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The Youth Pass proposal can be thought of as two related components; a general access pass open to all 
Youth in the region, and a contractual agreement between RTD and school districts/cities/counties.  
 
1. General Access Pass 

 Pass is accessible to all Youth in the greater Denver region 

 A Day Pass, Monthly Pass & Annual Pass would be sold at a 70% discount off of the 
applicable Adult/Regular fare. The Annual Pass would be based on price of 12 monthlies. 

i. Youth would have the choice of purchasing a Local or Regional fare at the 70% 
discount 

 2-hour and 3-hour fares in the options B, C & E would be available to Youth at the 50% 
Discount category (Youth pay same price as Seniors, customers with a disability) 

2. Contractual Agreement between RTD and School District/City/County 

 The contractual component would allow a jurisdiction (school, school district, city, county) 
to enter into a contract with RTD to provide Youth transit benefits within their jurisdiction. 

 The contract would allow the entity to purchase annual ‘passes’ for their Youth customers 
that would be valid for a fixed period of time (e.g., Sept 1 – Aug. 31). 

 The pass would facilitate travel on all services (Local/Regional/Airport); no need to pay 
upgrades, just tag and go. 

 The entity would choose who receives the pass based on an established policy (e.g., free & 
reduced-price lunch students or students eligible for transit benefits due to walk radius). 
Other students would have the option to purchase discounted passes through the general 
access Youth Pass component of the proposal. 

 The passes would be issued on smart cards to obtain ridership data and would be used for 
future pricing 

 Pricing of the contract would be based on actual use of the passes issued (utilization 
pricing), based on analysis of smart card travel data. 

i. Pay only for the trips taken; lower utilized passes help offset the price of higher 
utilized passes. 

ii. Due to minimal data, initial year pricing would likely be based off of General Access 
Youth Pass annual price, with estimated share of Local/Regional trips (i.e., likely less 
than the price of the Regional Youth Annual Pass but more than the price of the 
Local Youth Annual Pass). 

iii. From Year 2 onwards, pricing would be based on prior year utilization (e.g., if in Year 
1 the value of the trips based on utilization data was equal to $200/year/pass, then 
Year 2 pricing would be $200/year/pass multiplied by the number of desired passes) 

 Contract pricing would be entity-specific (similar to College Pass), based on differing shares 
of Local/Regional trips, and different usage rates among the pass holders (e.g., City & 
County of Denver would have a unique price, which would likely be a different price point 
than Jefferson County) 


