
Annual Prairie Dog Meeting
2018

Boulder County Parks & Open Space



Tonight’s Agenda

1. Introduction/Policy Context - Jeff  5 minutes
2. POS Future Management - Jeff  5 minutes
3. 2018 Prairie Dog Management Activities

a. Removal/Control – Rob 5 minutes
b. Other Activities – Susan 15 minutes

4. National Black-Footed Ferret Recovery Program –
John Hughes, USFWS Biologist-20 min

5. BCPOS Revegetation Success Model – Nathan Teich 
20 min
6. Wrap Up/Questions



What governs our prairie dog management?



What are the goals of that 
management?

• A plan that reflects the multiple values of the 
county and its residents
– The maintenance of croplands for agriculture



What are the goals of that 
management?

• A plan that reflects the multiple values of the 
county and its residents
– The stewardship of natural areas and systems



What are the goals of that 
management?

• A plan that reflects the multiple values of the 
county and its residents
– The consideration of neighboring landowners



How do we manage our lands for that 
mix of purposes and uses?



How do we manage our lands for that 
mix of purposes and uses?

• Assess our properties as a system
• Categorize properties/groups into 

designations
– HCA (Habitat Conservation Areas)
– MOA (Multiple Objective Areas)
– NPD (No Prairie Dog Areas)



What 
does 
that 
look 
like?





Recent Challenge

• Management on NPD sites
– 680 acres of prairie dog colonies in 2017
– Failure to successfully clear properties
– Populations impacting agricultural operations

• BCPOS Response
– Continued strategic efforts during 9 months of year
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No Prairie Dog (NPD) Acreages
NPD Total Open Space Acreage
 2017- 17,964 acres
 2018- 18,454 acres

Prairie Dog Colonies on NPDs
 2017 - 679 acres
 2018 - 698 acres

2017 = 3.9% Prairie Dog coverage of total NPD
2018 = 3.8% Prairie Dog coverage of total NPD 



• Colonized Acreage of Prairie Dogs 
 Barrier Fencing 
 Relocations Updates
 Burrowing Owls 
 Black-Footed Ferret

Reintroduction



Colony Acres 2016 2017 2018
HCA 834 1,171 1,236

MOA 1,175 1,341 1,733

NPD 392 679 698

Totals 2,401 3,132 3,668

Occupied Prairie Dog Colony Size 
Per Property Designation Type- 2016 - 2018
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• 1,570’ installed with volunteers and staff 
• ~ $3,180 - materials/labor



• 450 ft. installed 2017. 
• 500 ft. additional 

installed 2018. 

~$750 materials/labor

Broomfield 
North Property



Monarch Park

• 100 ft. Repaired 
and installed, 
plus gate

~$250 materials/labor



• 970 ft. installed
• 12 Volunteers 

from CPW

Hirschfeld

~$2,180 materials/labor



RELOCATION UPDATES 2018
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Rocky Flats

Relocation Site- Lindsay Property 2017

2018 colony 
size = 2.8 acres



Update on 2012 
Rabbit Mtn. 
Relocation 

2017, 2018 colony size

Expansion 
to 12 acres





Burrowing Owls- BCPOS and OSMP

2013

8 17

2014

3 18

2015

3 14

2016

5 16

2018 Nests Fledglings

20 65
2017

12 27



• Temporary Trail Closure
• Coordination with Tenants

Burrowing Owls- Management 2018



Plague Abatement Strategies
• Delta Dust used on all BCPOS colonies 

within the South Central Grasslands and 
Rabbit Mountain.

• Applied by BCPOS staff.



• Sylvatic Plague Vaccine (SPV) was distributed on all BCPOS 
colonies within the South Central Grasslands and Rabbit 
Mountain. Colorado Parks and Wildlife assisted in the 
distribution. 

South Grasslands:
• 330 acres  
Rabbit Mountain:
• 925 Acres



Credit: M. Lockhart/USFWS

Black-Footed 
Ferret 
Reintroduction 
Progress

Credit: R. Reading



South Central Grasslands HCA

Boulder 
County Parks 
and Open 
Space

City of Boulder 
Open Space 
and Mountain 
Parks

Rocky Flats

6,700 acres



• City of 
Boulder Open 
Space 
(OSMP)

• Boulder 
County Open 
Space 

• Rocky Flats 
~14,000 Acres



S. Central Grasslands- 331 Colonized Acres



Increased 200 
acres plus new 
acquisitions

2018-Rabbit Mountain- 925 Colonized Acres 



Questions?
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