem for surrouding land owners.  I am against this 
plan because it fundamentally changes the rules for what are appropriate activities in Boulder County 
Parks with almost NO public discussion.  The vast majority of Boulder County residents have never even 
heard of this plan.  I am against this plan because it is unlikely to be very effective in controlling the elk 
population.  Most other jurisdictions (consider for example Rocky Mountain National Park) find that 
using sharpshooters is safer, more humane, and more effective in controlling elk than turning a public 
park into a hunting preserve for six months of the year. 
 
 

 
ronald leever 
ronlvr@comcast.net 
2017-04-17 07:33:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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JoAnne Wortman 
jwjunk@comcast.net 
2017-04-17 09:11:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I have no problem with allowing hunting to reduce the elk herd. What I have a problem with is the 
length of the season – 5 ½ months – during which the open space will be essentially closed to all other 
users 4 days per week, during the time of year when the area is most attractive to visitors. Many visitors 
to the area are able to go there only on weekends, and we will be restricted to Saturday only. Overall, 
for 5 ½ months for 57% of the time, fewer than 50 hunters will have access to the area, whereas 
hundreds of others will have access only 43% of the time, subject to availability of parking. If we show 
up and there are no parking spaces, we either have to wait until someone leaves, or give up and go 
home. Posting on the website if availability to other users happens to come up Sunday to Wednesday 
would be unreliable, and we would still be turned away if the parking lot is full when we arrive.  There 
are around 350 elk in the herd and the plan is to encourage migration and reduce the herd to about 30-
70 animals. Two hunters per week at 24 weeks means potentially only 48 animals will be taken at 100% 
success rate. If the success rate is 25% (elk management presentation, pg. 23), only 12 animals will be 
harvested. If the success rate is 33%, only 16 animals will be taken. Maybe some of the other elk will 
migrate away when they figure out they’re being hunted, but the results will be inconsequential at this 
rate. And where do you expect them to migrate to?  I support the hunting but I think you should allow 
more hunters for less time, 2 months maximum. Let them get in there and get it over with. And let them 
take a few bulls while they’re at it. The presenters at the April 6 meeting were very vague about the 
ratio of bulls to cows and why no bull licenses would be issued, but in a herd of 30-70 animals, only 1 or 
2 breeding bulls are needed, and if you prefer that they don’t breed at all, the bulls should be 
eliminated. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Colin Bovet 
colin@bovet.org 
2017-04-17 12:27:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I grew up near Rabbit Mountain and it was one of my favorite places to go horseback riding on and off-
trail. I want to see it continue to be a safe place for doing so. Closing the park and allowing recreational 
hunters is not a good solution. Instead, you should bring in professionals to cull the herds like they do at 
Estes Park. 
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Diane Freeman 
DianeF73@hotmail.com 
2017-04-17 12:40:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
It's dangerous to let hunters go onto open space to shoot wildlife. Even if you post signs warning 
bicyclists and hikers that there are shooters in the area, they tend to disregard the warnings and enter 
open space on those prohibited days anyway. Someone is bound to get shot or killed.  I live in the 
mountains outside Boulder and when Boulder Canyon was closed to bicyclists after the flood for a 
month, bicyclists disregarded the large notices at the beginning of the canyon and rode on the highway 
everyday. The only thing that stopped them was the sheriff's deputy patrols stopping them and carrying 
them and their bicycles out of the canyon. These were usually grown men who assumed they were 
exempt from the rules. Surely, these types of bicyclists and young hikers will disregard the signs on open 
space and get shot because they don't follow the rules. 
 
 

 
Danielle Hahn 
hahndconsulting@gmail.com 
2017-04-17 14:53:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
PLEASE no hunting on Boulder County Parks & Open Space.  Professional culling is what's needed to 
manage the elk herd efficiently and quickly.  These trails are beautiful and there is a ton of potential to 
create more trails!  Hunting is NOT THE ANSWER!!! Please keep it open.  It needs to continue to be a 
safe place. :)  Thank you! 
 
 

 
Sarah Bornhijm 
sally@sugarloaf.net 
2017-04-17 15:25:47 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
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No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting on Open Space under the guise of herd control should not be allowed. It is a violation of public 
trust and an abuse of tax payer money to essentially subsidize "canned" hunting on our Open Space. It 
will mean that access to open space is denied to every category of recreational (tax paying) user for 
extended periods of time. The physical danger to  users and adjacent property owners of a weaponized 
Open Space is obvious. There are proven precedents for herd control in the Rocky Mountain National 
Park that should be examined for their applicability to Rabbit Mountain. These include birth control, 
fencing, the use of  supervised sharp shooters (not recreational hunters), and natural predators. This 
draft plan is extreme and scientifically unjustifiable. Shame on you for trying to dupe tax payers with this 
scheme and profit from the sale of hunting licenses in the name of herd management. 
 
 

 
Nelson Sun 
Nbksun@gmail.com 
2017-04-17 17:47:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please do not hunt the Elk.  Keep the trails safe! I walk my dog on trails. 
 
 

 
robert westby 
rdwestby46@gmail.com 
2017-04-18 07:44:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There is no scientific basis for the "best solution" recommendation (supported by the CPW) that 
systematically culling ("killing") the elk herd will result in increased migration. The CPW chronic wasting 
disease management approach is a recent example of a non-science based CPW policy failure (by their 
own admission following its implementation). It is fundamental that this long term policy decision be 
based on defensible/verifiable management science.The Board and the Director would best serve their 
constituency by adopting/piloting several of the multiple management approaches under consideration 
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including the state of the practice birth control PZP approach).  The CPW proposal of allowing 
recreational hunting (licensed public hunting) on Boulder County Open Space is unacceptable and sets a 
dangerous precedent. A state agency driven by politics and special interests should not be 
inappropriately influencing/interfering with County (local) policy. . 
 
 

 
Joe Thiltgen 
buddy1123@netzero.net 
2017-04-18 12:47:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is one of many proven wildlife management methods and coupled with other proven methods, 
a positive outcome will be achieved. 
 
 

 
Gail Matheson 
glmthelane@gmail.com 
2017-04-18 21:05:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
* Rabbit Mountain is a popular park and needs to remain open for all of us.  Closure is not the answer. * 
Rabbit Mountain is a small park and there is no where for the elk to go that would not create a problem. 
* Hunting will scatter the herd in a very short time and will not make a dent in the numbers. * 
Professional culling is a quick, effective way to reduce the herd size. * Earlier plans for the area called for 
additional trails as well as management. 
 
 

 
Ronnie Podolefsky 
ronniepodolefsky@gmail.com 
2017-04-18 22:07:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am against hunting as a means to control elk populations. I am a Lyons resident and want the open 
spaces to remain just that, open. There are other means to address the problem. Catering to hunters 
who don't live here or have a stake in our community is unacceptable and offensive. 
 
 

 
Lynda Dehn 
ldehn@humanscale.com 
2017-04-19 13:05:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This is a park I use year round and would like to see more trails for hiking and horseback riding.  The Elk 
can be controlled by professional culling which is efficient and quick.  Closing the park is not the answer. 
 
 

 
Robert Winn 
agr_winn@yahoo.com 
2017-04-19 16:08:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is great way to manage animals in a timely and economically sound manner! Limited hunting 
will reach the objectives help the environment and the animals! 
 
 

 
Chance Scott 
cscott444@hotmail.com 
2017-04-20 07:38:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Allen Kerby 
akerby@rmef.org 
2017-04-20 12:06:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Letter has been sent in. 
 
 

 
Dirk Arnold 
dirkarnold@earthlink.net 
2017-04-20 13:11:02 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
As a large land owner in the mountains it appears to me from your land ownership that you have a 
proven Elk farm/ranch. Now you just need to fence it and create a passage (ROW) from the two open 
spaces for the elk to migtate between the two pastures and call it good. Just as the city of Denver has 
done with the Buffalo. This would be a perfect world for elk and open space use. It would create a Elk 
Park to visit and jobs. The Elk Ranch would of course need culling of the heard and you could truck the 
majority up the hill to any number of Forest Service areas in the state that want a few more elk. 
 
Additional comments: 
The research seems to verify a wonderful location for elk habitat. 
 
 

 
Dennis Kuehl 
djkuehlco@yahoo.com 
2017-04-20 14:01:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
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What would you suggest to the Commissioners as a way to assist us private land owners?  Property 
owners feel that Boulder County should provide  financial assistance.  Property owners agree that a 
more aggressive culling program is necessary.   80% of owners will accept hunters, but require hunter 
getting permission before hunting.  100% of owners feel that 20 permits on open spaces is insufficient. 
 
Additional comments: 
Damage to Private Property by the Rabbit Mountain Elk Herd  There is an enticing appeal to viewing elk 
on Rabbit Mountain and surrounding properties.  However, the size of the herd of Elk has created a 
concern for the private property owners along the corridor east and west of 75th street on the south 
east side of Rabbit Mountain.  This is a summation of three questions I asked of about 20 property 
owners.   What has been the financial impact of having the Elk browse through your property?  60% of 
the owners report it has cost thousands of dollars to replace the damage to their evergreens and shrubs.  
25% of the owners said 50 to 75% of the trees have been being affected.    80% of the properties have 
tree damage.  The loss of corn was well noted in your report, but the hay and grazing loss needs to be 
considered as well.   50% of the property owners report a 20 to 30% loss on hay and grazing land. Those 
grazing note the number of cattle or horses has to be reduced, thus affecting income.   30% loss in a hay 
crop for first cutting on an average year is over $250 per acre.  75% of the owners reported a cost in 
fence repair which is mostly labor.    All livestock owners question their liability responsibility if the Elk 
create a broken fence where cattle or horses might exit onto Woodland Road, 75th, 87th or 95th Street.  
A loss of horses war reported due to being gorged by Elk Bulls..  What has been the time impact of 
having the Elk damage your property?   100% of owners have spent hours trimming and removing trees 
and shrubs destroyed by Elk bulls.   Up to 3 hours of time to repair a fence each time Elk move through 
their fields.   Fence Repair is imperative where cattle and horses are grazing, which is 24/7 when the  Elk 
are present.  One property owners notes 8 fences to repair when the Elk cross his property. He has built 
fences recommended by NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) for grazing purposes.  Owners 
use a variety of recommended deterrents to haze the Elk to a different location, but these methods are 
temporary and often ineffective. 
 
 

 
Hank Shaw 
1hankshaw@gmail.com 
2017-04-21 07:04:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Habitat…it’s all about the habitat to insure that all wildlife has a future in Colorado.  I applaud Boulder 
County’s open space acquisition plans (one of the reasons that I live here) but in the case of the Rabbit 
Mtn. open space shows some unintended consequences: the elk have a protected area there and have 
learned to stay on it only departing at night to feed on private property.  This has resulted in an over 
population of elk (for the habitat carrying capacity of Rabbit Man. open space) that is ruining the habitat 
for all wildlife as well as distruction of private property.  I continue to support the hunting option that 
will allow resident elk to resume their natural tendency of migrating to summer then winter habitat 
areas. 
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Jason Archibald 
archibald.jason@gmail.com 
2017-04-21 07:58:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
GW Hannaway 
wyndham@gwha.com 
2017-04-21 12:18:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I Do Not Support The Plan.  My address is 15715 Parrish Road, on the North side of Rabbit Mountain 
Open Space.  Neither hunters nor elk are welcome, since this is agricultural and grazing property.  Please 
find another solution instead of your suggested escalation of the problem  with this very dangerous 
approach.  Thank you for accepting the many, many opposing comments and re-considering this plan.  
GW Hannaway 
 
 

 
Smith Aaron 
asmithpro@gmail.com 
2017-04-21 14:30:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this plan because it uses science as well as the most effective way we have found in centuries 
to manage wildlife, hunting. I understand the concerns of those who oppose hunting and I respect that, 
but the the greatest conservation model in the world is the north american model and it uses hunting to 
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manage all wildlife, including situations like this that due to human expansion has arised and will 
continue to arise. 
 
 

 
Sherry Nicks 
jonespeppers@gmail.com 
2017-04-21 17:25:22 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Open Lands are special spaces not intended for hunting. Consult the latest scientific research and use 
birth control. It is the CPW's responsibility to safeguard these animals and areas. 
 
 

 
Larry Davis 
peacestar1@msn.com 
2017-04-21 19:29:43 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Controlled hunting has always been the best wildlife management tool, I'm glad this is the approach you 
are using to address the elk problem. 
 
 

 
Sarah Canfield 
sarahcanrow@yahoo.com 
2017-04-22 10:30:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
We have more ethical strategies to manage wildlife than hunting/culling and I'd like my tax dollars and 
community to employ them.  Thank you for considering public opinion. 
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Bill Hayes 
WGHayes@gmail.com 
2017-04-22 11:51:19 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
While ultimately I trust the CPW to have done its job, I am a little hesitant given the concerns of those 
who live in and frequent the area and the rather specious response that "culling is more complex and 
more contrived and more costly to do" given as reason to choose hunting instead.  I'd like to hear more 
about why that's not just as good an option as it seems that would address the concerns of many of 
those opposed to hunting on Rabbit Mountain. 
 
 

 
topher donahue 
topherdonahue@gmail.com 
2017-04-22 17:00:15 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Boulder and Larimer County foothills already has the least healthy deer population in the state, and 
maybe the country - let's not do the same to the elk. Animals need predators to force the animals to 
behave as is best for their health, as well as to protect the ecosystem. Hunting was going on in the area 
before it became county "open" space. If the county is going to manage wildlife responsibly, it should 
use hunting as a carefully managed technique. If public hazard is a concern due to proximity to houses, 
limit the hunt to shotguns with slugs, muzzleloaders and bows. Hunting is one of those rare things that is 
both progression and conservation. Pubic education in this regard should also go with the program. 
 
 

 
jeffrey wolcott 
jeffswine@charter.net 
2017-04-22 18:13:02 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
A bow season would calm the people that worry about hunters with rifles. 
 
 

 
Jean Michalec 
jmichale@ball.com 
2017-04-22 19:04:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I feel horrified that this plan is being even considered. What a travesty and convolution to 'harvest' the 
elk by allowing hunting of them on land that was developed to protect them. I love that the elk are here 
and want them to remain. One of the reasons I live in Lyons and in the foothills is to be closer to the 
wildlife. I used to live in Estes and the elk are just part of the community. People come from far and 
wide to be able to just see them. We are so fortunate that they want to be here and they dwell among 
us.  Having the elk here is such a gift. I also am someone who enjoy walks/hikes at Rabbit Mountain and 
the feel of the sacredness of the place. It would all become brutally tainted knowing that beautiful wild 
animals are being purposely killed because of a desire to maintain some vegetation. Beginning to fence 
off some areas for restoration is understandable and serves a good purpose just like they do in RMNP. 
Put like the national parks, the land was set aside for the purpose to protect wildlife and I believe we 
need to continue to honor this and find other ways to be good stewards of all wild life.  Thank you and 
may the decision be made from a good heart, Jean Michalec 
 
 

 
Keivan Moallemi 
keivan.moallemi@gmail.com 
2017-04-22 19:26:43 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Diane Freeman 
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DianeF73@hotmail.com 
2017-04-22 19:52:04 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I do not support this plan since hunters have been so irresponsible in the past. I am very concerned that 
if you let them hunt on open space, they will start shooting on other open space in Boulder County. 
Please use sharpshooters if you must. At least they could get the job done efficiently and not shoot 
haphazardly leaving the animals to suffer. I also worry that hikers and runners will disregard any notice 
of shooting taking place and they will be injured or killed by hunters. It's just too dangerous to let 
amateur hunters shoot on open space. Too many people and children use those lands and will sneak in 
even if you put up signs telling them not to. 
 
 

 
Justin Berg 
jcb@bhgrlaw.com 
2017-04-23 05:27:12 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support this plan. I live south of Rabbit near 36 and Nelson. If this elk herd is not managed it's going to 
be trouble for this ecosystem. Hunting is the proven way to go and I think the restrictions on hunting 
days and times are reasonable and safe. 
 
 

 
Jane Baryames 
janeb1952@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 06:55:19 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I am against limited hunting on open space. I am in favor of culling the herd using professional hunters. 
 
Additional comments: 
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I am a birder and cherish the Rabbit Mountain open space as do many area residents who hike here. I 
agree something needs to be done to manage herd size. I believe culling is the best solution. 
 
 

 
Brandi Bagwell 
branbagw@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 07:35:38 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Please do not murder these innocent animals. If you have to use efforts to relocate, please do that 
instead. Why is it more important to protect vegetation than the lives of innocent animals. We co-exist 
with them. Please create alternative plans, even if they're more involved for you guys, instead of 
choosing murder. 
 
 

 
Jon Cook 
jcbeaconbuilders@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 07:43:30 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a native and live in Hygiene.i have had the luxury of hunting on the first farm to the east of Rabbit 
Mountain.You can believe  the Elk herd esatamates they traveled all the way to 287 this last winter 
looking for food. Not exactly sure how many got hit on the road but I know of three that we helped with 
on Woodland road alone.i love seeing and watching the elk as much if not more than anyone and have 
kept a daily eye on them every winter.With all that being said I think they should have some sort of 
guided youth hunts.Its getting harder and harder for youth today to hunt.this would be an excellent 
opportunity to do just that.One last note,in years past they would quit coming down around the first of 
the year, now their habitat is so depleted that they stayed down until March!! 
 
 

 
Randy Cantu 
randycantu@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 07:47:45 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly disagree with allowing multiple hunters to have open access to the Rabbit Mountyopen space. 
I agree that the elk heard should be reduced but without a doubt, the preferred scientific and most 
humane method would be to use contraception. The argument that the economic cost would be too 
high is not a good argument. As with anything else the government does, funding could be found. I 
suggest that you dia straw vote to gauge public sentiment for a small temporary tax increase to fund a 
pilot contraception program. Or a better idea, with immediate results would be to launch an ongoing 
crowd-funding effort (GoFundMe) so that only those with a vested interest in such a program could fund 
it. 
 
 

 
Jerry Jacka 
jerryjacka@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 07:55:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I would like more information on why culling is not an option (i.e., what makes hiriing a sharpshooter 
more expensive than setting up a lottery and making sure that hunters are abiding by the rules?). I walk 
my dogs at Rabbit Mountain a couple of times a week and do not want hunters there, even if it is one 
hour before sunrise and one hour after sunset. I am concernted that a hunter who is eager to bag an elk 
might not abide by the timeline. Who will be there to ensure that hunters are only hunting during the 
times that they are supposed to? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Forrest Driskel 
forrest.driskel@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 10:23:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Biodiversity is important to the well being on the environment and the creatures in it. Damaging it 
creates a chain of events that could eliminate the local populations of many smaller species. All over this 
planet, species people have never even seen go extinct everyday as a result of human manipulated 
environments and the open space park is one of these environments. Being used as an oasis of hiking 
and nature access, in a developed and farmed area, has created a shelter for elk that has changed their 
behavior. It's a fast-food feast making fat elk. Which is not good for the elk, not good for the farmers 
nearby and not good for the smaller species and local plant life. So for the sake of the smaller animals 
and plants, from the insects and rodents to the golden eagle that nests on Rabbit Mountain, I support 
the herd reduction of the non-migratory elk that is chewing up our open space and damaging the 
ecology of the park. 
 
 

 
Elizabeth Adams 
lizziegentleyoga@aol.com 
2017-04-23 12:38:15 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I am against killing elk. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Lisa Goodrich 
lisagdance@gmail.com 
2017-04-23 12:38:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Allowing hunters on Boulder's Open Space is a recipe for disaster.  This puts people, livestock and pets in 
danger.  Are we all going to have to wear orange vests while going for a hike or stepping outside to fetch 
the mail? Perhaps if the Colorado Parks & Wildlife program wasn't so irresponsible in their desire to kill 
all predators we wouldn't be in this position.  http://www.endangered.org/over-whelming-opposition-
to-cpws-carnivore-killing-studies/ 
 
 

 
Jody Marken 
jodymarken@hotmail.com 
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2017-04-23 20:39:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Staff's plan includes the closing of the area to the public for half of the week for five months out of the 
year and allowing hunters access to kill does on those days. In my opinion, there are several flaws in this 
plan: 1.  The public, whose tax dollars support this property along with all other open space, will be 
unduly restricted to access to Rabbit Mountain; 2.  There is no indication that hunting will force the herd 
to migrate, and even if it does, no one - including staff and state park experts - know where they will go, 
although they hope they will move west; 3.  I fear that this will open the gate to hunting on all open 
space, a practice which is currently not allowed; 4.  Although staff states that they will cap kill numbers 
to a certain amount each week and could reopen the park on weeks when the cap is met early, this 
methodology is clumsy and practically impossible to communicate to the public; and 5.  Although a 
recent, 75 acre wildfire was caused by target shooting in the Rabbit Mountain area, the possibility of an 
increased chance (due to increased use of firearms in fire prone areas) of this occurring again is not 
being addressed and poses a significant threat. 
 
Additional comments: 
The topic of reducing the herd, which was supposed to be a small part of a comprehensive Rabbit 
Mountain Management Plan, is now being brought forward as an item that 'must be dealt with 
immediately'. I believe that this will result in a knee jerk and ineffective reaction to the failure of this elk 
herd to migrate.  There seems to be a real lack of planning (and execution) on staff's part. Although 
hazing was one option that they claim to have exhausted, they stated that ~20 attempts (by 1 to 6 
people at a time) to haze the herd was done over a period of 6 months. Obviously there was no real 
effort on their part to even try to make this option work. Birth control measures have been discounted 
as being too expensive, and fencing as not effective or practical. That leaves hunting.  (see above) 
 
 

 
Jerry Powell 
jerrypowell@q.com 
2017-04-24 11:07:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Dear Commissioners, Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the Draft Rabbit 
Mountain Elk Management Plan.  It is obviously a well thought-out plan based on the principals of 
ecology and wildlife biology.  My kudos to the staff for a job well done. I am in support of the proposed 
management inclusive of limited hunting on Rabbit Mountain to help control the local elk herd and 
protect the landscape and habitat critical to many other species.  The herd his exploded in the last few 
years and as a result the landscape and surrounding neighbors have suffered.  Habitat for ground and 
shrub nesting Neotropical Migrant Landbirds has been reduced and along with the reduction in native 
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vegetation there has and will be an increase in non-native invasive plant species, which will further limit 
native wildlife habitat.  The time to act is now.  We cannot wait for a reduction in the population 
through either attrition or birth control. Elk are managed very well in Colorado by Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife and it is the hunter's dollars which fund all - including threatened and endangered species - 
wildlife management in Colorado.  Limited hunting will move the elk off Rabbit Mountain and reduce 
the stress to the landscape that is the result of over use of the habitat. this will also allow for the harvest 
of some elk by local hunters.  This is the best and most logical plan of action that will help the local elk 
herd, the landscape, and a few families will obtain sustainable organic protein. In this time of 'false 
news' and the total disregard for science, please don't ignore the science of wildlife management and 
ecology to succumb to emotion.  Do the right thing and act now to move and reduce the Rabbit 
Mountain elk herd.  Be good neighbors and help the local farming community which takes the brunt of 
the herd damage to their crops. Sincerely, Jerry Powell, M.Sc. Lyons Certified Ecologist Certified Wildlife 
Biologist 
 
 

 
Graham Bachmann 
graham.bachmann5@gmail.com 
2017-04-24 13:20:06 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the proposal to open a hunting season on this land. With the lack of natural predators, it is 
imparative to allow hunting pressure on this elk heard to keep vegetation,  healthy. 
 
 

 
Patrick Bachmann 
bachmann007@gmail.com 
2017-04-24 13:22:32 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The proposal for a managed elk hunt on Rabbit Mountain Open Space is a great way to manage these 
large ungulates.  Other open space areas such as Red Mountain Open Space in Larimer County and 
Centennial Cone Park in Jefferson County have had success implementing these limited hunts in 
conjunction with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and have achieved their land management goals by 
inducing natural migratory behavior as well as reducing and stabilizing elk and deer populations.  As 
local sentiment has not been supportive to similar efforts to establish a hunting season in other areas of 
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Boulder County in the past perhaps due to the unfounded, although real fear of the dangers associated 
with rifle hunting, this management plan could benefit from including an option to use "Primitive" 
weapons (ie archery and blackpowder) which my allay said fears and reduce local opposition. 
 
 

 
gwenn jensen 
websurfonly@aol.com 
2017-04-24 14:33:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
It is my opinion that culling the herd would be the most humane and inexpensive method and would 
have the least impact on people wanting to use the area because it would entail closing the park for the 
least amount of time. 
 
 

 
Nagam Gill 
nagam.gill@colorado.edu 
2017-04-24 14:44:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
DAU report, more research on migration corridors, what impacts did the 2005(Clear Creek E-38) and 
2007(St. Vrain E-9 plan) elk management plans have on this herd?, considering data from neighboring 
elk management plans what impact do you think this herd will have on neighboring regions? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Louis Beaupre 
louiebeaupre@gmail.com 
2017-04-24 15:44:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
Strongly support based upon the data, and the CPW's record/history of sound game-management 
practices. 
 
 

 
Rhonda Beaupre 
rhondabeaupre@gmail.com 
2017-04-24 15:58:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I think it is important for the ecosystem to manage herds in areas where there is overpopulation. I also 
trust CPW to manage populations and hunters. 
 
 

 
Chloe Beaupre 
chlobeau@yahoo.com 
2017-04-24 16:49:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is clearly the most practical solution. 
 
 

 
Scott Vinchattle 
scott.vinchattle@yahoo.com 
2017-04-25 08:37:54 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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I support the plan and I believe the elk will disperse after a few hunts on Rabbit Mountain. One way 
would be a DOW officer guide the hunt and take 3 hunters each hunt. That way there is control on the 
hunters and put the private land owners concerns to rest. 
 
 

 
Brad Klemoff 
bkklem@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 08:54:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Sean Metrick 
rideold@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 12:19:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I sent comments before the last public meeting and would like to reiterate my support for hunting as a 
management technique for this area of Boulder County Open Space.  We have study after study and 
example after example of the effectiveness of hunting as conservation and we would be foolish to 
ignore that information now.  I understand the reasons why some have expressed their opposition to 
using hunting as a management and conservation tool.  I know that we will not get to 100% agreement 
on this at any time.  I'm OK with that and I hope the final decision is made by people that acknowledge 
that.  Moving forward, hunting is a sound and supported decision. 
 
 

 
Evan Eschmeyer 
eeschmeyer@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 12:44:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
Allowing limited monitored hunting seems like the simplest most cost effective way to manage the 
situation.   With no other natural predators, numbers will continue to grow and become more 
destructive.   Birth control seems way to expensive and oddly invasive.   Sharp shooters would not have 
the same effective off pushing the animals out of the area and back into a more natural migration 
pattern.  Allowing hunters to  harvest local meat, reduce the damage to biodiversity, and encourage 
migration on and off the property seems to me the logical choice. 
 
 

 
Tom Lund 
thomasjlund@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 12:55:33 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe this is a sound plan to control the Elk population on Rabbit Mountain.  Culling through other 
means (i.e. contraceptives) are ineffective and costly.  The spike in elk numbers in this area has caused 
undue hardships on the environment and the surrounding communities and opening up controlled and 
planned hunting would allow for effective population control of these animals.  CPW has done an 
outstanding job of controlling and managing herds of all animals across Colorado through their hunting 
and licensing programs.  They have proven science to back up their analysis and conclusions for animal 
and herd control.  Sportsman do more for animal survival, sustainability, and control than any other 
program known to man.  Allowing tax paying Coloradan's to harvest Elk on Rabbit Mountain not only 
provides benefits to the local environment and communities, it allows Colorado tax payers to enjoy one 
of the finest, free ranging game meats available in the United States.  Closing down the Open Space for a 
limited time each week for a few months to allow other tax payers to enjoy this land, and hunt elk is a 
small price to pay for the benefit of this herd and the surrounding land and ecosystems.  If there is 
serious concern about safety, then control the hunt with buffer zones and perhaps CPW volunteers who 
monitor hunting zones and areas during the limited hunt season. 
 
 

 
Angele Luedtke 
angele.m@threejewels.net 
2017-04-25 13:23:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I grew up in an area where hunting is very prevalent.  I'm not opposed to hunting.  However, I am 
opposed to intermingling hunting with other recreational activities on open space.  The statement that 
the presence of the hunters will drive the Elk to relocate elsewhere is unsubstantiated rubbish.  There is 
a lot of lobbyist money backing the hunting industry.  If opened to hunting, it would set a precedence to 
open other areas to hunting or this area to more hunting.  I would support a better designed and more 
factually substantiated plan to cull the Elk herd. 
 
 

 
Laura Edwards 
laurajedwards1234@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 13:40:18 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As an equestrian, I like to ride my horse on nice trails here in Boulder County, so preserving access to the 
horse trails in Rabbit Mountain is important to me.  This is a great riding area with room for even more 
great trails.  I'm not against hunting, but closing this area for half of the year is excessive and not an 
option to even consider seriously.  Some kind of combination of a few weekends of open hunting, plus 
professional culling of the herd, would be a much preferable solution.  I appreciate that hunters provide 
revenue with their license purchases, but we might consider fees for other user groups, as well.  
Certainly, doing nothing with the elk is not a viable option, either, since they will likely destroy the 
habitat eventually with their numbers.  Thank you for work on our communities' behalf, but please 
implement a reasonable solution to this problem and do not give in to the interests of a single user 
group, i.e., the hunters. 
 
 

 
James Lass 
colotroy@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 14:06:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the public harvest program.  The current population explosion is not sustainable for the 
habitat.  This is obvious from the migrations to the adjacent farming land.  The numbers of elk crossing 
the county roads early in the morning is very dangerous for any commuters.  I'm seen multiple elk vs car 
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accidents on 87th across from the Oreo cattle ranch and personally almost hit elk twice and I know to 
look for them. 
 
 

 
Sandra Brandli 
middy93@yahoo.com 
2017-04-25 14:13:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I'm an equestrian and I want to see more trails, no hunting, no closures! 
 
 

 
Steven Watts 
stevew@bouldermountainbike.org 
2017-04-25 14:40:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
1) This should not create a precedent as the "go-to" process for dealing with over population if it should 
occur on other BCPOS properties. 2) The controlled hunt should be terminated as soon as the elk herd 
leaves the area or is reduced to a predetermined size. Leave no room for conjecture in regards to when 
the controlled hunt will cease and the public allowed back on the property. 3) The hunt days/times 
should be limited so that recreational activities can take place during traditional high use times, namely 
weekends should be reserved for passive recreational activities. 4) BCPOS should approve an extensive 
trail system at Rabbit Mountain that takes into account flora and fauna protection which would keep the 
herds from establishing future year-round presence. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
DE Bartlett 
davidebartlett@me.com 
2017-04-25 14:42:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 

124



What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting isn't the answer, but culling could be. Closing the park is also not the answer, despite that one 
group - the hunters - promote that.  The general objective should be to keep the park open to all at most 
all times. Then we can consider if it makes sense to restrict access at certain times for short periods to 
manage (e.g., cull) the elk population. This should serve most or all constituencies that enjoy the park 
and trails. Thank you. 
 
 

 
Mary Bauman 
pinkroses18@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 17:17:24 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
CPW's scientific credibility has recently come under scrutiny. Their plan to kill mountain lions and bears 
has been loudly opposed by three CSU biology professors. We need unbiased experts to weigh in on the 
CPW plan to kill elk on Open Space. Unbiased, credible experts opinions are needed before there should 
be any killing of elk on Open Space. 
 
 

 
Cindy Bauman, DVM 
foothillsanimalclinic@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 18:39:11 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a veterinarian who practiced  in Boulder County for over thirty years.    I also have a degree in 
zoology from Colorado State University.   I live 15 minutes from the rabbit mountain open space near 
Longmont Colorado.    Like many other people I live in Colorado because I love the environment and 
wildlife here.   To be able to observe and study this population of elk is a wonderful thing.  These elk live 
on open space which I was led to believe is what open space is for.    To allow hunters to slaughter these 
elk just because there are too many of them is a ridiculous solution to the problem. Many of these elk 
have collars around there  necks, so they have obviously been captured in the past. There are certainly 
birth-control methods that can be used in elk upon their capture and subsequent release.   For many 
years I ran a capture and release sterilization program for feral cats. These cats did not need to be killed 
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just because there were too many of them. They just needed to stop reproducing. Surely  the same 
could be said for this elk population.  Please choose life over death for these magnificent elk! 
 
 

 
Sue Wright 
skwboulder@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 19:27:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Instead of killing the elk why don't you try birth control of some sort?  Animals are the only thing that 
are true and real, people screw everything up, including killing animals that deserve to live. 
 
 

 
Jane Zander 
janezander@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 19:53:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Bob Epstein 
Bob@pangal.com 
2017-04-25 20:08:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Margaret Van Cleave 
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mvclupine@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 20:23:11 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I do not support the killing of elk in this area.  It is not necessary and it  is very inappropriate to kill these 
animals in this area so close to humans.  Please do not continue to approve this hunting! 
 
 

 
Jacqueline Buckner 
jackie@hempirefarm.com 
2017-04-25 20:54:42 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I will only support this plan if the population is controlled through means that don't include hunting and 
killing these tame elk. Populations have been successfully controlled elsewhere by using elk birth 
control. Open Space should not encourage nor allow hunting of any kind. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Frank Crawford 
lagatacreations@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 21:07:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There's no reason to slaughter these elk . It could also endanger the livestock in the area.  BAD IDEA 
 
 

 
Ben Hochberg 
2bassmasters@comcast.net 
2017-04-25 21:52:41 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Sandy Calvin 
seablissful@gmail.com 
2017-04-25 23:00:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Sunny Gilbert 
sunny.gilbert@comcast.net 
2017-04-26 08:14:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Tom Gross 
dayglopirate@hotmail.com 
2017-04-26 08:21:22 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Art Paolini 
artpaolini@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 09:20:09 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Allowing public hunting on Open Space sets a bad precedent; I support culling of the herd with 
controlled sharpshooters for a brief period of time when Rabbit Mountain is closed to public use. A 
public hunting season, three days a week for months of the year, effectively closes the open space to 
the non-hunting public. If two permits per week are given, the nature of the area and the herd would 
probably allow successful harvesting within hours; there is no need to open the area for three days per 
week. I understand the desire to try to get the elk herd to resume migratory patterns, and a long 
hunting season is more likely to do this, but it could be tried for years without ultimate success, while 
closing off Rabbit Mountain to the great majority of users for long periods of time. A compromise of 
aggressive culling by government sharpshooters will be an immediate solution to the problem. This 
should be attempted before instituting such a long-range, impactful plan as open hunting season. 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Todd Klimkowsky 
Wingnutapex@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 10:35:10 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Control the elk population and provide benefits back to the people. 
 
 

 
Courtney McVean 
crmcvean007@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 10:41:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
I do not support the proposed Public Harvest Program that would result in killing over 200 elk on 
Boulder County Open Space. First, and most importantly, the plan does not even address the possibility 
of introducing natural predators to the area, or, in the alternative, allowing natural predators to thrive 
(rather than issuing licenses to kill them) in order to promote migration. Second, a combination of both 
hazing and fencing (along with natural predators) should be tried before any lethal population 
management. Hunting is just a means to quickly thin the herd for the lowest cost possible. It is 
inhumane and unethical. Third, there has been very little public outreach regarding this plan. If this plan 
is approved, it will be the beginning of the end of Boulder County Open Space as we know it as this 
approach will likely spread to other open space areas. Fourth, it is clear that hunting is not an effective 
deterrent if the elk continue to return to private lands where they can already be legally hunted. Fifth, I 
see no reason why landowners cannot take some responsibility and learn to live alongside wildlife, 
including elk, rather than simply looking for ways to get rid of wildlife that deserves to be there as much 
as they do (if not more). Sixth, the plan offers almost no explanation as to why translocation is not a 
viable option. It is possible to use a combination of all nonlethal methods rather than simply 
slaughtering a majority of the herd. 
 
 

 
Chris Morrison 
chris-morrison@comcast.net 
2017-04-26 13:34:03 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
(1) Allow public access to more of Rabbit Mountain and Indian Mountain and build additional trails into 
areas that are currently refuges for elk. Per the Draft Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan 2017-2027, 
hazing by BCPOS staff was temporarily effective:  - “Hazing of elk can cause elk to move at least 
temporarily …” - “The elk always chose to move away from the staff, be they one or many. In nearly all 
cases elk ran away as a large group.” - “No noisemakers, dogs, horses, cracker shells, gun shots, etc. 
were required to make the elk move.” Opening areas to the public will prompt the elk to move, without 
requiring BCPOS staff time to haze them.  Building additional trails and opening more areas to public 
access was never discussed in the proposal, but it would make Rabbit Mtn. less of an undisturbed refuge 
to elk.  The area in the southern end of Rabbit Mtn. that is outside the trail network is the core area 
impacted by the elk.  Establishing trailheads and trails on the south and east sides of the property would 
help people access Rabbit Mountain, after the seasonal wildlife closure is lifted.  Establishing a trail 
network on Indian Mountain would open another undisturbed refuge for the elk.  (2) Duration of the 
time hunting is allowed on Rabbit Mountain. The proposal is for hunting from August 15th through 
January 31st.  This is five and a half months or almost half of the year.  If Rabbit Mtn. Open Space is 
closed to access for this entire time, this is an unreasonable restriction on public access.   I support Steve 
Watts proposal to terminate the controlled hunt “as soon as the elk herd leaves the area or is reduced 
to a predetermined size.” 
 
Additional comments: 
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(1) In the Draft Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan, it is not stated whether Rabbit Mountain would 
be closed to the public during the time it is open for hunting.  Closing Rabbit Mountain for half of the 
year is unreasonable  (2) This proposal seems to have been primarily written by the Division of Wildlife, 
with some input from Boulder County Parks and Open Space.  It does not balance the need for public 
access with the need to control elk overpopulation. 
 
 

 
Bobbie Stadler 
bmstadler@hughes.net 
2017-04-26 14:20:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Against hunting on this Open Space property 
 
 

 
Frank Schaller 
wiggettct@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 14:28:20 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 

 
Nancy Fenno 
cnfenno@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 21:33:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Cliff Fenno 
clifffenno@gmail.com 
2017-04-26 21:34:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Rabbit Mountain Elk & Vegetation Management Plan 
Revised Plan Comments 

 
 
Kirk Cunningham 
977 7th St  
Boulder, Colorado 80302  
KMCunnin@juno.com 
2017-05-18 15:07:30 
 
Comments 
Regarding this revised plan, I can understand the rationale better and I think the plan is basically OK, but 
I still have the following questions/comments that I don't think were addressed: 1. There needs to be 
adequate signage for Rabbit Mountain recreational visitors regarding hunting access and activity at the 
intersection of Highway 66 and the Rabbit Mountain road. If people travel that road and find out at the 
trailhead that hunting is occurring, they might be tempted to access the area anyway. 2. It is not clear 
how many licences would be granted to or available to surrounding land owners and what effect those 
licences might have on herd numbers. Hard to imagine that they would look a "gift elk" in the mouth 
either for their own consumption or for allowing hunters to hunt on their property! 3. "Edible parts are 
taken away" - could not inedible parts pose an esthetic nuisance problem to the visiting public or as 
attractants to scavenging animals like bears. I know inedible parts are sometimes a nuisance to property 
owners in the mountains after hunting season. 
 
 

 
Jordan Humphreys 
1565 Main Street  
Louisville, Colorado 80027  
jorjenzak@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 15:24:35 
 
Comments 
I am writing to express my interest and support of the proposal to open up hunting to control the elk 
population on the Rabbit Mountain Public Lands.  Hunting is a proven effective method to safely control 
animal population through conservation.  It is humane, ethical, and a responsible expansion of public 
resources for Boulder County and its citizens. 
 
 

 
Robert Winn 
1149 East 18th Street  
Rifle, CO 81650  
rwinn@garfieldre2.net 
2017-05-18 15:26:56 
 
Comments 
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I still strongly support hunting as a primary method for controlling the damage done by excessively high 
and nonmigratory elk numbers. Hunting is a safe, and effective method for managing animal numbers. It 
is also the most economical and cost effective method.  Elk are a local, naturally renewable, free range, 
100 percent organic, hormone free protein source. They are a huge asset to our state and to people who 
prefer to eat meat that is achieved in a sustainable manner.  I also strongly oppose any attempts to use 
drugs on these incredible animals. Sorry but there is no way you can guarantee that a hormone treated 
elk will not end up on the dinner plate of a family. As such it is irresponsible and dangerous to consider 
birth control treatments. After all the reason to eat elk meat is as stated above.      Also birth control is 
inhumane. It creates changes inside the animal itself. Changes that go against the very nature of wild 
animals. It is sad that any would support the wide use of hormones to prevent pregnancy on a wild 
animal who is genetically programmed to reproduce.  Snipers and sharp shooters do exactly the same 
the thing as hunters. They however cost significant amounts of money, where as hunters will actually 
pay money. If anything this is a great opportunity for Boulder County to increase revenue and use that 
revenue to further improve access for all users. 
 
 

 
Chet Cotten 
224 Homestead Parkway  
Longmont, Colorado 80504  
chet_cotten@hotmail.com 
2017-05-18 15:28:31 
 
Comments 
I strongly support the revised plan and commend Boulder County Parks and Open Space for turning to 
hunting by the public as the preferred means of controlling the Rabbit Mountain elk population, as 
opposed to the other potential solutions discussed. 
 
 

 
Aaron Smith 
5945 Yellowtail St  
Timnath, CO 80547  
asmithpro@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 15:41:51 
 
Comments 
I strongly support the revised plan to allow hunting to be the primary method of wildlife management in 
this open space as per our state statues. This will support the requirement of the open space as well as 
help mitigate any added financial burdens to the county and state. Very solid plan. Thank you! 
 
 

 
William Hergenrader 
4759 south swadley street  
Morrison, Colorado 80465  
willhergenrader@gmail.com 
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2017-05-18 15:48:07 
 
Comments 
I strongly support the revised plan to use hunting as the preferred method to reduce the elk population 
on rabbit mountain, it makes a lot more sense to use a proven method with minimal cost to the state . 
 
 

 
Don Ward 
1570 Box Prairies Circle  
Loveland, CO 80538  
don@greybullprecision.com 
2017-05-18 15:50:07 
 
Comments 
The revised plan explains in further detail why the preferred option is the correct one.  Limited and 
controlled hunting is a win for all.  The elk herd is healthier, the open space habitat is healthier, 
participating citizens get to access their wildlife resource, Open Space users get to experience a 
sustainable balanced area for years to come and CPW/BCOS tackles this problem with the lowest cost 
and only proven and  effective solution.  Thank you for a solid, well explained and common sense 
proposal.  I fully support it. 
 
 

 
Alex Turner 
4151 indian creek road  
loveland, co 80538  
alex.adventure.turner@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 16:48:38 
 
Comments 
Like many, I strongly support the revised plan and thank Boulder County Parks and Open Space for 
utilizing hunting by the public as the preferred means of controlling the Rabbit Mountain elk population.  
You have my support! 
 
 

 
Matt Bassman 
9590 Flower St.  
Westminster, Colorado 80021  
matt.bassman@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 17:00:27 
 
Comments 
I am writing to express my full support of the Rabbit Mountain elk management plan. This plan allows 
for the successful management of our natural resources (both animal and habitat) and is in line with the 
North American Model of Wildlife Management. This seems to be the most cost effective means to 
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resolve the ongoing habitat damage at Rabbit Mountain Open Space. It will allow all users to experience 
a balanced, healthy and sustainable ecosystem for years to come. 
 
 

 
jeffrey wolcott 
3752 lakebriar  
boulder, CO 80304  
jeffswine@charter.net 
2017-05-18 17:20:19 
 
Comments 
An archery hunt would quietly solve the problem at almost no cost. 
 
 

 
Chad Ford 
8634 Maplewood dr  
Highlands ranch, CO 80126  
chadmford@comcast.net 
2017-05-18 19:11:34 
 
Comments 
I'm in support of limited elk hunting on rabbit mountain. It is the most cost effective control and also 
provides recreation and food as a renewable resource.  If they are hunted the elk will seek refuge and 
utilize other land available and not devastate the rabbit mountain area. 
 
 

 
Edward Arling 
PO Box 1536 601 1/2 Indian Lookout Road 
Lyons, Colorrado 80540  
edward.arling@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 19:38:56 
 
Comments 
I support the revised plan. I live in the area and would like an opportunity to help cull the herd.  I would 
like to know how to apply to be part of the pool of hunters to be selected. There has been little shared 
on this topic.   The rapid increase in elk population is not sustainable for the populated area in which the 
elk have now habituated. The damage to local property and the environment is unsustainable and not 
natural. Unfortunately, the elk find themselves in an area no longer able to support them.  Yes, I support 
the plan, and would like to be part of it. If you could keep me on a list of interested hunters, I would 
appreciate it.  Thank you and good luck with the plan,  Ed Arling  PS - I entered by PO Box, as I do not get 
mail delivered to my residence. 
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Steve Hilde 
TBD County Road 4  
Berthoud, CO 80XXX  
arrowhd@comcast.net 
2017-05-18 19:53:24 
 
Comments 
I own 545 on the north abutment of Rabbit Mountain in Larimer county.   Please do not lose sight of 
your primary objectives, moving elk, reducing the herd, and protecting habitat.  I support public hunting.  
I do not support culling, it is costly, demeaning, demoralizing, and flat out slaughter of elk.  I do not 
support birth control. 
 
 

 
Dennis Doerr 
9800 Gilpin St  
Thornton, Colorado 80229  
traditionaldoerr@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 20:02:52 
 
Comments 
Hello,  I believe the best and most sound way to manage the growing elk problem is through hunting, 
and hazing outside of the scheduled hunting season. Many attempts have been made through out the 
United States to try and control populations by reproductive oppression, this has never worked for any 
length of time, you can not stop nature from doing what it was designed to do, reproduce. Culling is an 
expensive and wasteful way of thinning populations, and it never benefits the local economy like 
hunting does. Allowing hunting is the most sound and logical method for both people, elk and the 
environment.   Sincerely, Dennis Doerr 
 
 

 
greg lowell 
411 raymond court  
Lyons, CO 80540  
lowellgregory@gmail.com 
2017-05-18 20:48:02 
 
Comments 
I support the limited public hunt concept. As I see it, the explosion and non-migratory pattern of the 
Rabbit Mountain elk herd is partially due to the protection offered by the open space. We have created 
a refuge for the elk that has resulted in deleterious effects for native flora and damage to agricultural 
land. In particular the area that is most impacted by the overpopulation of elk is the southern end of the 
open space - the area that is closed seasonally because of the golden eagle site. It makes no sense to 
continue to seasonally close this area as it becomes a refuge for the elk. This area in particular must also 
be open to hunting in order to have the desired effect on the herd.   Personally, I find the whole exercise 
of revising the original plan to be ridiculous. Boulder County officials should have faith in the science of 
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wildlife management and listen to the professionals and not the naysayers for whom the concept of 
hunting is anathema and who have no concept of proper management. 
 
 

 
ryan chilvers 
11437 depew way  
westminster, Colorado 80020  
ryanchilvers@yahoo.com 
2017-05-18 21:18:25 
 
Comments 
Please allow hunting on the property.   It is a proven and sound method to manage a population.   It also 
is not cost prohibitive.   Thanks 
 
 

 
Scott Edwards 
2440 Maplewood Circle  
Longmont, co 80503  
Skdedwards@hotmail.com 
2017-05-18 22:19:21 
 
Comments 
I have attended each of the meetings and have been a user of the Rabbit mountain open space for 
decades. I have also hunted on private land around the area for a number of years. Nearly 10 years ago 
the elk heard in the area used to follow a bit more normal movement on and off the open space land. By 
normal I mean they were not as skidish and you could occasionally catch one on a local ranch after dawn 
or before dusk during the hunting season. My recent observations have been the elk move on and off 
the open space during 0-Dark Thirty, except for select locations they have been conditioned to recognize 
as safe ground.  I have been attending the open space meetings and reviewing your management plans. 
I support your the manner in which you have taken public comment into consideration, your survey 
questions and the manner in which you have presented your results. I also believe it is evident you have 
done an efficient job of building on the experiences of other communities that have been challenged 
with a similar issue. You have utilized their lesson learned and applied them in a reasonable manner. 
From my perspective it is clear we the stewards of the resources in our community need to act to ensure 
the elk population is held in check. With that said, as a tax payer in Boulder County, I will ask that you 
take what in my view is clearly the most effective use of our dollars; partner with the DOW and allow 
those with the ability and right to hunt manage the herd. Your plan is controlled, focused, mindful of the 
dollars spent, and creates a cooperative effort among the vast majority of the community. I strongly feel 
the we have spent enough time and funds analyzing the options and issues of the community. I support 
your decision and encourage you to make it in the very near future. Thank you. 
 
 

 
Bob Gault 
3854 Collins St.  
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Castle Rock, Colo 80108  
rgault.gault77@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 06:49:19 
 
Comments 
I agree with the staff's assessment that "the most appropriate method to achieve this goal is by allowing 
limited hunting on county-owned Rabbit Mountain Open Space as part of the state’s existing sub unit 
surrounding the open space property during the state’s regulated hunting season".   As a long time 
Colorado bowhunter, I can say that there are many experienced  and capable bowhunters who would 
work with the appropriate personnel to reduce herd numbers in an safe and ethical way.    Bob Gault 
 
 

 
dan harris 
302 sandler drive  
lafayette, co 80026  
droberth@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 07:55:56 
 
Comments 
I would like to voice my support for allowng a hunting season on this land and defiantely, adamantly 
oppose culling or any efforts and trying to use sterilization on the animals. Culling is pure, unadulterated 
waste. A single elk can provide enough free range, organic meat for a family of four for an entire year. 
Culling simply murders the animal and tosses the carcass in the trash to rot, whle people go hungry. 
Fertilization efforts are exteremly costly, and wont work because the animals will still be there, and it 
wont make them return to their migratory patterns. Allowing hunting, in a limited controled manner, is 
the best solution to this problem. I would put forth that the county should  allow archery hunting on 
several other parcels s well, but thats a different topic. Thanks, dan 
 
 

 
Kent Ingram 
1 Red Birch  
Littleton, CO 80127  
kdllingram@centurylink.net 
2017-05-19 08:20:08 
 
Comments 
The elk management plan for Rabbit Mountain should now include a managed hunt plan.  The problem 
itself comes from a failure to manage elk responsibly by Boulder County policy of previously excluding 
hunting as a necessary tool for managing, funding, and providing public recreation. Hunting is 
conservation in Colorado and America.   Let me diverge a minute to make the point as I did in testimony 
recently at BCOS Committee that culling is 100% eggregous, costly, sharpshooters, no public benefit, and 
disrespectful to the very resource (elk) involved.  Culling is BAD NEWS!     Please do not declare war on 
the elk by adopting culling, something Colorado has never done before except for Rocky Mountain 
National Park, which by federal (not state of county) policy precludes public hunting.   Please do not go 
down the path of culling.  This is not war on wildlife, which is exactly what culling is.     The objective in a 
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managed hunt set forth by the experts in wildlife, our Colorado Parks and Wildlife Officers, is to have 
limited structured hunting set forth over a continuous period of months to not only reduce the herd, but 
even much more so to change the behavior of this large elk herd.  Hunting elk results in elk movement, 
something hunters all learn in elk hunting, and the intended message to the elk is we want them to 
move westerly towards public lands.  The elk will move with sustained hunting pressure, and yet in the 
model of adaptive management just where in stages, and how far ultimately the elk move is again a 
question needing answers that only the experts in wildlife management can lend their perspectives. The 
longer term objective is to have the elk move seasonally like most elk do between summer and winter 
ranges. Again.. the problem is Boulder County past policy where Rabbit Mountain has unfortunately 
been allowed to allow this burgeoning elk herd with to decimate the ecosystem, and result in public 
harm in terms of crop damage, which sportsmen not Boulder County pays for.     Now a comment on 
pasty hunting in this designated Hunt Code with in Game Management 20.   The only hunting previously 
allowed has been from private properties outside Rabbit Mountain Open Space.  Elk naturally are 
nocturnal in movement, especially during hunting seasons.  These elk move out and back in largely in 
the darkness, except for a few that have mad home base within the corn, essentially living in the cover 
of tall corn and food at hand.   Because the elk are largely not hanging around on private property, the 
hunters success in recent years has been minimal.   One rancher there says the only time elk stay around 
is when fog and snow come to factor in.  Therefore, in order to accomplish reasonable success in 
reducing and especially moving the elk from Rabbit Mountain, the hunt pressure needs come from 
Rabbit Mountain, and more exactly from the bottom, South and Easterly sides, so the elk don't move 
and further harbor East instead of West.   I shared this hunter perspective with Janet George of CP&W.     
Lastly, what we now have is a major crisis in wildlife and natural resource management.  350-500 elk on 
this Open Space is DISASTER.  The result is very unfortunate for the elk which all love, including us 
hunters, and especially Boulder County.    The experts again in wildlife management conclusively agree 
birth control does not work for a herd of 350-500 elk, nor does hazing.     Hunting with the public 
involved, paying in, with hunt management (most hunts elsewhere in Colorado are not managed except 
by the hunters) would be the best solution for the elk and the public.    Do not declare war on these elk 
by adopting culling, that would be your worst decision.  Hunting will work better than anything else.  
Kent Ingram President and Board Chair, Colorado Wildlife Federation Current Sportsmen's Roundtable 
Delegate for NE Region to Colorado Parks and Wildlife Past Recipient of William Funk Award for Building 
Community, Colorado Non Profit Association (1993) Past Member of Executive Committee to Front 
Range Recreational Shooting Initiative (2007-2011) Past Co-Chair to Sportsmen's Advisory Group (2005-
2007) Past Sportsmen's Representative to Big Game License Allocation Working Group (2005) 
 
 

 
Tavis Rogers 
23545 Willow Island Trail  
Oak Creek, Colorado 80467  
tavisrogers@msn.com 
2017-05-19 08:45:59 
 
Comments 
I am writing in support of the above plan to allow limited hunting on county-owned Rabbit Mountain 
Open Space as part of the state's existing subunit during the state's regulated hunting season.  Limited 
hunting should prove very effective to re-establish the seasonal migration of this elk herd and allow the 
native plants and ecosystem to recover.   I am against the option of culling as that method of population 
control will cost the County to implement and is simply a demoralizing slaughter of animals.  The option 
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of licensed hunters can reduce the population as well as provide funding and resources to implement 
strategic fencing and other methods to minimize damage due to overpopulation of elk in this area. 
 
 

 
Vince Grow 
6651 Saint Vrain rd.  
Longmont, Co 80503  
FinsanFeathers@yahoo.com 
2017-05-19 08:48:11 
 
Comments 
Please do not spend our tax dollars on culling with sharp-shooters. The $300 - $500 estimate from the 
out of state White Buffalo business does not reflect the significant amount of staff hours it would 
require to retrieve, field dress, and transport the meat to its final destination. Total cost would likely 
approach the $4700 per elk that RMNP incurred ( all tax payer dollars ). With controlled public hunting 
used as the solution, money for the sale of licenses would be coming into Boulder County, not going out. 
 
 

 
Scott Vinchattle 
15975 County Road 5  
Longmont, Colorado 80504  
scott.vinchattle@yahoo.com 
2017-05-19 08:58:51 
 
Comments 
This is the most fiscally and responsible plan available. Thank you for all the hard work and research that 
went into this plan. I do have a couple of questions. When and how will we be able to apply for the tags 
and what will be the notification process?    Thank you Again 
 
 

 
Sharon Carpenter 
3080 South Buttercup Circle  
Erie, CO 80516  
sharon2178@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 10:09:06 
 
Comments 
Culling is a waste of a natural resource.  It also is very costly as seen by RMNP.   Limited hunting provides 
food and helps the environment the natural way.  It also saves state monies and county has additional 
funds to spend on parks and open spaces.  Colorado has a history of being pro hunting.  Let's continue 
that tradition for those who follow that path. 
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Erica Cooper 
8470 Stirrup Lane  
Longmont, CO 80503  
emcooper8@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 14:44:53 
 
Comments 
As a botanist and ecologist, I support the active management of elk at Rabbit Mountain through a culling 
process. As a user of the park and an adopt-a-trail volunteer, I would prefer if the culling was done by 
trained staff (CPW, BCPOS, Sherriff's office, etc) rather than any hunter with a permit, to add just one 
extra layer of control and protection during this controversial process. I would also like hunting times 
HIGHLY publicized, posted at the trailhead as well as every other normal news/media/social media 
outlet. I have small children and a large dog and I DO NOT want to be anywhere near that property 
during hunting. I feel the same way about any other property I hike at. Perhaps even close the property 
when hunting is occurring.  Thank you for considering public comment, -Erica Cooper 
 
 

 
Gary Steube 
8088 Hygiene Road  
Longmont, CO 80503  
garysteube@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 15:56:09 
 
Comments 
I strongly support the concept of a public elk hunt on the Rabbit Mountain Open Space.  Please proceed 
quickly so that the hunt can occur during the 2017 season. 
 
 

 
Randy Cantu 
7911 Countryside Drive Suite 136 
Niwot, CO 80503  
randycantu@gmail.com 
2017-05-19 21:56:23 
 
Comments 
When I first moved to the Boulder area, Rabbit Mountain was the first solo hike I took on Open Space 
lands; so it holds a special place in my heart.  I understand the concern about the expanding elk herd 
population in the area, but I sincerely hope that the governing authorities realize that enacting a hunting 
provision for herd control is not a logical way to treat this resource.  Rabbit Mountain has a very limited 
trail system, considering the size and layout of the property.  It is only logical that expanding this trail 
system will serve a couple of purposes.  First, it will fulfill the mission of these lands by making them a 
more dynamic resource for outdoor activities by the community.  Unlike other over-used areas close to 
the Boulder population center, such as Chatauqua, Mt. Sanitas, and the urban-adjacent foothills 
corridor, Rabbit Mountain is primed for trail expansion.  Limiting public access with periodic and lengthy 
closures would do more harm than good.  The other effect of expanding the trail system, and hence the 
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public presence on the lands, would be the natural process of disrupting the elk herd's sense of place 
and safety.  The presence of human foot traffic would, over time, condition the herd to migrate to less 
impacted areas further back in the back-country, away from these impacted lands.  Please consider 
something like this, even if its just for a trial season or two, to gauge its effectiveness and potential, 
before enacting a hunt and kill philosophy.  You are representing Boulder, and Boulder is a brand that 
would not fit well with restricting access to public open space so wildlife could be culled.  Take the high 
road on this one.    Thanks 
 
 

 
Carol Walker 
16500 Dakota Ridge Rd.  
Longmont, CO 80503  
cwlivingimages@gmail.com 
2017-05-20 08:28:40 
 
Comments 
There needs to be a plan developed thoughtfully not in a big rush that takes into account humane, long 
term management of the elk. I do not support hunting or culling and do not consider those a solution. If 
the elk are being blocked from going on their previous migratory path by increased hunting all around 
Rabbit Mountain, something needs to be done to manage their population there long term. And killing 
them is not the answer. Fencing needs to be put in to cut off their access to crops, the 5 strand Elk 
fencing that has been tested. And birth control needs to be given to the elk - a long term plan for 
managing their numbers needs to be developed either using CSU for a study or the Science and 
Cinservation Center in Montana. PZP has been shown to be effective for managing elk populations and 
should be used, or the new model for Gonacon that CSU is using. Grants can be applied for to supply 
funding. The elk population at Rabbit Mountain is not something that happened overnight, and neither 
is there a solution that should be arrived at overnight. I request that the Commisioners hear out the 
wildlife biologists and researchers before arriving at a decision. This will end up being an opportunity to 
set up a model for managing elk in Boulder Open Space and needs to be done right. Hunting and Culling 
are not the humane long term solution needed. 
 
 

 
Leslie Carrig 
7245 Coyote Trail  
Longmont, CO 80503  
lesliecarrig@gmail.com 
2017-05-20 08:33:08 
 
Comments 
The plan seems well thought out to me and hunting in the open space seems the most logical way to 
reduce the herd size and encourage the herd to migrate by eliminating this safe haven, without wasting 
resources. I do think that in addition to this the expansion of the trail system could also help to interrupt 
their comfort level in the future while giving the public access to more of the area. I'm not a hunter so I 
am no expert in this area but I would hope that in the future if the trails were expanded and hunting had 
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reduced the herd and reestablished migration, that the seasonal closure times could be reduced to a 
much short period. 
 
 

 
Tami Minamyer 
424 lakeshore Dr.  
Boulder, CO 80302  
ikikiktami@yahoo.com 
2017-05-20 08:39:23 
 
Comments 
Never hunting. It is ridiculous to keep the many people out of the area for so long just for a few others. 
The elk will migrate or be managed some other way. Never hunting as an answer. 
 
 

 
Ruby Bowman 
1512 Lefthand Drive  
Longmont, Colorado 80501  
rubala@indra.com 
2017-05-20 19:45:06 
 
Comments 
I read the Times Call article about Boulder County’s elk management plan at Rabbit Mountain open 
space.  Therese Glowacki of Boulder County Parks and Open Space was quoted as saying the people 
opposed to elk hunting management plan at Rabbit Mountain were not the majority and that 73% of 
people who submitted comments were in favor of the plan.  Could it be that the reason for this is that 
many people who submitted comments were from outside Boulder County?  During first round of public 
comments, the Park and Open Space department did not require the commenter to provide his or her 
address (at least there were no fields to provide address information), but only required an email 
address.  At the same time, on 3/29/2017 Colorado Parks and Wildlife posted a copy of the county 
notice regarding Rabbit Mountain Elk Management plan on its website, meaning hunters living outside 
of Boulder County probably submitted comments in favor of elk hunting at Rabbit Mountain.  It is 
possible that the 73% of people in favor of the elk hunting at Rabbit Mountain were from outside of 
Boulder County.  POSAC should look into this.  I am opposed to hunting as an elk management tool at 
Rabbit Mountain habitat conservation area.  Boulder County should instead convene a team of 
independent scientists and researchers to further investigate elk management at Rabbit Mountain.  The 
county elk management plan should meet the standard of “best available science.”   I don’t think the 
plan meets that high standard yet.    The county kills thousands upon thousands of prairie dogs each 
year on our open space properties.  Now the county wants to kill elk in a habitat conservation area.  
Soon our open space will also become fracking fields.  The future of our county open space program is 
bleak.  Please reject the current elk management plan.   CPW 3/29/2017 news release:  
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6082 
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Stephanie Wendorf 
14509 N 83rd st  
Longmont, CO 80503  
roanoakefarm@aol.com 
2017-05-21 12:47:21 
 
Comments 
As an avid equestrian and user of Rabbit Mountain Open Space, I would like to voice my full support for 
the revised Rabbit Mountain elk and vegetation management plan.   I am a land owner and I run an 
equestrian business on the east side of Rabbit Mountain. I can attest firsthand to the physical damages 
and financial burdens that this elk herd causes, especially with the exponential herd growth over recent 
years.  While I understand the potential inconvenience of losing a few days of access to the open space I 
love may not be ideal, I feel that is a very small price to pay to allow for responsible management of our 
shared natural resources.    I believe that the county has a responsibility to manage this elk herd in a 
professional and responsible manner, not only for the welfare of the environment on Rabbit Mountain 
open space, and the elk themselves, but to surrounding landowners as well.  After researching this issue 
in great depth, i concur with the comments previously provided by the Boulder County Nature 
Association.    I believe the revised management plan will fulfill boulder county's responsibilities in a 
sound and cost effective manner, and I encourage the POSAC board and county commissioners to 
approve this plan.   Thank you 
 
 

 
David Dalton 
536 East 16th Ave  
Longmont, Co 80504  
ddalton536@gmail.com 
2017-05-22 07:11:55 
 
Comments 
As a frequent user of Rabbit Mountain, I am in  full support of the plan to allow hunting to reduce the 
number of elk that reside permantly on Rabbit Mountain. Boulder County Parks department have done 
their homework well. This is the only viable solution to address this issue in a humane fashion that does 
violate state law (as culling would).  Please keep us advised on the progress of this effort. 
 
 

 
Linda Marshall 
1339 Mountain Pines Road  
Boulder, Colorado 80302  
jwlsystyr@aol.com 
2017-05-22 10:17:18 
 
Comments 
We have no objection to hunting/harvesting the elk at Rabbit Mountain or anywhere else if needed. 
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andrew couch 
3723 florentine dr  
longmont, co 80503  
andrew.couch@comcast.net 
2017-05-22 11:22:15 
 
Comments 
Seems like the easiest way to get the herd mobile again.  I like the idea of extending the season until the 
end of January as the hunting season. If the growth of the herd is being fueled by migratory elk that stick 
around, this should impress upon the elk that migrate downslope in winter that this is no safe haven. 
 
 

 
Bruce McDowell 
115 17th Avenue  
Longmont, Colorado 80501-2804  
bruce5mcdowell@gmail.com 
2017-05-22 12:43:33 
 
Comments 
I am totally in favor of the revised plan. I was totally in favor of the original plan. It seems to me that the 
options have been thoroughly examined and after taking all elements into consideration, including 
environmental, economic, and financial, hunting is an excellent option.  I also believe the Division of 
Wildlife is best equipped to administer and manage the hunting process.  I also strongly believe that if 
hunting is not allowed, the Division of Wildlife should not continue to incur the financial burden of 
damages inflicted by the elk herd.   It seems to me that hunting, via the license fees, is less of a financial 
cost than fertility efforts, culling by professional shooters, or transplanting. All efforts, other than 
hunting, incur significant expenses....hunting may not be profitable but it is less of a financial outlay for 
any and all departments concerned. It also, depending upon how many licenses are issued, and where 
hunters are coming from, a small boost to parts of the economy.   And, like it or not, when it really 
comes down to it, it is about money..noble causes are wonderful but they have to be paid for somehow. 
Whether it is using methods other than hunting to manage the herd, paying for damages caused by the 
elk herd, or repairing the environmental damage caused by overpopulation...it comes down to the 
finances.  So, for once in Boulder County, I would hope rationality does not give in to the usual 
emotional hysteria.....having lived in Boulder County since 1954, I know that is hoping for a lot. 
 
 

 
Kitty Brigham 
1004 Plateau Rd  
Longmont, Colorado 890504  
brighamk@peak.org 
2017-05-22 13:04:48 
 
Comments 
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No to elk hunting at Rabbit Mountain.  The county should pioneer non-lethal methods of managing elk.  
Neither does majority opinion equal wisdom or justice.  Kitty Brigham  President, Boulder Rights of 
Nature (300 members)   Establishing legal rights for naturally functioning ecosystems and native species. 
 
 

 
Steven Marshall 
1339 Mountain Pines Road  
Boulder, Colorado 80302  
samarshall1886@gmail.com 
2017-05-22 17:04:53 
 
Comments 
I support the proposed elk hunt at Rabbit Mountain during the regular Elk Season.  I hunt and really 
enjoy Elk meat.  I would like to be a part of the hunt, and be able to benefit from the great Elk meat. 
 
 

 
Will Towle 
711 Gregory Rd  
Fort Collins, CO Fort Collins  
wbtowle@gmail.com 
2017-05-23 06:16:40 
 
Comments 
I strongly support hunting as the best option to manage this elk herd for the overall health of the entire 
property at Rabbit Mountain.  I hope the public can put their emotions aside and allow the experts at 
BCPOS/CPW carry out their plan to manage the public resource. 
 
 

 
Chris Boardman 
1512 Lefthand Drive  
Longmont, CO 80501  
yardbird@indra.com 
2017-05-23 13:11:12 
 
Comments 
Please eliminate elk hunting from the Rabbit Mountain Elk and Vegetation Management Plan. 
 
 

 
anitaa moss 
122 Old Post Office rd  
Boulder, CO 80302  
akmoss50@gmail.com 
2017-05-23 13:38:37 
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Comments 
Revised plan still a plan devised by one agency that is funded primarily from the sale of hunting licenses.  
CPW is currently being sued .for another of their management plans. CSU Professor of biology has called 
it NOT SCIENTIFCAJUSTIFIED..    An unbiased researcher need to look at the CPW plan. It makes no sense 
and is governmental malpractice to accept this CPW plan.    This plan violate Open Space rules not to kill 
on open space.   All this is a betrayal of the public trust. Nobody would have voted for continued tax to 
support Open Space if this plan had been revealed.  CPW knew they wanted to do this back in 2013. 
Email communication shows hunters weighing in and excited for the kill plan on Rabbit Mountain.  
Shame on anyone who votes for this plan without unbiased, scientific support from others. 
 
 

 
Hank Shaw 
1112 W Enclave Cir  
Louisville, CO 80027  
1hankshaw@gmail.com 
2017-05-23 14:01:06 
 
Comments 
I fully support the BCPOS plan for Rabbit Mountain!  This is a sound plan that will help to reduce the 
herd and encourage seasonal migration of the elk to save the ecosystem.  I would only change the 
hunting days to five weekdays per week.  As a long time resident of Boulder County, I have always 
supported increased open space as well as the tax base to support that open space.  A Boulder County 
acquires more mountainous areas it is imperative that the BCPOS be able to manage these areas 
through all means at their disposal in a timely basis. 
 
 

 
Dave stone 
2224 Stuart Street  
Longmont, Colorado 80501  
stoneman2260@gmail.com 
2017-05-23 15:06:19 
 
Comments 
With the continued increase in game damage to the habitat and neighboring private lands, I am in 
support of a Management Plan that will address this concern.   If left alone this issue will continue to 
grow and create more concerns on how to get it under control. If a sound management plan 
implemented now, we can assess the effectiveness and determine if more or less management is 
necessary.  I believe limited hunting, preferably archery hunting would be the best solution and result in 
decreased herd numbers, limited impact to the community, net income for the Parks and Wildlife.  
Please do not entertain a sharpshooter approach, this is a loose loose for everyone involved.   This is a 
limited hunting solution.  Preferably a type b or c archery license for cow only.  Thank you, Dave Stone 
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Cindy Bauman, DVM 
2201 Tulip Street  
Longmont, Colorado 80501  
foothillsanimalclinic@comcast.net 
2017-05-23 17:08:00 
 
Comments 
This is a loud   NO  vote to the killing of elk on rabbit mountain open space.    Humane non-lethal 
methods can and must be used to control this elk population.    There are birth-control methods 
available now to stop the reproduction of these elk.   Let's use them !! 
 
 

 
Dennis Greenfield 
1415 Gillaspie Dr  
Boulder, CO 80305  
greenfield-dennis@comcast.net 
2017-05-23 18:02:48 
 
Comments 
Based on my experience as someone who has grown up in Colorado from the eastern plains on a 
ranch/farm and to high school in Greeley; and as a graduate from CU Boulder with a degree in 
environmental conservation, I enter my opinion.  A hunting season seems to be the best solution to this 
issue of too many elk on The Rabbit. Totally for it and makes the best sense, cost-wise, and would be the 
most effective overall. At the meeting in April, most, especially folks living right near the area, were in 
favor of the hunting season. Seems to be the most expedient and cost effective solution. I and my 
spouse are affirmative. 
 
 

 
Mary Bauman 
2201 Tulip Street  
Longmont, CO 80501  
pinkroses18@comcast.net 
2017-05-23 19:08:43 
 
Comments 
Say no to any killing of the elk on Rabbit Mountain open space. This revised plan still focuses on killing 
elk without independent ecologists weighing in. It is bad science. Killing the elk is a betrayal of all that 
open space stands for. NO NO NO!!! 
 
 

 
Frank Crawford 
8393 Larkspur Road  
Boulder, CO 80302  
lagatacreations@gmail.com 
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2017-05-24 10:03:00 
 
Comments 
There should be no hunting allowed in that area. The alternative methods may be more difficult and 
costly, but they have succeeded in other areas. 
 
 

 
Dave Bishop 
2537 Franklin Ave  
Louisville, CO 80027  
Bishop_Dave@comcast.net 
2017-05-24 16:18:24 
 
Comments 
First off, I have read over many of the 40 some comments on LIMITED hunting on Rabbit Mountain.  I 
am pleased that the VAST majority, most of whom live in Boulder County, unlike others have suggested, 
are in favor of a well controlled limited hunt.  Some FACTUAL data for those who missed the open 
meeting in Longmont a couple months back; 1) Birth control is TOO LATE.  There are more than 330 Elk 
living in, and NOT MIGRATING out of the 5 to 7 square mile area that is primarily Rabbit Mountain; 2) 
Culling is a horrible and disgraceful way to manage this herd.  Several years ago, the Boulder County 
deer herd had to be COMPLETELY culled because they found CWD was rampant.  CWD occurs when 
deer nibble on food, often times food the Deer don't normally eat, and CWD is then spread by saliva.  
Sorry, I don't want to see similar illness take out the ENTIRE Elk herd at Rabbit mountain.  At Longmont's 
first meeting, I used the Kaibab Deer herd (near Grand Canyon) as an example.  That herd had many 
similar problems with over-grazing.  Culling, Birth control, all other means were used.  Today that herd is 
much healthier, less prone to predatory animals, and have a great respect for humans, in other words 
don't hang out in places that leave them prone to illness because the habitat is unable to support the 
herd.  ALL the characteristics of the Rabbit Mountain Elk herd today.  I'm sorry, but to the 5 or 6 I read 
who were ABSOLUTLEY opposed to hunting, the Kaibab Deer herd is now BEST MANAGED by well 
controlled hunting practices.  And that will also come to fruition in the next 5 years up at Rabbit 
Mountain.  As far as the number of tags, last three years DOW allowed 100 Cow tags and 60 Bull tags for 
the special Hunt area of GMU 20. Success rate was WAY low. MAINLY because it was private land only, 
and NO hunting was allowed on Rabbit Mountain.  I can attest that more than once I watched a string of 
60, 70, 80 elk walking in single file up into Rabbit Montain.  That IS NOT a normal behavioral pattern for 
so many elk to string along like cattle.  More importantly, I saw sugggestions for a few of the 5 or 6 nay-
sayers to hunting, to use fencing.  I might suggest you take a drive into the area and see how many 
fences have been damaged or destroyed by 60, 70, 80 elk following along in single file. Managed hunt, 
well controlled IS THE BEST OPTION.  PERIOD !  MANY parts of the country have found that HUNTERS 
ARE THE BEST WAY to have wildlife stay in balance with what the habitat can support.  News facts folks, 
most hunters have GREAT RESPECT for the balance of wild animal to habitat ! 
 
 

 
Lou Dobbs 
5475 Ute Hwy  
Longmont, CO 80503  
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whitedovefarm@gmail.com 
2017-05-24 19:26:17 
 
Comments 
I live near Rabbit Mt and oppose the Boulder County's plan to hunt elk near Rabbit Mt! STRONGLY 
OPPOSE. I cant say it strongly enough. Gun shots of hunters are disruptive to our homes and out door 
activities, upsetting to our children and wildlife that flourishes here. Gutted elk will leave blood and 
entrails behind to bring in mt lions, coyotes, bears etc. THIS IS DANGEROUS AND UNNECESSARY.   
Boulder County has promised no hunting on open space. Clearly the staff does not live near the 
proposed hunting area. We do not want it any where near us. I teach children and horses. i hsbr horses 
on my property. I do not want more predators stalking my livestock.   Rifles, Guns large enough to kill an 
elk will disturb everything around them, alarm the horses and make the children cry when they learn 
hunters are killing elk. Has the staff even heard how loud such weapons are? We request staff go watch 
a hunter kill a cow elk with a rifle, witness the extreme decibels you will be subjecting county residents 
too, see what its like to see a dead elk tied to the roof of a car or thrown in the back of a truck. What 
about hundreds of elk entrails left behind to bring in mountain lions closer to our homes? More coyotes, 
who have existed  here for decades just fine or bears etc?   There are other ways of management. Killing 
elk is not the answer. We pay taxes to live here and have some kind of decent life in and around our 
homes. Once again, Boulder County is taking advantage of people in more rural areas. We DO NOT 
WANT ELK HUNTING NEAR OUR HOMES. PERIOD.  In this area we are already very heavily burdened 
with CEMEX and Dow Flats. Now Boulder County wants to destroy what little quality of life we have left 
with allowing more traffic and extreme noise from shot guns in our beleaguered community. The 
amount of months proposed for hunting the elk ruins our quality of life and is not fair to all of us who 
pay high taxes to Boulder County for our homes and properties.  We all vote NO TO ELK HUNTING here.  
L, Dobbs 
 
 

 
Amanda Dumenigo 
11742 N 59th street  
Longmont, Co 80503  
ravenpath@hotmail.com 
2017-05-24 22:18:46 
 
Comments 
At a time when the Trump administration repealed Obama-era wildlife protection laws and hunters in 
Alaska can now shoot hibernating bears and use aircraft to track their targets, allowing for trophy 
shooting of wolves in their dens, the responsibility to protect the natural balance lies with local 
communities more than ever. The elk herds are vital for sustainability of mountain lions– and are  
indigenous and vital to the overall health of our ecosystem in this region. We've learned how the 
removal of the wolf population in Yellowstone National Park almost devastated the area, and 
documented how beneficial regeneration that their re-introduction created, restoring the marshes and 
rivers, otter populations, etc. If you haven't seen it, you'll be amazed by what you see in these four 
minutes: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q   The Rocky Mountain elk was reintroduced 
in 1913 to Colorado from Wyoming after the near extinction of the regional herds. Overhunting was a 
significant factor, as is human encroachment and destruction of their natural habitats and migratory 
corridors.  This area is rapidly growing and has documented a 40% population growth in the last couple 
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of decades. Let's be on the right side of history and protect local ecology and culture.   Sincerely,  
Amanda Dumenigo 
 
 

 
Gary Weihe 
2490 Agate Rd  
Boulder, CO 80304  
gweihe@comcast.net 
2017-05-25 12:43:25 
 
Comments 
I support the revised plan. Experts from the state and the county open-space have come up with a good 
solution based on their expertise and decades of experience. The open-space dept. of the county is 
responsible for overseeing and protecting the land and environment they manage and this plan does 
that. I have attended the past two meetings and I was disappointed to see some members of the over-
site committee use emotional and uninformed approaches to the problem while totally ignoring the 
input of the experts. What qualifications do these over-site committee members have and how does this 
give them any power in the decision making process? I realize the ultimate decision lies with the county 
board of commissioners, yet i would expect the over-site committee view will have significant weight 
with the commissioners. Why have an unqualified and biased against hunting over-site committee have 
any input?? 
 
 

 
Chris Morrison 
4100 Aurora Ave  
Boulder, CO 80303  
chris-morrison@comcast.net 
2017-05-25 13:56:28 
 
Comments 
The “Rabbit Mountain Elk and Vegetation Management Plan” is one sided.  It presents the argument for 
hunting and never examines how expanded public access to Rabbit Mountain and Indian Mountain 
could help encourage the elk to not remain in overused areas. An example of the focus on hunting is 
how the discussion of the hunting alternative never says that Rabbit Mountain will be closed when 
hunting is scheduled.  All of the information on the Rabbit Mountain Elk Public Harvest Program apply to 
hunting, not to hunting’s impact on recreational access.  Looking through the available documents, I 
finally found a “- Close park during hunting” bullet on page 80 of the April 27th presentation. 
Encouraging elk to move by opening more trails to public access on both Rabbit Mountain and Indian 
Mountain is never discussed.  In your analysis of hazing: “No noisemakers, dogs, horses, cracker shells, 
gun shots, etc. were required to make the elk move.”  Allowing public access would do this without 
requiring any BCPOS staff time or resources.  The additional trails could be closed during elk calving and 
raptor nesting seasons. 
 
 

 

152



Rob Ramey 
P.O. Box 386  
Nederland, CO 80466  
robroyrameyii@gmail.com 
2017-05-25 14:33:54 
 
Comments 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide expert input and comment on the Rabbit Mountain Elk and 
Vegetation Management Plan 2017-2027 - Draft May 16, 2017 (hereafter, the Plan). We hope that it will 
serve to broaden perspectives on the scientific, management, and policy issues as well as identify a 
broader range of alternatives than are currently being considered. In the interests of time, this will be 
brief.   The issues outlined below are of significance, as the Plan represents a major policy shift in the 
management and public use of Boulder County Open Space, specifically introducing big game hunting to 
Open Space where it has not been allowed previously.  Scientific issues 1) This Plan is lacking an 
impartial and well-researched analysis of alternatives, and mixed management strategies to increase 
effectiveness. Instead, the Plan is really pushing for a single strategy: introduction of big game hunting of 
elk on Boulder County Open Space with the intention of inducing elk to migrate, reducing the 
population, and recovering vegetation on Boulder County Open Space.  2) No data or previous research 
is presented (beyond anecdote and opinion) that supports the notion that elk will be induced to migrate 
if they are subjected to hunting. Furthermore, there is no quantitative analysis to validate that hunting 
will achieve a certain level of population reduction, vegetation recovery, or reduction of crop-raiding on 
nearby farms. There is no mention of how the herd will be kept in check if herd numbers are initially 
reduced to desired levels. With a shorter hunting "season" than the previous version of the Plan (four 
months rather than six), there is an even lower probability that the Plan will succeed in its goals. 3) The 
Plan is lacking a quantitative demographic model to simulate the outcomes of potential alternative 
management scenarios over time. Without such an analysis and publicly available data behind it, 
decision makers and the public would be basing their decision on faith and assurances. In my direct 
experience, that is not how science-based natural resources management operates in the 21st century.   
4) The public needs to have access to data that this Plan is based upon. All that has been presented in 
the Plan are summaries in figures: a compilation of data points on a map, an exponential population 
growth prediction, and herbivory based on shrub height. However, transparency in data and methods is 
the litmus test of science-based management, and allows independent, third-party analysis by the 
public.  Management options are more diverse than the Plan suggests 1) Consider the use of additional, 
and likely more efficient, techniques for hazing elk than the proposed one-hunt-a-week. These could 
include:   1a) Hazing with an LRAD or Hyperspike. These long-range acoustic devices are currently used 
to haze wildlife from runways and wind farms, and for crowd control and security. They can me 
mounted on a 4x4 vehicle for portability. These devices project an intense beam of sound in a narrow, 1-
2° angle, up to a mile.  1b) Hazing/driving on horseback. We successfully used this technique in Mongolia 
to herd argali wild sheep from miles around into drive-nets for capture and radio collaring (Ramey et al. 
2004). The team's movements are preplanned and coordinated with radios. It is not all that different 
from a fast moving cattle drive.  1c) Hazing/driving with helicopters. This would be expensive and risky 
because of low-level flight, but also effective as it has been used for drive-netting and other wildlife 
captures for decades. These are used in Montana, in combination with horses and ATVs to drive bison 
back into Yellowstone National Park.  1d) All of the above could be used in combination with portable 
drive fences to increase effectiveness of a drive and keep elk out of areas you do not want them to go. 
South African wildlife capture teams have been using these for decades with other species 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSnfUbjxV3c). 2) Vegetation exclosures on Rabbit Mountain could 
be used to limit the availability of browse to elk, protect vegetation, and provide experimental 
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vegetation controls similar to those in Rocky Mountain National Park. (A fieldtrip there might be a 
worthwhile exercise for POSAC.) Low cost and effective Electrobraid and/or poly fencing (see Johnson et 
al.) could be used initially. 3) Provide incentives for local farms that are affected by crop-raiding elk to 
install Electrobraid and/or poly fencing to protect crops. Consult with USDA-APHIS-Wildlife Services for 
technical assistance. 4) Contraception could be conducted as a field experiment on elk at Rabbit 
Mountain. Scientific research contributes to our knowledge base and could provide decision makers 
with an additional elk management tool in the long run. As the saying goes, "a little experiment can go a 
long way." Consult with researchers at CSU. 5) Capture and translocate as an experiment to induce 
migration. This would be expensive but there is no need for more than short distance translocation and 
the animals could be radio-collared. A live test for chronic wasting disease is available to gather data on 
its occurrence and remove affected animals. 6) Cull. Culling is grim business but can be conducted safely 
and efficiently by professionals. Like hunting, indiscriminate culling could result in killing off the animals 
most likely to initiate a migration (See Found and St. Clair 2016).  Policy Considerations 1) Boulder 
County, which has a long history of not allowing big game hunting on Open Space, would see this Open 
Space land repurposed 4 months a year (3 days/week) as an exclusive big game hunting reserve. 2) It is 
reasonable for the public to be skeptical when one sees the "squeaky wheel syndrome" where vocal 
interests push one agenda rather than a measured consideration of alternatives.  3) In considering 
adequacy of the Plan, POSAC may want to request an independent review and analysis of data and 
potential alternatives, including alternatives not considered. This means reaching out to an uninvolved 
third party to organize an independent team of experts, provide them with all relevant data, published 
and unpublished research, and ask very specific questions relevant to decision makers at POSAC and the 
Boulder County Commissioners. Consider seeking input from a diverse set of experts who may have a 
different way of looking at the problem.  4) It may be worth asking: to what extent has the current 
situation been created by CPW because of elk hunting around the periphery of Rabbit Mtn. (leading to a 
lack of migratory behavior) and because predators, that might otherwise help to keep the elk population 
in check, have been over harvested? 5) While Boulder County Open Space is a refuge for wildlife, it is 
also a refuge for people wanting to recreate in a safe and quiet environment. National Forest Service 
lands are occupied by hunters not only during hunting season, but by target-shooters and their gunfire 
year-round. As human populations in our county continue to increase, the value of Open Space as a 
safe-haven for the general public will continue to increase as well.  Thank you,  Rob Roy Ramey II, Ph.D. 
Laura M. Brown, Ph.D. Wildlife Science International, Inc. P.O. Box 386 Nederland, CO 80466 USA +1 303 
718 6686 cell robroyrameyii@gmail.com lauramacbrown@gmail.com  Literature Cited: Found, R. and 
C.C. St. Clair. 2016 Behavioural syndromes predict loss of migration in wild elk. Animal Behavior 115:35-
46.  Ramey, R.R., T. Tserenbataa, S. Amgalanbaatar, and Z. Namshir (2004) A new method of argali (Ovis 
ammon) capture using horsemen and drive nets. Mongolian Journal of Biological Sciences 2(1):19-21. 
 
 

 
Vance Brand 
21825 Hidden Canyon Drive Tehachapi 
California,  93561  
vbrand@bak.rr.com 
2017-05-25 14:54:50 
 
Comments 
I was born and raised in Longmont and now live out-of-state.  Brand family members, some of which still 
live in northern Colorado, own farm lands bordering the Rabbit Mountain Open Space.  We are overrun 
with elk - especially in the colder months of the year.  My detailed comments on the problem were 
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provided to Eric Lane, Director of Parks and Open Space, in a letter dated March 2, 2017.  It is 
commendable that some action is being taken by Boulder County now to correct the elk problem.  But, it 
is almost a case of "too little, too Late."  As mentioned in the Parks and Open Space report, the the elk 
herd is growing now at an exponential rate.  Please take timely and sufficient action (this year) to 
harvest enough elk to reduce the herd's size and chase them back into the mountains.  Sincerely,  Vance 
Brand Manager, Bar D Ranch LLC 
 
 

 
Barb Haaland-Michaels 
7198 Rabbit Mountain Rd.  
Longmont, CO 80503  
barbhm2000@gmail.com 
2017-05-25 14:54:59 
 
Comments 
The revised elk management plan is unacceptable.  The proposed fencing lies to the north and south of 
our property line forcing the elk onto our pastures and hay fields.  We own and operate Rabbit 
Mountain Equestrian Center, LLC, and 40 plus horses are turned out daily onto parcels of our grass 
fields.  In addition, we hay the property to feed the horses through the winter along with purchasing hay 
from the surrounding neighbors.  Why is it that our northern and southern neighbors, who also grow 
hay, a part of the proposed fencing boundaries leaving us totally exposed to the elk as they migrate 
down the north/south corridor.  This fencing plan directs the herd onto our fields.  Is this because we 
have not complained to the division of wildlife for reimbursement?  We certainly will in the future!  Only 
one of the four properties grows corn.  We grow hay as do the others yet no fence has been suggested 
along our perimeter.  We have never been contacted by the DOW or the County.       Perhaps I have 
misread the numbers, but it appears you are recommending the issuance of only 20 licenses yet there 
are hundreds of elk that need to reduced to bring the herd to your recommended numbers.  With 
upwards of 200 cows calving another 100 or more each spring, how is that going to effectively reduce 
the numbers?  Although I am not opposed to the hunting, it seems culling is the only solution if the elk 
cannot be relocated.         The neighbors corn field to the south is a feeding frenzy for the elk beginning 
in August.  When the elk seek this property, they stop and graze our hay during the nighttime hours on 
their way from Rabbit Mtn to the corn field.  The bulls also destroy my trees while rubbing antlers in 
passing.  They can take out a tree in one evening, and I have photos of damage which escalates yearly.         
I would not be opposed to a perimeter fence around my property.  In fact, if culling and/or relocating is 
not an option, I would gladly see fencing where none exists at present. 
 
 

 
Dan Michaels 
7198 Rabbit Mountain Rd  
Longmont, Co 80503  
dmichael@alum.mit.edu 
2017-05-25 14:56:04 
 
Comments 
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The Rabbit Mountain Elk problem has been caused by mismanagement of the open space resource since 
inception.  The Colorado DOW has repeatedly asked  Boulder county to allow the time honored 
management practice of hunting to properly manage the elk population.  While the elk population has 
blossomed over the years, the county has never considered the impact of their "no hunting" decision on 
the neighboring properties.  We personally have suffered a bull elk attack on a pregnant mare (almost 
killing her and causing the loss of her foal), loss of many trees due to bull elk antler rubbing, 
considerable garden losses from elk intrusions, and immeasurable hay losses from grazing elk.  The open 
space provides safe haven for the elk during legal daytime hunting hours, and the elk make use of our 
property once the sun goes down.  On many, many occasions we drive down our driveway at night and a 
massive herd of elk grazing our hay field is visible in the car headlights.  At this point in time, allowing 20 
cow permits annually cannot make a dent in the problem.  The problem is so bad that I believe culling 
must be the solution of choice... it is the only way to reduce this massive herd.  Furthermore, it is the 
bulls that have caused us the most extensive damage, and for some reason the bull overpopulation is 
not being addressed.  Once the herd is reduced to a reasonable size, hunting can then be used as the 
preferred management choice.  Hunting on the neighboring private properties has never been able to 
provide herd control.  The elk have habituated themselves to being unseen during legal hunting hours.  
Finally, I do not perceive significant risk to our horses (we own Rabbit Mountain Equestrian Center, as 
well as own three of our own horses) from hunters but have experienced considerable injury from the 
bull elk that require management.   Respectfully yours, Dan Michaels 
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Wyncia Clute 
1335 Deer Trail  Road  
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
wynclute@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 10:22 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As I understand it, in some areas we have to reduce the population of lions and bears to reduce 
predation and in other areas we need to kill off prey animals because of lack of predation.  
 
We humans are not very good at non-lethal control of nature. We can wipe out bison and wolves with 
massive killings, but generally we have a hard time living with wildlife.  
 
How about trying elk birth control? What about the Estes Park model, with elk wandering around 
entertaining the tourists? 
 Something other than inviting more people with rifles to hunt in the urban-wildland corridor.  
 
 
 
Russell Voice 
6447 hwy 36  
Joes, Colorado 80822 
windskull@yahoo.com 
6/12/2017 10:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
I'm disabled and would like to see you take the dollar out of the loop by adapting a 100% donation cull, 
while it's a good start to go with cow culling why not capitalize by inviting so called trophy hunters to do 
the culling, give them a preference point toward future bull tags, send the hides to Jonas Brothers for 
students learning taxidermy and give the meat to we who can no longer participate in the hunting 
experience , Thank you for your consideration  
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Ryan Driskel 
1512 Drake St  
Longmont, CO 80503 
ryandriskel@gmail.com 
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6/12/2017 10:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is a proven method. Citizens benefit through organic, free range meat. The people that would 
apply for this hunt are residents of the community. 
 
Who knows what would happen if we start injecting chemicals (birth control) into wild elk. What if one 
of these elk heads off the the property and is taken by a hunter, who is then sickened by the drugs? 
 
The same county that would ban GMOs would allow unproven testing of drugs on wild animals? That 
doesn't make any sense! 
 
 
 
Gerald Hraban 
6780 Crooked Stick Dr  
Windsor, CO 80550 
JHPREMIERINSPART@YAHOO.COM 
6/12/2017 10:45 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
In matters such as this, the expertise of the CPW should be followed. 
 
 
 
Michael Calkins 
4841 Tanglewood Ct  
Boulder, CO 80301 
macalkins@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 10:50 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly support the use of hunting as a means for controlling elk populations. 

158



 
 
 
Shaun Ross 
1631 Mountain Drive  
Longmont, CO 80503 
shaun674@hotmail.com 
6/12/2017 10:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the plan as written but I am not in favor of fencing as a significant part of the solution.  I only 
support fencing in limited situations such as to protect hay stores or along high ways at major wildlife 
travel corridors to direct them to specific highway crossings.  I also support additional trail systems into 
the elk concentration areas if it's determined to be a viable part of the solution by CPW wildlife 
biologists.  I believe controlled public hunting is the best solution.  I urge the public to keep an open 
mind around hunting as a management tool and as a traditional use practice on this specific property 
(pre-open space).  I see many misconceptions about hunting and safety in the previous public 
comments.  We can do better to educate ourselves on the options if we avoid emotional reactions or 
other uninformed bias. 
 
 
 
Todd Van Dyke 
505 Sunset Drive  
Louisville, Co 80027 
toddvandyke@comcast.net 
6/12/2017 11:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a Boulder County Parks & Open Space wildlife volunteer, almost exclusively at Rabbit Mountain. 
This is my 27th year of observing & documenting wildlife there. I have been consistently hiking all of the 
property since 1985, when it first opened to the public. 
 
The overpopulated herd of elk are destroying the fragile understory vegetation of the Ponderosa groves.  
Thinning this non-migratory herd is critical to the Outstanding Biodiversity Significance of Rabbit 
Mountain. 
I support the proposed elk management plan.  
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Kurt Sunderland 
3461 S Elm Street  
Denver, CO 80222 
kurt.sunderland80222@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 11:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Dennis  Kuehl 
13191 N 75th  
Longmont,  80503 
djkuehlco@yahoo.com 
6/12/2017 11:50 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
THIS IS A REVIEW OF COMMENTS FROM 15 OF MY NEIGHBORS LOCATED SOUTH AND EAST OF RABBIT 
MOUNTAIN IN THE CORRIDOR OF TABLE MOUNTAIN AND THE CORNFIELD.  
 
Property owners feel that Boulder County should provide financial assistance.  
Property owners agree that a more aggressive hunting program is necessary. 
80% of owners will accept hunters, but require hunter getting permission before hunting.  
100% of owners feel that 20 hunting permits on open spaces is insufficient. 
Five or six of the property owners who own livestock want assurance that Boulder County will assume 
Liability  
when Elk wreck fences and their animals got on the roads.   
 
Additional comments: 
WHAT HAS BEEN THE FINANCIAL IMPACT OF ELK BROWSING ON THEIR PROPERTY? 
60% of the owners report it has cost thousands of dollars to replace the damage to their evergreens and 
shrubs. 
25% of the owners said 50 to 75% of the trees have been being affected. 
80% of the properties have tree damage. 
The loss of corn was well noted in your report, but the hay and grazing loss needs to be considered as 
well. 
50% of the property owners report a 20 to 30% loss on hay and grazing land. Those grazing note the 
number of cattle or horses has to be reduced, thus affecting income. 
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30% loss in a hay crop for first cutting on an average year is over $250 per acre. 
75% of the owners reported a cost in fence repair which is mostly labor. 
All livestock owners question their liability responsibility if the Elk create a broken fence where cattle or 
horses might exit onto Woodland Road, 75th, 87th or 95th Street. 
A loss of horses was reported due to being gorged by Elk. 
WHAT HAS BEEN THE TIME IMPACT DUE TO ELK DAMAGE ON THEIR PROPERTY? 
100% of owners have spent hours trimming and removing trees and shrubs destroyed by Elk. 
Up to 3 hours of time to repair a fence each time Elk move through their fields. 
Fence Repair is imperative where cattle and horses are grazing, which is 24/7 when the Elk are present. 
One property owners notes 8 fences to repair when the Elk cross his property. He has built fences 
recommended by NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) for grazing purposes. 
Owners used a variety of recommended deterrents to haze the Elk to a different location, but these 
methods are temporary and often ineffective. 
 
 
 
George Stark 
1321 marshall street  
boulder, CO 80302 
gstark1321@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 11:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Limited hunting is a very appropriate method to control ungulate numbers. Shooting males does little  
except possible aiding to convince the elk to move away, whereas shooting cows will decrease herd size 
effectively.There are repeated examples in the literature showing the ineffectiveness of birth control. It 
is not only very expensive, it does little if anything to reduce herd numbers. Other methods that this 
study is combining with hunting such as noisemakers and fencing all will help mitigate damage and may 
help to move the herd into more desirable locations. Sharpshooting will decrease herd numbers but is 
expensive and if used at some point ought to allow for carcasses to be preserved for meat to be 
distributed to those interested. Thanks for all the hard work on this, George Stark 
 
 
 
greg lowell 
411 raymond court  
lyons, CO 80540 
lowellgregory@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 12:30 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I hope the commissioners will not be swayed by the emotional pleas against this plan from some 
quarters (see Daily Camera letter from Ms. Comstock, for example). Good science needs to overcome 
emotion, and both BC Open Space and CPW have done their work and come up with a very conservative 
plan (only two hunters per week). Some opponents of the plan appear to see a wholesale slaughter 
taking place but as a CPW biologist at the April meeting said to me, "These aren't Estes Park elk." The 
number of animals taken will be relatively small. I urge the commissioners to approve this plan. To 
defeat it, means an ongoing degradation of the open space at the expense of other wildlife and a 
substantial increase in agricultural damage fees paid by the state to adjoining farmers/ranchers.  
 
 
 
Michael Johnson 
2960 Arnold Ave  
Monument, CO 80132 
Michael.Johnson.CO@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 12:39 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is a proven method to manage herd size and influence migration patterns. The number of 
permits as well as the phased approach all appear to be reasonable.  
 
 
 
Andrew Decker 
104 claudius rd   
Black Hawk, CO 80422 
ajd258@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 12:43 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe managing elk herd numbers by hunting is the only option that should be considered. Hazing 
and fencing should be limited because they are too expensive and likely not very effective. Giving birth 
control drugs to wild animals should never be done....ever. Thanks for the chance to voice my opinion. 
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Bruce McDowell 
115 17th Avenue  
Longmont, CO 80501-2804 
bruce5mcdowell@gmail.com 
6/12/2017 17:59 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am a very strong believer in using hunting as a management tool to replace the natural management 
tools that have been displaced by people moving into the area...the animals are merely adapting and 
man must now adapt. 
 
I am also of the belief that the staff of Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Boulder County Open space have 
done a wonderful job of professionally studying and evaluating the issue/problem and have come up 
with a solution that seems like it is a very good place to start. I am assuming that continued evaluation 
and assessments will occur. 
 
I also believe they are trying to serve and please too many "masters" but have done a masterful job of 
doing a very difficult, if not impossible, task of pleasing many different agendas. 
 
I strongly believe that the Professional opinions and solutions should prevail over politics, emotional 
responses, irrational hysteria, and uneducated instincts. I very strongly believe this. 
 
I have lived in Boulder County since 1954. I have enjoyed a good life here for the most part. I am not 
happy the way it has grown or the politics that have evolved in Boulder County; but such things are out 
of my control. I do sense, and have observed, that a good job has been done managing the remaining 
habitat and wildlife.  
 
Personally, I would opt to remove mountain and foothills housing developments before removing 
animals...but, much to my chagrin, that is not gong to happen....but, for the record, Boulder County was 
a much better place before 1965. 
 
 
 
Bob  Reed 
2307 Silver Trails Dr  
Fort Collins, CO 80526 
anarrowfellow@gmail.com 
6/13/2017 9:11 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
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What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
As a PhD-holding wildlife biologist, mountain biker, and hunter, I support controlled elk hunts as an 
inexpensive and ethical means of reducing ecological impacts of elk over-abundance on Rabbit 
Mountain. 
 
 
 
Robert Winn 
1149 East 18th Street  
Rifle, CO 81650 
rwinn@garfieldre2.org 
6/13/2017 14:53 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Public hunting is a proven cost effective method for managing animal populations and movements. It is 
a very safe activity and provide humans with a 100 percent all organic naturally renewable food source.   
 
 
 
Patrick Murphy 
1554 North Street  
Boulder, CO 80304 
phmurphy@aol.com 
6/13/2017 20:07 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The wolves are missing.  That sums up the reason hunting is needed.  When the wolves return, then 
perhaps hunting should be removed, unless the same negative impacts start up again.  This story is 
repeated over and over.  Animals overgraze because the predators have been removed, and the 
available habitat is once again reduced.  Overgrazing is a problem for every grazer/browser.  I guess if 
you think weedy overgrazed land is a benefit, then you would support over-grazing.  So hunitng is good 
until wolves can be returned.  Perhaps that will stimulate voters to support the intentional return of 
wolves. 
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Howard Witkin 
1498 King Ave.  
Boulder, CO 80302 
hwitkin@comcast.net 
6/13/2017 20:08 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting in the area of Rabbit Mountain with powered rifles in an area that does have a population close 
in hand just doesn't make any more sense to control the elk population than re-intorducing wolves to 
the area.  Which by the way is a better way of controlling the elk population. Yellowstone being a 
perfect example. 
 
 
 
 
Larry Utter 
5464 Ptarmigan Cir.  
Boulder, CO 80301 
larry.utter@gmail.com 
6/13/2017 21:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Hunting is an appropriate way to manage wildlife populations.  And allowing citizen hunters is more 
appropriate than hiring professionals:  the state makes money instead of paying hunters and the citizens 
who pay taxes should have the opportunity to benefit from the hunting experience and meat obtained. 
 
 
 
Donna Bonetti 
1170 B Monroe Drive  
Boulder, CO 80303 
donnambirdlady@yahoo.com 
6/14/2017 12:28 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
This plan makes me very sad. The elk are being squeezed into this area because too many people have 
resulted in a loss of habitat for them. How about something more humane such as curtailing new 
development around the area..we are overpopulating more than they are and figuring out a way to 
humanely put some of the elk on birth control? 
 
 
 
anita  moss 
122 Old Post Office Rd  
Boulder, Colorado 80302 
akmoss50@gmail.com 
6/15/2017 6:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Having followed this "management plan" from the beginning has shown me that there was never any 
input except from CPW, the hunting community etc.  Missing BIG TIME  is the third party analysis by 
unbiased wildlife biologists.. 
 
 As Dr. Rob Ramey said before the POSAC board: " This plan is not how science based natural resources 
management operates in the 21st century." 
 
Go back and start over after independent oversight. Do not betray the public (and the taxpayers who 
voted to extend funding for Open Space) by accepting this plan.  
 
 
 
Frank Crawford 
8393 Larkspur Road   
Boulder , CO 80302 
cpacraw@cs.com 
6/15/2017 17:13 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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Carol  Walker 
16500 Dakota Ridge Rd.  
Longmont, CO 80503 
cwlivingimages@gmail.com 
6/17/2017 12:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
First, I would sincerely like to thank POSAC and the Commissioners for taking additional time to consider 
other alternatives. I think that since this problem has been a long time in the making, it behooves us to 
take time to consider options and solutions rather than making hasty decisions that will forever affect 
the elk on Rabbit Mountain. 
Next, I would urge you to continue to explore no research options that do not include lethal means of 
controlling the elk population on Rabbitt Mountain. Killing the wildlife is not in any way shape or form 
what the Boulder Open Space Program stands for. I was a member of POSAC for 6 years, and I feel that I 
can say that. This is also not what the residents of Boulder County stand for, when they are voting for 
how their money will be used to support Open Space. I would like Boulder County to act in a way that 
will inspire other Open Space Programs around the country, and voting to have hunters kill 350 Elk and 
close Rabbit Mountain to visitors for a significant portion of the year does not accomplish this goal.  
Here is what I propose:  
Use wildlife scientists and biologists and researchers to form your plans. Use information from other 
programs that are working. Fence off the crops that are keeping the elk at Rabiit Mountain. Use birth 
control as a long term management plan to keep the population at a viable and sustainable level. And 
never allow hunting on Boulder County Open Space. 
The wildlife does not belong to us, but we are the custodians and caretakers of this planet, and it is up 
to us to make sure that wildlife is managed humanely. 
 
Sincerely, 
Carol Waller 
 
 
 
Cindy Bauman,DVM 
2201 Tulip Street  
Longmont, Colorado  80501 
foothillsanimalclinic@comcast.net 
6/17/2017 18:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
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 The rabbit mountain plan is a bad one as written. Boulder county needs unbiased, independent science-
based  
 Oversight of the  CPW  plan before proceeding.  
 
 
 
Tom Caddell 
1941 Chadwyck Ct  
Longmont , Co 80504 
Tcaddell7@gmail.com 
6/18/2017 10:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I do support elk management, and in a way that benefits overall conservation. The Rocky Mt elk 
foundation is a source of knowledge we should reach out to based on their record of working w/wildlife. 
Controled hunt - A youth hunt, which teaches early knowledge of conservation. A hunt for disabled vets 
is always a need based on limited access. These are options you could seek advice from RMEF. 
I would help if asked? 
Thank you  
 
 
 
James Volpe 
475 Allegheny Drive  
Colorado Springs, CO 80919 
jvolpe712@live.com 
6/18/2017 12:05 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
This plan is essential for maintaining a healthy elk herd, and to create a more sustainable ecosystem. 
 
 
 
Debora Martin 
2675 28th. St. #206  
Boulder, Co. 80301 
debsrun@comcast.net 
6/18/2017 14:37 
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Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Because of the diverse native plants and wildlife, and 
the success at Rocky Mountain National Park. 
 
 
 
Paul Sigler 
2635 Mapleton Ave.  Lot 32 
Boulder, CO 80304 
psiegler1@gmail.com 
6/18/2017 20:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I object to limiting access to Rabbit Mountain. The park should be kept open for trail users. Instead of 
the proposed elk cull, the county needs a new comprehensive management plan. 
 
 
 
Steven Bertram 
195 Hickok trail  
Ward, Colorado 80481 
steven_bertram@hotmail.com 
6/19/2017 6:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support licensed hunters as a way to help manage the Elk population on Rabbit Mountain Open Space 
and would like to see more hunting options opened here in Boulder County on public lands including 
Boulder County Open Space.  
 
 
 
Bob Foster 
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715 Riverside Court  
Berthoud, Colorado 80513 
WA4ZSQ@hotmail.com 
6/19/2017 7:00 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Eliminate hunting of the elk herd. 
 
No one seems to be concerned about "safety" issues involved with hunting on Rabbit Mountain using 
high-powered rifles. Ammunition boxes state that "range of 5 miles possible". As an ex-elk hunter I know 
that is a possibility. I live within that range of Rabbit Mountain and I'm concerned that a stray bullet 
from a hunter could cause death or injury to myself, family, or other nearby residents. There's a large 
number of individuals and farm animals that could be affected by a miscalculated rifle shot. Think about 
that danger before you make such a misguided decision to allow rifle hunting on Rabbit Mountain. 
 
An alternative to rifle hunting is to allow hunting with shotguns using rifled slugs. Their range is limited 
but quite lethal within killing range. 
This method is used in some of our more heavily populated states. 
 
Please ponder the "safety" issue of your ultimate decision. 
 
Additional comments: 
High-powered rifles with mis-guided bullets pose a grave danger to neighboring properties. 
 
 
 
Brett Stadsvold 
7 South Gay Drive  
Longmont, CO 80501 
bstadsvold@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 7:52 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Robert Scribner 
5070 Ralston St  
Boulder, CO 80304 
robert.t.scribner@gmail.com 

170



6/19/2017 7:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Kerrie Bryan 
3044 McIntosh Dr  
Longmont, Colorado 80503 
aussee@comcast.net 
6/19/2017 7:58 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I have previously written in support of the plan and would like to confirm that after attending meetings 
and reading the comments for and against the plan, I continue to support the plan. Having spent much 
of my life protecting and rescuing animals,  I have given much thought  before supporting  the Rabbit 
Mountain Elk Management plan. I believe that we must work to maintain a sustainable environment  for 
all flora and fauna. The increase in the number of elk and their non-migration threatens that 
environment  and will in time threaten the elk themselves.. 
 
 
 
Kathleen Pollard 
31 Empire Place  
Longmont, Colorado 80504 
kathleen007@comcast.net 
6/19/2017 8:22 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I  began hiking Rabbit Mountain in 1994 - it has always been a  beautiful almost spiritual environment.   
The area has changed (newer bldgs, more people, bikes etc.) but still is a great place to escape to.  
Shame, shame, that you are now considering hunting on this site (instead of using other methods).  For 
humans, the solution to problems like this is always to kill (usually because to be kinder would involve 
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more money).   I do not support this.  Sadly, if this hunting takes place, it would be awful to go there 
knowing all these beautiful animals have been killed.  Please figure out a better/kinder way to solve this 
problem. 
 
 
 
 
Zackery Rodriguez 
1090 Princeton Drive  
Longmont, CO 80503 
zrodtx@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 8:27 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I love seeing elk at Rabbit Mountain. However,I trust the opinion of our wildlife biologists who suggested 
hunting as the most efficient means of controlling the elk population at Rabbit Mountain. I would rather 
see a relatively small amount of elk harvested to feed families than these animals overburden their 
habitat. Wild animals and places in North America and thanks to our outstanding conservation model. 
Boulder county should not be exempt from it.  
 
 
 
Sandra Bailey 
1336 Redwood Avenue  
Boulder, CO 80304 
BikeGirl1@gmail.co 
6/19/2017 9:16 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Public hunting should be removed from the plan. Public hunting would break the prohibition of hunting 
on Boulder County Open Space, and I do not believe there should be closures to the public for public 
hunting.  
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Shawn Sandvig 
2407 Sherri Mar St  
Longmont, Co 80501 
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shawnstonefly@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 9:34 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
 
 
Pete Fox 
355 30th St  
Boulder, CO 80305 
foxep2001@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 9:44 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I am an environmentalist and a hunter. Money from hunting and fishing licenses are the majority of the 
funding for wildlife and habitat conservation in the State of Colorado. The city and county of Boulder are 
both a major recipient of those funds in managing their wildlife, whether it is bears and mountain lions 
on the west side of the city or deer and elk throughout the county. Having a large herd of elk move into 
our openspace permanently is an environmental disaster. Allow licensed hunters to pressure this herd 
to begin their annual migration again.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Pete Fox  
 
 
 
Annie KIer 
2940 Franklin Street  
Denver,  80205 
laughingvixen@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 9:55 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
You could sell/give tags to the Colorado novice hunter programs we have for women and youth maybe? 
As a new bow huntress, I would love to have the opportunity to learn how to hunt elk on Rabbit 
Mountain. I am not a trophy hunter and would not mind helping out with this over population problem. 
I believe with some limited permits the elk will realize they are no longer in a safe zone and would 
encourage them to migrate.  Good luck and let me know if there is any other way to help :) 
Thanks, 
-Annie Kier 
 
 
 
Charles Cropper 
2635 Juniper Ave  
Boulder, CO 80304 
scotcrop@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 10:25 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I support the use of hunting as a method for controlling elk populations to maintain a balance between 
what the land can sustain and the elk herd as a renewable resource. 
 
 
 
Larry Saltzman 
4778 Berkshire St  
Boulder, CO 80301-4023 
lesaltzman@comcast.net 
6/19/2017 10:57 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
I will support the plan if changes are made 
 
What changes should be made? 
Hunting should not be allowed on any Open Space Property, period...It just not make sense to me that 
places created as sanctuaries for both animals and humans should allow violent killing of wildlife. I could 
support some forms of hazing to get the animals to move off the open space, but even that seems to be 
cruel. Perhaps fencing would be the best option to limit the availability of some open space land to the 
elk. If fencing were employed, the remaining accessible areas would only be able to support a limited 
population of elk, thus keeping the number of elk to a manageable size in a more natural way. 
 
Additional comments: 
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Ruby Bowman 
1512 Lefthand Drive  
Longmont, Colorado 80501 
rubala@indra.com 
6/19/2017 11:06 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The board of commissioners should reject the elk management plan for Rabbit Mountain open space.  I 
do not support hunting on county open space.  Instead the commissioners should direct staff to convene 
an independent panel of independent scientists to look into elk management at Rabbit Mountain.  The 
plan should meet the standard of "best available science."  The current proposed plan plan does not 
meet that high standard.      
 
 
 
Hugo Gonzalez 
1419 Red Mountain Dr 53 
Longmont, Colorado 80504 
hugo.i.gonzalez01@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 11:24 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I believe that wildlife management is critical to sustaining a long and healthy future for everyone and 
everything in nature. If not management and these animals get out of control, then we'll be taking 
drastic measures in the future to eliminate a problem that could have been contained through programs 
such as the Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan.  
 
Regards,  
 
Hugo 
 
 
 
Stephanie Rowe 
631 West Street  
Louisville, CO 80027 
7slr@live.com 
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6/19/2017 12:40 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Killing animals when they are deemed too many for a particular place seems to be humanity’s reflexive, 
unthinking default setting. (Really, anymore it seems we just shoot *anyone* whose existence presents 
us with complex problems and philosophical challenges.) I urge Boulder county commissioners to take a 
different approach – one that reflects the wishes of the people of Boulder county – and become a role 
model for thoughtful, creative, compassionate, and modern wildlife management.  
 
The elk population at Rabbit Mountain has increased for two reasons: one, mountain lions, their natural 
predators, have been shot nearly out of existence in an effort to reduce their numbers, and two, the elk 
have wisely but unfortunately changed their usual behavior and settled in a single area where they, at 
least, are safe from hunters. 
 
Does more shooting really seem to be the answer here? If so, why not just shoot ALL of the elk and ALL 
of the mountain lions, and wipe them off the earth entirely? Wouldn’t this be the logical conclusion in 
this line of reasoning? 
 
Boulder County has a number of options besides ripping open the elk’s bodies with bullets and causing 
them to die in agony in front of their calves and comrades that it could try. Since they are novel, and not 
in line with our species’ shoot first, last, and always approach to inconvenience, these options might at 
first appear outrageous, impossible, inconceivable. But that is only because we have not yet tried them, 
and they have not yet become customary and normal. I urge the commissioners to give them a shot. 
(Pun definitely not intended.) 
 
One of the smartest of these options is to have wildlife specialists at Colorado State University apply 
contraception to the herd at Rabbit Mountain and reduce its size by attrition. (This would require 
patience, which I believe we can still muster once in a while.) As the herd size decreases, wildlife officials 
can use non-violent hazing techniques to encourage migration, and fence off the patches of vegetation 
on Rabbit Mountain that the elk seem most keen on eating. As the elk begin to migrate, the county 
should prevail on Colorado Parks and Wildlife to issue fewer hunting permits for both elk and mountain 
lions – in the former case to reduce the trauma that caused the herd to seek safety in the first place, and 
in the latter to restore a natural and more pro-wilderness check on the elk (and deer) populations. 
 
There is no downside to trying any of these. At worst, they will fail, and we will revisit the issue again in 
a few years. At best, however, they will succeed, and Boulder will live up to its self-conception as a 
community that values critical thinking and creative problem solving, non-violence, and wilderness and 
wildlife.  
 
Stephanie Rowe 
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Joanna Rodriguez 
1090 Princeton Drive  
Longmont, CO 80503 
jorodtx@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 12:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
There is no question this elk herd is causing environmental devastation at Rabbit Mountain. Hunting is a 
proven conservation method that allows local tax-paying citizens the opportunity to benefit from the 
meat obtained. Fencing nor birth control have proven to be effective and/or sustainable (not to mention 
the additional costs associated with either option). 
 
 
 
Patricia Williams 
1415 Armstrong Dr  
Longmont, Co 80504 
Patricia@DivineArtInc.com 
6/19/2017 13:01 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
 
I have hiked and walked Rabbit Mountain may times and never once have seen an Elk.   Please do not 
KILL nature for our own Selfish needs. Just for something to look prettier to us, is insane. It is wonderful 
as it is, and nature will take care of itself. Plus, even if you make a regulation to not murder the baby's, 
you know it will happen anyway.  There must be a healthier way to lure the herds out. I cannot attend 
Tuesday, as I am in school that day.   
 
Lastly, the Indians killed animals for food, clothing and tee-pees, AND we want to kill for beauty 
(vegetation) and trophies.  This is not right, this is not healthy and I personally believe it will come back 
to haunt those who choose this path.   
 
Let's come together and find another way to humanly move the herds.  
 
In Gratitude, 
Patricia  
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PS. I am not Buddhist OR completely against hunting. I simply believe God will take care of it and maybe 
we can help, NOT by MURDER though. Unless, hunters are REQUIRED to FEED all the homeless people, 
with every animal that is killed. Then I would possibly have a change of heart. :)  Be part of the solution, 
not part of the problem.  
 
 
 
George Robinson 
1072 Townley Cir  
Longmont, CO 80501 
geordie.robinson4@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 13:21 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Boulder County Commissioners, 
  
I am a frequent user of the Rabbit Mountains Open Space, a member of Colorado Chapter of 
Backcountry Hunters and Anglers, and a Boulder County resident for the last 13 years.  Thank you for 
finally addressing the much needed action on Rabbit Mountain, and for the consideration of allowing elk 
hunting on the Rabbit Mountain OSMP.   
  
However, I would like for you to consider a few aspects in the “multi-pronged” approach that I would 
like to note: 
A.) The use of birth control(s) 
The elk on Rabbit Mountain held in the public trust of all residents of Colorado, and commissioned to be 
managed by Colorado Parks & Wildlife under the highly successful North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation which states the core principles as:  
1.) Wildlife as Public Trust Resources 
2.) Elimination of Markets for Game 
3.) Allocation of Wildlife by Law 
    -Rabbit Mountain Open Space does not hold rights to the management of the Elk on the property; it is 
allocated to the public through a democratic process with public input to ensure that access is equitable. 
4.) Wildlife Should Only be Killed for a Legitimate Purpose 
    -if the meat is tainted, then an elk would not be killed for the most legitimate reason: food. 
5.) Wildlife is Considered an International Resource 
6.) Science is the Proper Tool for Discharge of Wildlife Policy 
    -The science is not strong for Birth Control usage on Elk populations.  We neither know that it is safe 
for the elk nor for the humans who may consume the meat. 
    -The elk in this unit already have CWD in the population. Could this lead to a greater concentration of 
CWD?  We don’t know.  We don’t know at all what would happen if we started treating elk with 
hormones. 
7.) Democracy of Hunting 
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    -By allowing Boulder County to make decisions about how elk are managed in the state, or an area of 
the state, essentially is a relic of the Old World. 
    -The Democracy of Hunting is what separates North America from Europe where only the privileged, 
the landholders, kings, and wealthy have access to hunting. 
    -If any county, but especially a wealthy county such as Boulder, is dictating how and who can hunt it, 
that is both socially unjust and absolutely unacceptable. 
 
B.) Lastly, Boulder County has worked hard to eliminate use of GMO products on Boulder County 
Agricultural properties 
    -Conducting an experiment with birth control on any wildlife, especially a local food source such as 
Elk, on Boulder County owned land runs in direct contradiction to the logic of eliminating GMO ag on 
BoCo properties. 
    -This is a local free range environmentally sustainable protein resource that I, as well as many other 
Boulder County residents would like to have access to.   
          -But it is only environmentally sustainable if access to the resource is provided and tag distribution 
is managed by CPW. 
 
C.) The greatest issue with this management plan is access both to hunters and the non-hunting public 
whilst maintaining pressure on the elk.   
Here are some suggestions: 
    -time of day closure (i.e. park open to all from 10am-3pm, hunters 1 hour before sunset to 9:00 am:: 
3pm-1 hour after sunset-- with adequate after hours pack-out in lieu of a successful hunt) 
    -every other day scenario (i.e. M-W-F-Sun open to hunting) so as to maintain pressure on the property 
and allow frequent access to all 
mandatory blaze orange or other fluorescent clothing to all as well as allowing access on the property to 
all since the areas accessed by trail do not have elk close-by 
    -Closure of the southern loops on Rabbit Mountain (i.e. allowing ppl to hike to the Little Thompson 
Overlook. 
private property entry to Open Space (the elk are primarily on the south slope, and public access is from 
the north, which could have poor strategic access to elk hunting and disruption depending on the wind). 
    -The location of access could have the greatest effect on which direction the elk end up being pushed 
off the property to. 
 
D.) Traditional Use. 
    -The tipi rings a top Rabbit Mountain were remnants of the Arapahoe People who would camp up 
there and use the vantage point to spot for game.   
    -Only since Boulder County has owned this property, has there not been hunting on Rabbit Mountain 
for centuries-millennia, humans have hunted that area. 
 
E.) New trail construction would lead to and potential threat to the B1 ecological status 
    -Could introduce more habitat fragmentation. 
    -Equestrian access via new trail construction could introduce noxious weeds that could lead to non-
native grass monoculturing 
    -Mountain biking would create greater erosion issues. 
 
G.) Fencing 
    -The idea of fencing isn’t necessarily bad; however cost is not the only prohibitive factor it's 
implimentation could cause further ecological damage 
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        -Unless mules and manpower are used, how will it be possible to construct fencing without 
potential for threatening the B1 ecological status? 
            -Is there a fencing contractor that will use mules to haul out fencing materials as well as using 
pulleys and rope to construct the fencing? 
  
Thank you again for listening to my comments.  I hope that you all will take these points under 
consideration when making your final decisions and find that hunting is the best option.  Perhaps the 
only option to take in the first year of the management plan.  Post-mortem analysis conducted in the 
spring of 2018 could show that hunting pressure alone is all that Rabbit Mountain Open Space needs in 
order to apply pressure to the herd. 
  
Thanks, 
George Robinson 
Member of the Colorado Chapter of Backcountry Hunters & Anglers 
 
 
 
 
jim chivers 
7450 mt meeker rd  
longmont, co 80503 
chiversj@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 13:49 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
Dear OS management team, 
 
Recent studies have shown the elk respond to hunting pressure and hunting offers an effective method 
of creating incentives for elk to move onto other areas. 
 
"Hunting by humans is known to affect how elk behave, selecting for more cautious behaviours by killing 
more of the bolder animals. But ecologist Henrik Thurfjell at the University of Alberta, Canada, 
wondered whether the animals might also learn how to stay safe as they age.  Those aged 4 were more 
cautious than 2-year-olds, for example, but that was not simply a case of all naturally bold elk being 
killed at an early age. Over time, the younger elk started acting more like their cautious elders, moving 
around less during the hunting season and making more use of dense forest or steep, rocky terrain, 
especially when near roads." 
 
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0178082 
 
 
 
Cassidy Sainsbury 
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1554 Lost Angel Road mm 
Boulder, CO 80302 
theway.the.worldturns@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 14:37 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
Yes, I support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
I strongly support this plan for the Rabbit Mountain Elk population. The one remaining unclear part of 
the plan is whether there will be specific days where the area will be limited for hunters? Seems wise. 
How will the permitting process or other license to hunt the area work?  
 
 
 
 
 
Alex Castino 
212 5th Avenue  
Longmont, CO 80501 
alex.castino@gmail.com 
6/19/2017 15:48 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
 
Additional comments: 
The only true solution to the elk overpopulation problem on Rabbit Mountain is the reintroduction of 
their natural predators, wolves.  Boulder County has the opportunity to be the champion of bringing this 
holistic ecosystem re-balancing solution to Colorado.  Be the leaders we all know you are. 
 
 
 
Barbara Stadler 
71 Parvin Ct  
Red Feather Lakes,, Colorado 80545 
bmstadler@hughes.net 
6/19/2017 15:56 
 
Do you support the draft plan? 
No, I do not support the plan 
 
What changes should be made? 
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Additional comments: 
     I know fertility control was eliminated as a possible alternative to hunting. Yet, I wonder how 
seriously this option was considered.    
     The wild ponies on Assateague Island National Seashore in Maryland also need to have their numbers 
controlled to protect the vegetation on a limited and fragile  barrier island.  Fertility control has worked 
there.  I realize wild ponies and elk are not the same, but I think  this option should be not be so quickly 
discounted as a viable alternative to hunting for keeping the Rabbit Mountain elk numbers at 
reasonable level.  
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From: Suzanne Webel [mailto:suzannewebel@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 23, 2017 10:33 AM 

To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners 
Subject: Rabbit Mountain Elk Management 

 

Dear Commissioners: 
 
You will soon be receiving a recommendation from BCPOS about encouraging public 
hunting at Rabbit Mountain Open Space, while closing it to all others for almost half the 
year, for almost half of each week, forever -- as the only way to control the elk 
population there.  We are concerned that this plan will set a precedent for closure and 
hunting on other BCPOS Open Space parks, and our research indicates that hunting 
won't work to control the population or to make it go away.  We have spent an inordinate 
amount of time researching the issue and trying to work with staff to try other options 
first, to no avail. We believe a comprehensive management plan should be undertaken 
that analyzes all the resources and opportunities at this park, of which elk management 
should be one chapter of many.  The current proposed plan puts the cart before the 
horse and will make future management decisions more difficult. 
 
So it's time to include you in the dialogue. Attached please find two letters on behalf of 
BCHA (one focusing on trails, the other on elk management) outlining our 
concerns.  We do not support the current plan and we urge you to consider our 
objections when the matter comes to your attention. 
 
We would be happy to provide you with additional information and to discuss this matter 
further if you'd like.  Thanks. 
 
Suzanne 
303-485-2162 
 

              May 22, 
2017 

 
                                                                 Rabbit Mountain Elk Management Plan Update, 

                Part II of BCHA’s response:  Efficacy and 
Economics 
Boulder County Parks & Open Space 
POSAC 
Eric Lane, Therese Glowacki 
Board of County Commissioners 
 
 




