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BOULDER COUNTY FIRE CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE  
AGENDA 

July 11, 2018 
3:30 PM 

Caribou Conference Room  
2nd Floor Courthouse Annex 

 

 
Public Hearing 

 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 3:30 PM 
 

 
1. Call to order by the Chair 

 
2. Roll call of members present by the Secretary of the Board 

 
3. Approval of the Minutes Summary  

       Minutes of the May 7, 2018 FCRC public hearing (Berthoud FPD) 
 

4. Public Hearing 
       

FCRC-18-0001:  Berthoud Fire Protection District 
1. Presentation of the Berthoud Fire Protection District’s adoption of, and amendments 

to, the 2018 International Fire Code 
2. Public testimony or comment by interested parties and members of the public 
3. Review and discussion by the Fire Code Review Committee 
4. Vote to recommend approval or rejection of the fire code adoption 

  
5. Other Business  

a. No future meeting dates scheduled 

6. Adjournment 
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Boulder County 
Fire Code Review Committee 

 
Minutes (DRAFT) 

May 7, 2018 
2:00 PM 

Caribou Conference Room 
2nd Floor Courthouse Annex 

 
On May 7th, the Boulder County Fire Code Review Committee met to discuss the adoption and 
amendments of the 2018 International Fire Code by Berthoud Fire Protection District.  
The meeting convened at 2:01 pm.   
 
Board Members Present: Bruce Honeyman, Michelle Kelly, Toby Myers, and Jeff Webb. 
 
Board Members Not Present: Brett Haberstick 
 
Staff Present: Ron Flax (Chief Building Official), Kathy Acosta (Permit Specialist Supervisor), 
and Liz Cross (County Attorney). 
 
Interested Others: None 
 
1.  Call to Order 
Jeff Webb called the meeting to order. 
 
2.  Minutes 
Approval of Fire Code Review Committee minutes from November 8, 2017 (Boulder Rural FPD) 
Motion: Toby Myers moved to approve the minutes 
Second: Michelle Kelly 
Vote:     Motion approved 
 
3.  Public Hearing 
FCRC-18-0001 – BERTHOUD FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT REQUESTS TO ADOPT 
AND AMEND THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 
  
Ron Flax went over the staff recommendation for the adopting resolution submitted by Berthoud 
FPD.  The comments listed and discussed in regards to the proposed Fire Code included (1) the 
encouragement of adopting the latest edition of the International Fire Code, (2) Appendix E has a 
statement indicating it is only for informational purposes, (3) Appendix G was not mentioned, 
although in the 2012 Adoption Resolution, it is specifically excluded, so staff recommends 
clarification on that, and (4) Clarification on Temporary Membrane Structures and Tents.  
 
The Fire Code Review Committee went over some questions and recommendations they had on 
the code, which included items such as adding the name of the jurisdiction in Section 101.1; 
changing the wording for permitting to “shall” instead of “may”; changing from Building Code 
Official to Fire Code Official in Section 105.6.47; adding a section to sky lanterns; adding code 



provisions to Appendix I; include all fire lanes, rather than just “installed” fire lanes in in the Fire 
Lane Code; add “pasture land” to the Weeds, Tall Grass, Trash & Garbage Code. 
 
Berthoud will take the suggested changes to their Board to review, approve, and then resubmit. 
 
Motion: Bruce Honeyman moved to table pending review of requested changes by the Fire Code 
Review Committee. 
Second: Toby Myers 
Vote:     Motion approved unanimously 

 
5.  Other Business 
None.  
 
6.  Adjourned 
Motion: Jeff Webb 
Second: Michelle Kelly 
Vote: Motion approved unanimously. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:09 pm. 
 
 
The official record of this meeting is usually on mp3.  Detailed information regarding the docket items, 
including maps and legal descriptions are available for public use at the Land Use Department, 13th and Spruce, 
Boulder, CO, 303-441-3930. 
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Building Safety & Inspection Services Team 

BOULDER COUNTY FIRE CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
DOCKET #FCRC-18-0001 

PUBLIC HEARING 
BERTHOUD FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT FIRE CODE 

(2018 IFC) 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 – 3:30 P.M. 
Boulder County Land Use Department 

Caribou Conference Room, 2nd Floor, Courthouse Annex 
2045 13th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

Staff: Ron Flax, Chief Building Official, Secretary to the Fire Code Review Committee 

Overview and Update:  This hearing is a continuation of Docket #FCRC-18-0001.  During 
the previous hearing on May 7, 2018, the committee voted to table the docket to allow the 
applicant time to address several items of concern.  Since that time, the applicant has 
submitted a revised copy of Resolution 2018-04-24A from the Berthoud Fire Protection 
District.   

In addition to a number of editorial and formatting corrections, the following changes were 
made: 

1. Page 1  Deleted appendix E
2. Page 3  Added Section 101.1 “Name of the Jurisdiction”
3. Page 4  Listed required operational permits and inserted “shall” instead of may, but

added a sentence that states I “may” at some point require permits listed in
Sections 106.6.1 thru 105.6.50.

4. 105.6.47 deleted building and added fire code official.
5. Note on Page 5, Section 110 was unchanged.  The Fire Chief would like to keep this

section as is to avoid conflict with the Sheriff(s) departments or other law
enforcement agencies.

6. Page 7. 308.1.6.3 was added in front of “Sky Lanterns”
7. Page 8. Made the Additional Code Provisions an Appendix I. with a line stating that

these provisions are a requirement for ISO audits. That is why they are in
there.  Under BBQ grills added “Propane Grills”.

8. Page 10  Fire Lanes, deleted the word “installed”.
9. Page 11 INTENT  Added “Applicable State and Federal Law”
10. Page 12  Transporter deleted the word legal and added prohibited.
11. Page 13 Added “Pasture Land”

Otherwise the revised document remains identical to the document that was reviewed and 
discussed during the  May 7, 2018 hearing.   



The following portions of the staff report remain unchanged from the report that was 
submitted for the May 7th , 2018 hearing (with the exception of the attachment 
referencing the revised document from the Berthoud FPD): 

The Berthoud Fire Protection District (“FPD”) lies generally in the extreme northeastern area 
of unincorporated Boulder County north of the City of Longmont and also extends into 
Larimer and Weld counties. In Boulder County, it is bounded to the west by the Lyons Fire 
Protection District and to the south by the Hygiene and Mountain View FPDs. 

The district’s board of directors has adopted the 2018 edition of the International Fire Code 
(IFC), including the following appendices: B, C, D, E, F, H, I, K & N.   

With the exception of the additions of adopting Appendices K and N, this adoption resolution 
is largely similar to previous adoption resolutions.   

Staff has the following comments on the proposed fire code adoption: 

1. 2018 Edition.  Adopting the latest edition of the Fire Code is encouraged.  In this
instance, the Berthoud FPD is ahead of Boulder County as Boulder County has not
yet adopted the 2018 version of the I-Codes.  Boulder County does intend to pursue
the adoption of the 2018 Codes and anticipates that this process will begin during
2019.

2. Appendices.
a. Appendix E of the 2018 IFC include the statement, “This appendix is for

information purposes and is not intended for adoption.”  With this in mind, it
is staff’s recommendation that this appendix be removed from the list of
adopted appendices.

b. Appendix G was not mentioned in the Berthoud FPD Resolution.  In the
resolution adopting the 2012 Fire Code, Appendix G was specifically
excluded.  Staff recommends clarifying that Appendix G is not being adopted
by the Berthoud FPD (assuming that this is the intention of the district).

3. Temporary Membrane Structures and Tents.
a. The text of Section 105.6.47 reads: “An operational permit and construction

permit may be required and issued by the building or fire official to operate
an air supported temporary membrane structure, a temporary special event
structure or a tent having an area in excess of 400 square feet.”

i. The use of the work “or” creates a situation where it is unclear as to
when the applicant would need a permit from Boulder County
Building Safety and Inspection Services, when they would need a
permit from the Berthoud Fire Protection District, and when they
would need both.  It should be noted, that this same conflict existed in
the previously adoption of the 2012 Codes (but due to the low number
of relevant projects it has not been problematic).  Staff is not
recommending any specific solution to this situation, but rather
wanting to make sure that there was an awareness of this issue (with



the intention that any potential conflicts are addressed with appropriate 
policies enacted by the jurisdictions involved).   

ii. It should also be noted that the size threshold in this section has been
reduced to 400 sqft (where previously it was 750 sqft).

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Fire Code Review Committee 
recommend to the Board of County Commissioners that the proposed Berthoud FPD Fire 
Code be ACCEPTED for administration by the district in those portions of unincorporated 
Boulder County that lie within the boundaries of the fire protection district, with the 
stipulations as noted in the staff recommendation. 

Attachments: Berthoud FPD Fire Code Adopting Resolution 2018-04-24A 
Map of Berthoud FDP Tax district. 
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