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Sky Above Mud Lake—Mike Lohr 

Catch the ISS 

When you look up at the stars in the sky, you may also see a lot of human-made satellites. They look like tiny 
dots of light moving across the sky. If you know when and where to look, you also get a glimpse of the  
International Space Station, just about 200 miles above your head! 

Longmont Astronomical Society gives us these tips: 

• There are several sources that provide information on when and where to look to see the ISS as it orbits 
the Earth. Perhaps the easiest to access is spotthestation.nasa.gov. It can be set to a specific  
location—for us it’s Denver. It provides date and time of the crossing, maximum height (elevation in  
degrees), duration of the crossing, and direction (where to look). 

• Another good source is found at www.clearoutside.com. This site is provided by First Light Optics, a  
telescope retailed in the UK. Set your specific location, usually by GPS coordinates. A week of information 
is active. The fifth line down shows any ISS crossings with an ISS icon. Touch/click on the icon and you get 
the elevation, duration, direction, etc. Sometimes there are several crossings over the course of an  
evening. This site is useful as it not only lets you know when and where to look, but also what the likely 
cloud situation will be at the time of crossing. 

Most of all, remember to look up! There are so many wonders above your head, and if you see the ISS, think 
about the fact that the astronauts might be looking down at the Earth at the same time. 

From the International Dark Sky Association: 

Your Neighbor’s Lights 

Many of us have experienced this scenario: a  
neighbor installs a new light on their property. It’s an unshielded fixture that 
casts a bright light that spills onto your property and perhaps even inside your 
home. 

This is known as light trespass and it can cause a lot of agony and frustration. 
Although IDA doesn’t get involved in neighbor disputes, we have provided a 
resource that we hope will help you resolve your problem. 

To be fair, your neighbor may not even realize that their unshielded lighting is 
shining on your property, wasting energy, money, and creating a safety hazard. 

Many people believe that more and brighter lighting makes us safer, but there 
is no conclusive evidence suggesting that’s true. In fact, glare from unshielded 
lights can create harsh shadows where criminals can hide. And bright lighting 
can even make it easier for criminals to work. 

To view our resource about neighbor lighting, click here. 

Thank you for Celebrating  

Dark Sky Week! 

We hope to soon return to our astronomy 

programs at open space locations. Follow 

our site for updates later this year, or 

email dprice@bouldercounty.org. 

The Longmont Astronomical Society also 

provides educational outreach. Visit their 

site here. 

Help protect the night sky by getting  

involved! Follow the International Dark 

Sky website for more information. 
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