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Hello, I am Maciel Leon, the new 
Community Action Programs (CAP) 
Division Manager in the Boulder 
County Community Services Depart-
ment.  Prior to joining CAP, I was a 
Law Enforcement Victim Services 
Coordinator for the Longmont Po-
lice Department, and I still maintain 
my affiliation with NOVA (National 
Organization for Victim Assistance) 
as a Trainer and National Crisis Re-
sponder. I also have many years of 
experience in the field of Restorative 
Justice and Instructional Design. I am 
looking forward to getting to know 
and work with all of the individuals, 
agencies, and community partners 
who have been an important part of 
CAP through the years. 

2018 was a year of change, growth, and resilience for CAP. Here are some of 
the positive impacts that the Circles Campaign, PIE, and PERL programs made 
in the community last year.
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Meet Community 
Action Programs

New Division Manager
THRIVE Conference

Saturday, April 27
8:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Front Range Community College
2190 Miller Drive, in Longmont

ngallo@bouldercounty.org

 
Poverty Simulation
Saturday, April 27
11 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Sister Carmen Community 
Center, 655 Aspen Ridge Dr., 

Lafayette
mrodriguez@bouldercounty.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:



The fourth annual THRIVE confer-
ence will take place on Saturday, April 
27, from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Front 
Range Community College – Boulder 
County Campus. This is a bilingual 
conference that helps Boulder Coun-
ty residents with low-income build 
their assets such as homes, money 
skills, businesses, post-secondary 
education, and includes programs 
for aging adults. Come learn about 
resources available to you and leave 
the conference with clear next steps. 

2019 THRIVE Conference – 
Making connections for a Brighter Future

Six years ago, a true journey began for Kat Goldberg. Life was 
turned upside down when her spouse passed away and she was 
left a single mom of three young children. She was not work-
ing at the time, wasn’t sure what direction life would take her, 
and the Circles program came into her life at the right time. 

She was accepted into the Getting Ahead program at Sister 
Carmen Community Center, where she met lifelong friends 
that would change her life forever. Julie Piller of Sister Car-
men, was a true advocate for Kat from day one, encouraging 
Kat to begin her journey with both Getting Ahead and Circles. 
She entered the Circles program in October 2012, and was 
matched with two incredible women, Roberta and Kelly, who 
agreed to walk with her for the next 18 months as Circles Al-
lies, helping her create a plan out of poverty. Early on they 
identified an important part of that plan was Kat returning to 
school. Going back as a non-traditional student was scary to 
Kat. She had started college many years before in Florida and 
never finished. She also had many unpaid loans to settle before 
she could begin. Her faithful allies never skipped a beat. They 
worked on getting loan payments started, helped Kat look at 
viable careers and degrees, and soon Kat was enrolled at Front 
Range Community College. Kat completed the 
Circles program, knowing full well she was only 
starting to meet the goals she had set. Kat earned 
her associates degree and walked with honors. 
Her allies Roberta and Kelly, and Julie were 
there to cheer her on. 

Circle Leader and PERL Grad  
Kat Goldberg Graduates with Honors

Workshops will be presented in Eng-
lish and Spanish. There will also be op-
portunities to gather information dur-
ing the resource fair and the included 
lunch. And it’s all free!

The Front Range Community Col-
lege – Boulder County Campus 
is located at 2190 Miller Drive, 

in Longmont, CO. If you have any 
questions, please contact Nino Gallo 
at 303-441-3972 or by email: ngallo@
bouldercounty.org.

For more info and to register, visit: 
2019ThriveConf.Eventbrite.com

The American Dream portrays an 
idealistic view that through hard work 
a person can reach prosperity no matter 
where they start. On April 27, from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., we invite you to rethink 
the American Dream by participating 
in this spring’s Poverty Simulation. 

This opportunity is designed to 
increase awareness of the realities 
faced by people living in poverty. 
Each participant is assigned a role 
of one household member with low 
income and directed to engage in a live 

Rethinking Poverty
action role play. The family scenarios 
and scripts used depict common 
situations faced by many families 
with low income, such as losing a job 
unexpectedly, losing day care, a car 
breaking down, etc. The challenge for 
each household is to simply meet their 
basic needs during each of the four 
weeks of the simulation by remaining 
financially afloat. 

The poverty simulation is an 
educational opportunity for people 
who have limited personal experience 
with the realities of what it is to live in 

Next Kat transferred to the Uni-
versity of Colorado Denver and 
began working on her bach-
elor’s degree in Communica-
tion. Kat was always present 
for her children and their needs 
while she was in school, and her 
daughter joined her at CU Den-

ver. Kat also stayed very involved with 
the Circles community and became the 
first Circle Leader to volunteer as an ally 
and work with other Circle Leaders. She 
also completed the People Engaged in 
Raising Leaders (PERL) Program, and 
began to work with Sister Carmen on 
subcommittee work. She stayed focused 
on working toward her degree, and on 
Dec. 16, Kat’s dream came true. Her al-
lies Roberta and Kelly were there, along 
with Julie. They would not have missed 
it for the world! 

Congratulations to Kat Goldberg who 
graduated with honors with a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Communications!

poverty.  You will experience a personal 
stretch in your belief system, and leave 
this exercise with an entirely different 
perspective of the community you live 
in and the struggles that children and 
adults face when living in poverty. 

The poverty simulation will take 
place at Sister Carmen Community 
Center, located at 655 Aspen Ridge 
Dr, Lafayette, CO. If you have any 
questions or would like to sign up to 
participate, please contact Marnita 
Rodriguez, Circles Coordinator at 
mrodriguez@bouldercounty.org.

2019ThriveConf.Eventbrite.com

http://2019ThriveConf.Eventbrite.com
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Home Purchases  
Through the PIE 

Program 

PIE Graduation

While many recent PIE graduates have 
had success purchasing homes, start-
ing a business or pursuing a post-sec-
ondary degree, in recent months some 
participants have found it a challenge 
to purchase an affordable home in the 
area. Because of this, the PIE Advisory 
Board made the decision to expand 
the region in which PIE participants 
may purchase a home. PIE participants 
may now look to purchase within the 
greater Denver metro area of Adams, 
Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Den-
ver, Douglas, and Jefferson Counties, 
or Weld or Larimer County depending 
on funding allocation. 

Participants must agree to inform the 
PIE program if they plan to purchase 
in a different county than originally 
disclosed in their savings agreement. 
Approval of a purchase in a differ-
ent county may depend on whether 
funding for the participant’s matching 
funds is available for the new county, 
and notification at least 10 days prior 
to purchase is required. 

The board believes this change will 
provide some additional flexibility for 
participants in finding a home to pur-
chase that is a good fit for both their 
family and their budget. 

PIE had 21 participants (85% of those 
involved) successfully complete the 
program. 

• Nine purchased homes
• Eight businesses were capitalized
• Four were able to pursue post-

secondary education degrees or 
vocational training to help improve 
their life opportunities. 

In addition, PIE added 38 new partici-
pants to the program in 2018.

PERL
PERL graduated 19 community mem-
bers who are now prepared to serve on 
boards and commissions, creating the 
change they want to see within their 
communities. Four of these PERL 
graduates were selected to participate 
in the eleven-month Boulder County 
Leadership Fellows Program. 

New Manager - continued

Circles Campaign
• Two Circles Leaders purchased 

homes 
• Circles Leaders maintained or 

obtained new employment in 2018. 
One leader was employed by Boul-
der County, thanks in part to the 
Opportunities to Compete Program.

• The number of Volunteer Circles 
Allies almost doubled, increasing 
from 41 to 75

• The Circles fundraising team raised 
$9,000 for car repair through a 
partnership with R12 Charities

• $3,500 was raised to purchase 
ten sets of washers and dryers for 
Circles Leaders and EFAA Clients

Looking forward, 2019 is all about 
working towards strengthening our 
current programs, and developing new 
programing that embraces the mission 
and values of CAP. I look forward to 
sharing our progress along the way.

21 PIE participants completed the program in 2018, including these October graduates.


