
2018-2019
Genesister





Graduates
Graduates, we thank you for sharing a 
part of your lives with us and hope you 
can continue to make the best decisions 
for your own path. We are grateful for the 
friendships you’ve offered and the lessons 
we’ve learned together.

Thank you for being a GENESISTER!

We at GENESISTER believe you are in the 
driver’s seat when it comes to setting the 
direction for your life—each and every one 
of you will choose the goals that you want 
to work on and how you want to go about 
reaching them. 

GENESISTER is here to support you in 
setting these goals and making them 
happen; we are in your passenger seat, so 
to speak.

We are excited to continue forming 
memories and friendships with you!  



A Year in Photos
May 2018 - March 2019
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DENVER MUSEUM OF 
NATURE & SCIENCE
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AMISTAD ‘EL RETO’

DENVER BOTANIC GARDENS
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KGNU MEDIA GARDENS 
STORYTELLING WORKSHOP 
Writing, recording, and editing 
stories of personal, multi-
faceted experiences with the 
option of airing them on KGNU 
radio.
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LA CUMBRE

COTTONWOOD FARMS PUMPKIN PATCH
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ELITCH GARDENS FRIGHT FEST



JUMP CITY
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12TH ANNUAL CUMBRE 
JUVENIL LATINX. Radical 
Solidarity Through Self-Care: 
“The Many Faces of Latino 
Resistance.” 
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HOLIDAY PARTY!



W
in

te
r

WINTER SKATE IN LOUISVILLE



ROCK CLIMBING @ BOULDER 
ROCK CLUB
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BOULDER FLOWER DAIRY 
GOAT FARM: GENESISTERs 
volunteered at our local dairy 
goat farm where we were 
honored with the presence of 
Congressman Joe Neguse who 
took time to speak with us.  
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BOULDER & LONGMONT COMBO GROUP
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13TH  ANNUAL LATINX 
ADVOCACY DAY AT THE STATE 
CAPITOL: GENESISTERs attended 
workshops to understand policies 
that were being proposed, which 
ranged from environmental, 
criminal, and immigration justice to 
economic and reproductive justice. 
We also met representatives from 
across Colorado to lobby for 
support of Latinx communities 
and rights. 



BOULDER



Parents!

LONGMONT



Parent Highlight
Vicky Borrego-Gordillo
Because we had our daughter, April, at age 15 and 

forewent our education, we lacked the knowledge and 

guidance to fully support her dream of furthering her 

education at a college or university. 

The GENESISTER program fully supported April with this 

dream! In addition to the youth meetings, group outings, 

and community service opportunities, they provided April 

with one-on-one support. The knowledge and guidance 

she gained helped her to overcome her fear and navigate 

through the challenges faced as a 1st-generation college 

applicant. With this support and dedication, April was 

able to submit 14 scholarship applications! GENESISTER 

also helped us to better understand and communicate 

with our daughter and provided resources and support 

during some of the challenging times we faced as a 

family. 

Thank you, GENESISTER staff, for your dedication, time, 

and effort! Yanina Gomez and Lourdes Mendoza, thank 

you for the immense support, guidance, and knowledge 

you provided to us. We could not have done it without 

you! We will forever be grateful. 

Parents, BELIEVE in your children, even if they don’t 

believe in themselves. Try to understand that they are 

growing,  and mistakes will happen. Be there to support 

them, love them, and guide them.  

My husband and I are supporting our daughter to reach 

her dream of starting college this fall!  



The opposite of success is not failure...
it's being stuck. You have a unique gift 
that's meant to be shared. When fully 
aligned with this everlasting GIFT, an 
unshakable confi dence becomes REAL!
       ~ Jennifer Villarreal



April Cardenas-Borrego
Most Memorable Experience: All of the amazing talks on identity and culture. I 

will also never forget the great friends I made within the program.

Most Going to Miss: My amazing friends and special bonds I made with the 

people in the program. I’m going to miss the safe space that was provided for 

us; a place where we were able to express ourselves and our identity - a place 

where it was okay to be who you are. 

Biggest Lesson: Lessons around the topics of sexual health and self-identity/

love. I also learned more about community service and how I can be the change 

for my community.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: GENESISTER is a safe place, and you can be 

who you are here without judgment. Don’t be afraid to stand out and share 

your ideas. Don’t be afraid to talk, because you will make some really good 

friends, like I did, within the program.

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you so much for your (staff and 

volunteers) love and support. I will never forget any of you, as you all hold a 

spot in my heart. To all of you I am extremely grateful!

What’s Next? My plan is to attend college and major in Ethnic Studies and 

Sociology. With this knowledge I intend to pursue a career where I can create 

change within my community and make life better for youth and others within 

it. 

GENESISTER Support: As a fi rst-generation student, I didn’t have enough 

knowledge about college steps that I needed to take in order to make my 

dream of college come true. GENESISTER provided help to me and my family 

in order to understand the next steps for my future. I would personally like 

to thank Lourdes Mendoza for her support throughout this whole process. 

Without her, I would’ve never taken the challenges I have to become closer to 

my dream of continuing my education.

Our GENESISTER Graduates



Andrea Chavez
Most Memorable Experience: Participating in the Longmont CSL homeless 

women project. I will never forget how good it felt giving to the homeless 

community.  

Most Going to Miss: Having a group of adults and youth who support you.

Biggest Lesson: To learn and feel part of my community, and I got to meet 

new people in the process.  

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Don’t take your time in GENESISTER for 

granted, participate, and learn what you can about yourself, life, and future.

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you!! And please continue to provide 

this great program as a recourse to future GENESISTERs.

What’s Next? After graduation I’m looking into beauty school and exploring 

college. I would like to be an elementary school teacher someday. 

GENESISTER Support: While in GENSISTER I received numerous support and 

encouragement from Parent Specialist, Sarah Schnall and Parent Specialist, 

America Ramirez. 



Our GENESISTER Graduates
Evelin Crespo 
Most Memorable Experience: Fun nights and volunteering. I loved being able to 

help people in need and support our community, and we were able to do that 

in our CSL. I also loved fun nights and being able to go out with everyone, to be 

together, and to have fun!

Most Going to Miss: The groups. They were always a fun way to get to know 

each other and to be with you all. I’ll miss it!   

Biggest Lesson: Be you and do what you want, because at the end people are 

going to judge, regardless, so just be yourself!

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Be Yourself.   

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you for always having me in the program 

and for all of your advice and always encouraging me! Thank you for listening 

to me and having faith in me. And thank you for being available, it was an 

amazing journey full of wonderful memories.

What’s Next? I’ll be working and attending college to become a social worker.      

GENESISTER Support: It helped me realize that I want to be a social worker by 

supporting me in my goals and always believing in me!       

Dalia Jamie Raudales
Most Memorable Experience: Having my fi rst 1:1 with Maya, because right 

off the bat, I didn’t have to think twice about what I shared. I said everything 

without feeling judged.

Most Going to Miss: One-on-ones! Literally! Not only do I have space to vent, 

but I even start to think about what I’m going through, my situation, pros and 

cons, and more. 

Biggest Lesson: Putting myself fi rst and not always worrying about others.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Meet with your youth specialist a lot!

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you for giving me the support I never 

had.

What’s Next? Success!  

GENESISTER Support: GENESISTER helped me to go out and be open to 

things and not doubting myself. Without this program, I would’ve been stuck.



Flor Arellano 
Most Memorable Experience: The fi rst fi eld trip. I remember we went to the 

Denver museum, and everyone was so nice to me and welcoming. I was one 

of the youngest on the trip. 

Most Going to Miss: The community I had. When I went to groups they were 

very fun, and I really enjoyed the friendships I made.

Biggest Lesson: I learned a lot about how our body works. I’m proud to say 

that I have now educated some of my friends on topics about safe sex.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Go to the groups and the trips because they 

are great opportunities. I would also recommend them to build a friendship 

with the staff.

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you for your support. Especially 

because I hate receiving help, but you all still pushed it on me. I am very 

grateful.

What’s Next? I plan to attend college and become a nurse. 

GENESISTER Support: I got support from the staff, which was very needed 

at times. The support I got kept me on a good track to get good grades and 

get accepted into every college I applied to. 



Samantha Ochoa
Most Memorable Experience: Everything! It was a good experience 

overall.   

Most Going to Miss: Group and all the wonderful support!

Biggest Lesson: The importance of planning my future and discovering 

my voice. Thank you for EVERYTHING!

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Keep attending because it’s an awesome 

program, and it will help you fi nd yourself. Awesome support system!  

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Thank you for EVERYTHING!  

What’s Next? Working on becoming an ASL interpreter and attend FRCC. 

Our GENESISTER Graduates
Jaylee Alvarez
Most Memorable Experience: Getting to do things and going places I 

wouldn’t have gone to otherwise.

Most Going to Miss: The 1:1’s and mentorship. 

Biggest Lesson: I learned a lot about my community and myself.

Advice to Other GENESISTERs: Participate and don’t be shy.

Message to Staff & Volunteers: Keep doing what you’re doing, because 

you’re good at supporting youth.  

What’s Next? I would really like to be a tattoo artist. 

GENESISTER Support: Encouragement.



Though we tremble before uncertain 
futures, may we meet illness, death, 
and adversity with strength;
may we dance in the face of our 
fears.
      ~Gloria Anzaldúa 
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LOURDES MENDOZA

Parent Specialist 

Boulder Valley School District

Staff 

DANIELLA ESCOBAR
Youth Specialist

Boulder Valley School District

YANINA GOMEZ
Parent Specialist 

St. Vrain Valley School District

MAYA SOL DANSIE
Program Coordinator

NADINE BRIDGES 
Program Manager 

Stats
In 2018,

zero 

GENESISTERs became 

pregnant!

In 2018,

99% 

of GENESISTERs  

remained enrolled in 

school.

50%+
of GENESISTERs 

participated in a service 

learning/volunteer 

opportunity, contributing 

400+ volunteer hours.



Volunteers

Thank you for the generous support of GENESISTER 
programming from Boulder County, Boulder County 

Public Health, City of Boulder, City of Longmont, Temple 

Hoyne Buell Foundation, and Colorado Community 

Health Alliance.  

Our 7 volunteers donated more than 80 hours of their time in 2018-19. A giant THANK YOU to all the volunteers for 

their energy and dedication to help support GENESISTER!  

ERIKA ILSA
2017 - Present

ANNA STEVENS
2016 - Present

STEPHANIE QUINTANA
2018 – Present

TAYLOR REESE
2019 - Present

KAILA HEROLD
2019 - Present

ALIVIA BLUMENSTEIN
2019 – Present

SARA BUDD
2018 - 2019

Thank You!



303 678 6139 (English/Español)  
BoulderCountyGENESISTER.org

The Dragonfl y
Dragonfl ies are symbols of change, 
self-realization, mental and emotional 
maturity, and understanding of the 
deeper meaning of life. 

They represent grace and power, 
rhythm and poise, and signify the 
ability to see beyond the ordinary. 
A dragonfl y knows the power of 
individuality while respecting the unity 
of a group. 

GENESISTER has chosen the 
dragonfl y as its symbol, to emphasize 
the ability of all GENESISTERs to 
be strong, young adults, with the 
character to delve deep into their 
lives and develop a clear vision of the 
future they seek - one that will allow 
them to live their lives to the fullest.


