
 
 

Mill Levy Advisory Council, BCHHS 
Monday, February 28, 2022 

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Teams Meeting 

https://boco.org/hP9gxT 
+1 720-400-7859,,132481376# 

United States, Denver 
The Mill Levy Advisory Council makes recommendations to Housing and Human Services and the Board of Commissioners 

 on how best to address the needs of Boulder County Residents with IDD.  
 If you wish to make a public comment, please sign up upon arrival or email rseiden@bouldercounty.org prior to meeting. 

If you need special assistance, contact Julia Yager, ADAAA Coordinator, or the Human Resources Department at 303-441-3525 at least 72 hours 
before the scheduled event. 

 
Meeting Minutes  

 
Advisory Council Members in Attendance:  Jolie Bernstein, Robert Enderson, Miranda Fisher, Jennifer Geiger, Teresa 
Greene, Andy Minden, Anita Speirs, and Anna Stewart  
 
Absent: Katie Ashburner, Deana Cairo, Timothy Maxwell 
 
Boulder County Employees:  Rebecca Seiden, IDD Mill Levy Coordinator and Sara Boylan, IMPACT Major Contracts 
Manager 
 
Meeting was called to order at 5:38pm by Chair Miranda Fisher.  Meeting was held through Microsoft Teams due 
continued public mandate orders.  
 
Approval of Minutes                                                           
Minden made a motion to approve the January 2022 minutes. Geiger seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimously 
approved.   
 
Council Introductions  
Anita Speirs introduced herself to the council. Speirs is filling the vacancy left by Dana Scritchfield and will serve out the 
remainder of that term, which is one year.  
 
Imagine! Update  
Rebecca Novinger, Imagine! Executive Director and CEO, shared the following updates:  

• Mask mandate in Boulder County has been lifted. Imagine! is currently studying what is best for individuals and 
staff. A survey was sent out to families and individuals and the results were split on whether to provide services 
masked or not, regardless of vaccination status. Imagine! will discuss internally the best strategy for their 
organization.  

• ARPA taskforce bills are moving slowly through the legislative process as well as budget meetings for HCPF. 
• The RFP for evaluations for children was released and Imagine! plans to apply. The state can contract with as 

many entities as they want to. The state will take over evaluations for early interventions between May – July 
2022.  
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o Seiden asked if the RFPs are region specific. Novinger stated that it is region specific but that the regions 
are very large. Imagine! will be submitting to support Boulder and Broomfield County due to staffing.   

• Extended Part C goes into effect this summer, which bridges the gap when children turn three and age out of 
services.  

• Today was the kick off for the ARPA Boulder County working groups, which includes Economic Development, 
Mental Health and Social Resiliency, and Housing. The purpose of these funds is to respond to the 
disproportionate impact COVID-19 has had on the community. The final recommendations will be put before the 
County Commissioners in May 2022.  

 
Seiden asked for an update on Imagine!’s staffing. Novinger shared that DSPs pay rate has been increased to 
$20.00/hour and they are seeing an increase in applicants, however, they are not seeing applications for the awake 
overnight or weekend shifts at this time. The previous rate was around $16.00 - $17.00/hour.  

 
Boulder County Updates  
Seiden shared the following updates:  

• Boulder County is still working the disaster recovery center and providing financial assistance to individuals and 
families impacted by the Marshal Fire: https://www.bouldercounty.org/disasters/wildfires/marshall/#financial / 
https://www.bouldercounty.org/disasters/wildfires/marshall-en-espanol/#1641165296385-7143323c-7adb  

• Jewish Family Services is offering six free therapy sessions to people directly impacted by the fire: 
https://www.jewishfamilyservice.org/bcc  

• There is a new Americorp program addressing healthcare shortages: https://servecolorado.colorado.gov/news-
article/new-americorps-program-tackles-healthcare-workforce-shortage  

• Seiden reminded the council that there are still funds available for individuals with IDD to use for emergency 
purposes: http://www.bocorentassistance.org/ / http://www.bocoayudaconrenta.org/  

• United Way is supporting with free tax services.  
• SNAP benefits are offering discounted admissions rates to various educational, recreational, and cultural 

locations such as local museums.  RTD Live program provides discounts to various activities as well.  
 

IDDAC Professional Development 
The council discussed what types of professional development would be helpful. Seiden provided some examples such 
as a presentation about Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) or a seminar on home ownership. The council provided the 
following recommendations as well:  

• Assess how other communities/counties are addressing housing needs and what strategies they used for 
community engagement. Seiden suggested holding a forum and invite communities and organizations who have 
successfully implemented housing solutions.  

• Presentation from programs in the county that serve IDD and what their waitlist are. Greene noted a concern 
that many PASAs stopped operating during the pandemic and she is unaware of what services are still available. 
Minden noted community integration resources would be important to review too. Stewart and Fisher shared 
that it would be helpful to have a presentation from all partners, including how they are spending funds, what 
services they are providing, and what model of inclusivity they use.  

• Review what advocacy organizations are available to support with navigating resources, such as housing and 
legal supports.  

• Evaluate ways in which the community has enhanced accessibility and ways to inspire others do to the same 
(example: new Table Mesa Kings Soopers). Stewart discussed how doing so enhances our ability to be good 
neighbors with one another and supporting all citizens, including the most vulnerable.  

• Evaluate special education and children services available, including assessing programming in the school system 
at both districts.  
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Disaster Preparedness for IDD, Autism, TBI 
The council discussed how Boulder County and the council can best approach disaster preparedness for the individuals 
we serve. Seiden shared the one approach she is moving forward with is redesigning the website to highlight resources 
available. The council provided the following recommendations as well: 

• Sharing the skill workshops available, such as those provided by CPWD. Stewart noted that these types of 
workshops are typically not well attended and that it would be interesting to see if it could be added into a 
service plan. Seiden shared that she will discuss this with Imagine! Seiden shared this resource with the council: 
https://www.ready.gov/disability  

 
Where Do We Pick Up for 2022? 
Seiden reviewed the work completed by the subcommittees to date and some new things the subcommittees could 
focus on, including specific goals and objectives.  

• Case Management and Systems Navigation:  
o Received approval to hire a systems navigator; next step will be to get the RFP done. Goal would be for 

this person to assist with advocacy efforts.  
o Putting case management on hold until there is further clarification from the state on the new case 

management structure.  
o *Evaluate ways in which the website can be improved and the additional resources that should be 

featured. Stewart recommended the council provide resources to Seiden who would work with the 
Boulder County website team to update the site.  

• Mental Health  
o Partnering with START services.  
o *Review what the barriers are for current providers to be able to provide services to the IDD population, 

billing for services, and addressing the misinformation related to Medicaid patients. Goal would be to 
increase the number of providers available.  

o Ensure there is an understanding about the way emotional wellbeing plays into a person’s stability, such 
as housing stability and disaster preparedness.  

o *Addressing social isolation and ways to connect people with one another, including researching what 
PASAs and employment services are still available and accepting individuals. Stewart shared there is a 
new DVR person who will be focusing on the SWAP program.  

• Housing  
o Assess the results of the housing survey and prepare a presentation of the findings.  
o Determine the possibility of a home ownership program. Greene shared about a housing share program 

in Denver.    
o *Meet with housing experts to learn more about the strategies they implemented to address housing 

needs. Stewart recommended meeting with these individuals in a smaller group and reporting back to 
the full council.  

o Evaluate what some of the constraints are on the county end in order to make sure the council 
understands what can and cannot be done.  

 
*Topics the council would like to specifically focus on right now.  
 
Seiden explained that at future meetings, the plan will be to break into subcommittees during the meeting and prior to 
adjournment, report back to the full council what the subcommittees are focusing on. Fisher stated that she does not 
think Microsoft Teams will allow simultaneous recording amongst breakout rooms so there will need to be a notetaker 
for each subcommittee.  
 
Stewart recommended breaking into project specific groups vs. subcommittees, and narrowing the scope of focus. The 
council supported this plan. Berstein stated that perhaps the meeting time needs to be flexed to ensure subject matter 
experts can be present. Stewart recommended bringing Angel Bond to a council meeting to discuss transportation 
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throughout Boulder County and in the mountain communities.  Seiden shared that Angel Bond would like someone from 
Mobility for All to attend the council meetings to give updates like Novinger does.  
 
Other Business  
Seiden review what is on the agenda for the March meeting:  

• Introduction of current and new members.; get to know each other activities.   
• Electing a new Chair and Vice Chair; a person has come forward expressing interest in being Chair but that a Vice 

Chair is needed. 
• A minute-taker is needed as well since Fisher will no longer be serving on the council.  
• Reviewing financials information and contracts currently being funded out of the mill levy. 

 
Public Comments  
There was no public comment provided from community members.  
 
Adjournment  
Minden made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bernstein seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimously approved.  
Meeting was adjourned at 7:59pm.  
 
Submitted by Miranda Fisher, Chair  
 


